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BSSSC BOARD MEETING 
BOARD MINUTES DRAFT  
 
September 19th, 2024, Kiel  

 

 

Time: Sept. 19th, 09.00-12.00  

Venue: Hotel Atlantic, Kiel  

Participants: list > page X (last page) 

 

 

1. Opening of the Board meeting   

Stefan Musiolik, BSSSC Secretary General, Deputy Head of Department for European Affairs at 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Areas, European Affairs and Consumer Protection, Land Schleswig-

Holstein (Chairman Werner Schwarz will join at appr. 11.00) .   

 Agenda (Att. 1.2) was approved. 

 Meeting minutes (Cēsis, May. 29th 2024, Att 1.3) were approved with a minor amendment: Tarja 

Kantola from the Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council was welcomed as a new political member 

 Welcome to Päijät-Häme region, Short presentation by Niina Pautola-Mol, Mayor of Päijät-

Häme.   

 

 

2. BSSSC Annual Conference 2024 

2.1. General programme, last update by Stefan Musiolik (Att. 2.1. BSSSC Annual Conference 

Programme draft) – for information 

Update on the agenda: participants from the whole region. Over 200 participants have been 

registered, half of them from outside Germany. Egils Levits, the former president from Latvia, 

and Prof. Dr. Bernd Henningsen, BSR expert at Nordeuropa-Institut, Humboldt-Universität 

Berlin, hold key-note speeches. BSSSC Youth will be actively involved. Thanks to the 

members of the board. 

 

 

2.2. Last updates from workshop leaders 

Detailed information can be found at the BSSSC website: Workshops 32nd BSSSC conference | BSSSC  

 WS 1 (AI in public administration; Inese Suija-Markova):  

 WS 2 (Cultural resilience and multilevel governance; Ars Baltica / Kaarina Williams). 

 WS 3 (Dumped Munition) 

 WS 4 (Cohesion policy; Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp) 

 WS 5 (Offshore wind energy): Karolina Lipińska is no longer working for the Pomeranian Region 

but is now Vice President of ENERGA OPERATOR S.A.. She will still attend the workshop, 

which is now organized by Maciej Mierzwinski, CEO of CEE Energy Group. 

 WS 6 (Fighting democracy; Elias Arndt) 

 WS 7 (Cooperation BSSSC-Ukraine; CBSS / Susanne Grahl): Bartlomiej Toszek  is now 

involved in a research project recently approved and was not longer available for the workshop. 

Andriy Martynenko from CBSS took over and will now moderate the workshop.  

 WS 8 (Interreg BSR platform projects, Interreg BSR JS / Johanna Kamin) 

 WS 9 (Hydrogen Infrastructure Development; STRING Secretariat). 

 

 

https://www.bsssc.com/workshops-32nd-bsssc-conference
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2.3. Resolution, Kaarina Williams (Att. 2.3. BSSSC Annual Conference Resolution, 1st draft) – for 

approval 

 Kaarina Williams presented the final version of the resolution which was revised by the Board 

Members twice in a written procedure. The resolution will be the key output of the Annual 

Conference will be presented by the chair Werner Schwarz at the end of the conference. 

 The BSSSC resolution was approved. 

 

 

2.4. BSSSC Youth Autumn Event in Rendsburg, Christopher Lucht 

 Organized with the S-H Regional Youth Council (Markus Krajc). 

 30 participants from Poland, Norway, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden, and Germany. No 

participants from Finland, but Niina aims to improve Finnish involvement. 

 Participants will attend the BSSSC Conference in Kiel for workshops and the wrap-up, joined 

by 5 representatives from the Parliamentary Forum South Baltic Sea (PSO). 

 Part of the youth event was a workshop on democracy with a parliamentarian from the South 

Baltic conference. 

 Elections: Karolina Białczewska from Poland left; Miro Broswitz (Brandenburg) joined with Elias 

Arndt; Lina Elmarwardy stays deputy until December. 

 Funding: Elias Arndt requested regional support for participant travel due to financial challenges. 

 Youth Exchange: Lina Elmarwardy highlighted a positive exchange with Ukrainian youth, now 

part of the cooperation resolutions. 

 Erasmus and Future Collaboration: Christopher Lucht discussed a planned Erasmus project for 

increased youth funding;  

 Bodo Bahr noted continued collaboration within the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum 2024 

in Helsingør;  

 Ann-Irene Sæternes will encourage Erasmus use in her organization. 

 

 

3. Thematic discussions & Updates from rapporteurs and expert groups   

3.1. Common Cohesion Policy paper, BSSSC Secretariat 

(Att. 3.1., BSSSC Cohesion Paper) – for information 

 The Common BSSSC Cohesion Policy paper was adopted at the last Board Meeting and was 

sent out to the respective recipients at EU COM (list with 24 institutions, available for the Board 

members). The feedback was limited. Appreciation was received from DG Region (Jean-Pierre 

Halkin, Head of the Unit for Interreg, Cross-Border Cooperation, Internal Borders) and UBC; It 

was published at website of the German Federal Ministry in charge of the Interreg-B-

programmes; 

 Ann-Irene Sæternes and Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp are drafting a general paper on the 

development of Interreg post-2028, which might be presented at the December meeting in 

Brussels (pending feedback from the federal ministry). The focus is to support cohesion policy 

funding, emphasizing the importance of keeping three strands (A-cross-border, B-transnational, 

C-interregional). Karsten Uno Petersen, member of the CoR and rapporteur for Territorial 

Cohesion Policy, expressed interest and should be invited for a discussion.  

https://www.interreg.de/INTERREG2021/DE/Aktuelles/Meldungen/News/240724-bsssc-interreg-bsr.html?nn=3848858


3 

 

BSSSC BOARD MEETING 
BOARD MINUTES DRAFT  
 
September 19th, 2024, Kiel  

 

 

 Ann-Irene Sæternes noted that in order to align Interreg’s future with broader EU priorities, all 

Interreg programmes are gathering reports for a "harvesting" event scheduled for November 

in Brussels.  

 Niina Pautola-Mol offered her expertise as former coordinator for MFF negotiations in Brussels. 

She highlighted the need for cohesion policy funding across various areas (Ukraine, 

enlargement, security, competitiveness).  

 Niina Pautola-Mol will join the working group on Cohesion policy. 

 

 

3.2. Further Reports by rapporteurs and expert groups if requested 

 Offshore Windenergy: Region Pomerania informs that Karolina Lipińska from Pomeranian 

Region left the Department of economic development, her successor Łukasz Dombrowski will 

take over in December.  

 No further comments from the rapporteurs as most of the topics will be covered in the workshops 

of the Annual Conference.  

 

 

Werner Schwarz, Minister for European Affairs of Land Schleswig-Holstein chairs the meeting. 

 

 

 

4. Reports from BSR strategies, funding programmes     

4.1. Report from EUSBSR Strategy, Stefanie Wodrig, Baltic Sea Strategy Point Hamburg 

 The BSP presents the process and current state for the action plan revision (see presentation 

EUSBSR action plan).  

 This was followed by a short discussion on the possibility to introduce new Policy Areas. Reiner 

Kneifel-Haverkamp proposed the introduction of a "Youth" PA. Stefanie Wodrig suggested it 

could be addressed as a horizontal topic. Elias Arndt offered support from the Youth Forum for 

consultation.  

 Bodo Bahr and Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp highlighted the EU’s increasing focus on security and 

defense, suggesting that the EUSBSR might consider revising its priorities accordingly and 

potentially introduce new PAs.  

 Lucille Ehrhart emphasized that key EU challenges are competitiveness and innovation, 

recommending that the EUSBSR should serve as a tool to help achieve these objectives for the 

Baltic Sea Region (BSR). She advised maintaining a strong link between the EU, EUSBSR, and 

Interreg BSR initiatives. Stefanie Wodrig assured close coordination between the EU, EUSBSR, 

and Interreg BSR. 

 Monika Morawska announced that Pomorania will organize the next EUSBSR Annual Forum 

2025 in Gdansk. 
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4.2. BSSSC participation at EUSBSR Annual Forum/Participation Day, Ann Irene 

Sæternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network (Att. Paper BSSSC 

participation at EUSBSR AF 2024 – for discussion) 

 Together with UBC and BSC (Lucille Ehrhart), BSSSC (Ann-Irene Sæternes) organizes a 

workshop at the EUSBSR Annual Forum on October 29th in order to discuss local and 

regional involvement in the EUSBSR revision of the Action Plan. The involvement of local 

and regional authorities into the EUSBSR is of high importance.  

 All BSSSC members were invited to register.  

 Christopher Lucht informed the members that the BSSSC Youth Forum will probably attend 

with a newly elected youth member. 

 

 

4.3. Report on current issues and events in Interreg BSR funding programme, Ann Irene 

Sæternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network  

 3rd Call for Projects: 107 applications have been received, with decisions expected by mid-

November. A small project call is planned for early 2025. Discussions on BSR Interreg post-

2027 are in full progress. 

 Youth Project BRAVE: This project was not submitted in the current call but is expected to 

apply in the small project call next year. 

 Platform Projects: The first call for platform projects is open, with a deadline of December 

9th. Further discussion on this topic will take place at the workshop in the BSSSC AC, aiming 

to add value to ongoing and completed EU projects. 

 

 

4.4. Report from Brussels Antenna, Brigitte Köhnlein, Hanse Office  Brussels 

 Brigitte Köhnlein provided a brief update on the current status of the restructuring within the 

European Commission. Responsibility for DG REGIO could be an Italian right-wing 

politician.  

 

 

4.5. BSSSC associated partnerships in Interreg projects (no Att. – for discussion) 

 BSSSC was invited to join the platform project MOVE-UP as an associated partner, which 

was positively reviewed by Jon Halvard Eide (see attached Project Idea Form). MOVE-UP is a 

project on shared automated vehicles in public transport with Metropolia University Helsinki 

as Lead Partner. As an associated partner, BSSSC will not receive funding and will have 

limited responsibilities but will benefit from information sharing and knowledge exchange. 

 The BSSSC Board members agreed to become an associated partner in the MOVE-UP project. 
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5.  Short reports from other BSR organizations  

5.1. CBSS – Director General, Gustav Lindström 

 Gustav Lindström praises reinforcing collaboration among key organizations to enhance 

resilience and sustainability within the Baltic Sea Region. 

 The current EU Council Presidency highlights safety and security as central themes. The 

new EU strategic agenda (2024-2029) is based on three pillars (1. free and democratic 

Europe, 2. strong and secure Europe, 3. sustainable and prosperous Europe). 

 CBSS is awaiting a report on its revised work plan and expects 72 deliverables related to 

safety and security over the next six months. 

 CBSS initiatives will focus on: enhancing organizational engagement, volunteer 

management, youth involvement, and strong support for Ukraine. 

 The CBSS Ministerial Meeting is scheduled for June 14th 2025 in Turku. This meeting will 

conclude the Finnish presidency, which has prioritized a safe and secure region. Estonia will 

assume the presidency with a focus on geopolitical issues. 

 CBSS Activities: Participation in BSPC (Denmark), BSSSC Annual Conference (Kiel), and 

the EUBSR Annual Forum. 

 CBSS promotes events with an emphasis on youth involvement, including the BSP Youth 

Forum Aug. 24-27 in Helsingør, Denmark. 

 

 

5.2. BSPC - Secretary General, Bodo Bahr (online) 

 Bodo Bahr reports on the BSR Conference (Aug. 25-27, Helsingør, Denmark). Under the 

Danish presidency, discussions centered on defense cooperation and energy security in the 

Baltic Sea Region, combating climate change, connected and sustainable region. King 

Frederik engaged in insightful discussions with the parliamentary leaders.  

 The Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum presented policy recommendations to parliament 

members, now part of the BSPC action plan / resolution. 

 Swedish Defense Minister emphasized that the BSR must be able to handle modern threats; 

a modern defense cooperation, and an independent, secure energy infrastructure for the 

Baltic Sea Region is needed. 

 Bodo Bahr will continue as BSPC President until August 2025, with his successor from 

Schleswig-Holstein expected to ensure ongoing collaboration.  

 

 

5.3. BSC – Executive Secretary, Ms. Lucille Ehrhart  

 The BSC adopted the new resolution in May 2024 in Finland, with a primary focus on broad 

themes of security and resilience across the Baltic Sea Region (BSR). The resolution also 

addresses critical areas such as transport, food security, and energy (available online).  

 Additionally, a policy position paper on hydrogen will outline BSC's strategic direction and 

give an overview of hydrogen development in the BSR.  

 BSC will organize two seminars at the EUSBSR Annual Forum. 

 

 

https://cpmr-baltic.org/download/bsc-resolution-2024/?wpdmdl=7019&ind=1716801409385


6 

 

BSSSC BOARD MEETING 
BOARD MINUTES DRAFT  
 
September 19th, 2024, Kiel  

 

 

 

6. Youth involvement  

6.1. Report on youth cooperation 2024 and plans for 2025, Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth 

Coordinator, Mr. Elias Arndt BSSSC Youth Board Members 

 XXX? has been elected as member of the Committee of Youth Representatives (CYR). 

 Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum: invitation for the next spring event in Brandenburg (Castle 

of Trebnitz). Applications to host future events (fall event) can be submitted to Christopher 

Lucht. 

 Board members should support national funding possibilities to cover youth travel expenses. 

 

 

6.2. Information on Baltic Sea Region Youth Hackathon 2024 (Lübeck) and Nordic Youth 

Conference 2024 (Vilnius), Elias Arndt, Schleswig-Holstein 

 BSR Youth Hackathon in Lübeck (Schleswig-Holstein; 19-21.07.2024): The event was 

organized by CBSS and TH Lübeck: Open to all skill levels, not limited to software based 

ideas. The event engaged 50 participants (aged 18-29) from across the Baltic Sea Region 

to develop IT solutions for regional challenges. 

 Nordic Baltic Youth Summit (27./28.09.2024): Greta Tautavičiūtė will represent BSSSC. 

 Interreg meeting (15.11.2024): Youth involvement in macro-regional strategies for the next 

funding period, focusing on enhancing youth engagement in Interreg initiatives. 

 

 

7. Upcoming events and important topics 

  BSSSC Annual Conference 2024 in Kiel (Germany), 19./20.09.2024 

  EUSBSR Annual Forum 2024 in Visby (Sweden), 29-31.10.2024 

  BSSSC Board Meeting in Brussels (Belgium), 10/11.12.2024 

  Upcoming BSSSC Board Meetings and Annual Conference 2025: 

Board members are invited to host the first two board meeting in 2025.  

 Ann-Irene Sæternes (ENCN, NO) and Niina Pautola-Mol (Päijät-Häme, FI) will explore the 

possibilities in their regions, with a decision expected by early November. 

 

 

8. AOB  

 no comments 

 

 

End of meeting (12:00) 
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Participants 

 

First name Last name Representative of...   

Elias Arndt Schleswig-Holstein 

Thorsten Augustin Schleswig-Holstein 

Bodo Bahr BSPC 

Lucille Ehrhart CPMR Baltic Sea Commission  

Jon Halvard Eide Vest-Agder County 

Lina Elmarwardy Eastern Norway County Network 

Laila Gercane Vidzeme planning region 

Susanne Grahl Schleswig-Holstein 

Sophie Höffer Schleswig-Holstein 

Johanna Kamin Schleswig-Holstein 

Tarja Kantola Helsinki-Uusimaa 

Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp Brandenburg 

Brigitte Köhnlein Schleswig-Holstein 

Adam Krzeminski Pomorskie Region 

Gustav Lindström CBSS 

Christopher Lucht Brandenburg 

Monika Morawska Pomorskie Region 

Stefan Musiolik Schleswig-Holstein 

Niina Pautola-Mol Päijät-Häme 

Björn Rudborg Eastern Norway Country Network 

Ann Irene Sæternes Eastern Norway Country Network 

Werner  Schwarz Schleswig-Holstein 

Marcin Skwierawski Vice-Marshal of the Pomorskie Voivodeship 

Inese  Suija-Markova Vidzeme planning region 

Janne Tamminen Helsinki-Uusimaa 

Greta Tautaviciute Association "Klaipeda region" 

Gabriela  Zarębska-Jende Pomorskie Region 
    

Online       

No    

    

 


