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12:30 – 15:00 

 

Present: 

 

Board Members: Ms Inese Suija - Markova (Vice-Chairman of the Vidzeme Planning Region 

Development Council), Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp (Brandenburg Ministry of Finance 

and for European Affairs, Germany), Mr Stefan Musiolik (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs 

and Consumer Protection of Schleswig - Holstein, Germany), Ms Alla Ivanova (Agency 

for International Affairs and Regional Cooperation of the Kaliningrad Region, Russia), Ms Julia 

Orluk (BSSSC Youth Board Member, Pomorskie, Poland), Mr Ilmar Reepalu (Region Skåne, 

Sweden), Mr Kari Häkämies (Region Mayor, Regional Council of Southwest Finland), 

Mr Mieczysław Struk, (BSSSC Chairman - Marshal of the Pomorskie Voivodeship, Poland), 

Mr Roger Ryberg (County Mayor, Viken County Council, Eastern Norway County Network). 

 

Board Civil: Ms Egle Stonke (Managing Director of the Association Klaipeda Region, Lithuania), 

Ms Maria Lindbom (Region Skåne, Sweden), Mr Matti Lipsanen (Director of Regional 

Development, Regional Council of Häme, Finland), Mr Christopher Lucht (BSSSC Youth 

Coordinator, Brandenburg, Germany), Mr Detlev Groß (Brandenburg Ministry of Finance 

and for European Affairs, Germany),  Ms Kaarina Williams (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs 

and Consumer Protection, Schleswig - Holstein, Germany), Ms Ann Irene Sæternes (Head 

of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network), Mr Janne Tamminen (International 

Advisor Uusimaa Regional Council, Finland), Ms Laila Gercane (Head of Development / Projects 

Department, Vidzeme Planning Region), Ms Sonja Palhus (Manager, International Affairs, 

Regional Council of Southwest Finland), Ms Liana Maximova (Deputy Head, Agency for Foreign 

Affairs and Regional Cooperation, Kaliningrad Region, Russia Federation), Ms Eugenia Russu 

(Agency for International Affairs and Regional Cooperation of the Kaliningrad Region), 

Ms Monika Schneider (Marshal Office of the Zachodniopomorskie Region), Krzysztof Żarna 

(Marshal Office of  the  Zachodniopomorskie Region). 

 

Observers: Mr Bodo Bahr (BSPC Conference), Mr Bernd Hemingway (Council of the  Baltic Sea 

States), Ms Lucille Ehrhart (Executive Secretary, CPMR Baltic Sea Commission). 

 

Guests: Mr Lars Wirbatz (Head of Unit, Brandenburg Ministry of Finance and for European 

Affairs, Germany). 

 

Secretariat: BSSSC Secretariat (Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska BSSSC Secretary General, 

Deputy Director of Chancellery of the Marshal for International and Interregional Cooperation  

- Pomorskie Region, Poland, Ms Małgorzata Maria Klawiter - Piwowarska - BSSSC Executive 

Secretary, Ms Agata Birecka - BSSSC Communication Officer, Ms Paulina Aleksander), Mr Paweł 

Rygalski (Acting Director of Pomorskie Regional EU Office in Brussels, Poland).  
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BSSSC Digital Board meeting Minutes                        

 

1. Opening of the Board meeting   

Mr Mieczysław Struk, BSSSC Chairman, Marshal of the Pomorskie Region  

1.1. Opening of the meeting  

 

BSSSC Chairman welcomed warmly the Board Members and the representatives of befriended 

BSR organisations. Mr Mieczysław Struk expressed his condolences to the sudden death of Mr 

Johan Sandberg, the President of Euroregion Baltic, and newly elected BSSSC Board Member.  

Mr Marshal gave the floor to Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska, Deputy Director of Chancellery 

of the Marshal for International and Interregional Cooperation.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska welcomed the Board meeting participants gathered online. 

She thanked all the rapporteurs for their inputs and informed of the slightly modified agenda 

of the meeting.  

 

1.2. Adoption of the agenda  

 

Mr Mieczysław Struk asked the BSSSC Board to approve the online meeting agenda. 

 

The Agenda was approved. 

 

1.3. Adoption of the minutes from the Digital Board Meeting in Gdańsk, June 10th, 2021 

 

The minutes of the digital BSSSC Board Meeting held on June 10th, 2021 was presented. Mr Kari 

Häkämies asked to amend his statement concerning the Baltic Sea Strategy Point (BSSP). 

Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska agreed to do so. As there were no further comments, 

Mr Mieczysław Struk asked the BSSSC Board Members to adopt the minutes.  

 

The Minutes were adopted. 

 

2. Presentation of new a Board Member  

2.1. Latvia: Mrs Inese Suija - Markova, Board Member, Vidzeme Planning Region 

2.2. Germany: Mr Detlev Groß, Board Civil, Brandenburg 

 

Mr Marshal Mieczysław Struk introduced the new Board Members from Latvia and Germany.  
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Mrs Inese Suija - Markova thanked Mr Chairman for a kind welcome to the BSSSC Board. 

She presented her professional experience and underlined belief in international cooperation, 

networking, and knowledge exchange as a way to prosperous and resilient Baltic Sea Region.  

 

Mr Detlev Groß welcomed everybody and shared information on his working background. 

He expressed his joy of start cooperating within the BSSSC.  

 

Mr Mieczysław Struk thanked and proceed to the next point of the agenda regarding the BSSSC 

Annual Conference. He underlined his gratitude for everybody involved in the organisation, 

especially the Working Group and the Secretariat. Mr Chairman asked Ms Monika Pochroń - 

Frankowska and Ms Alla Ivanova to share the final information on the upcoming event.  

 

3. BSSSC Annual Conference  

Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska, Deputy Director of Chancellery of the Marshal for 

International & Interregional Cooperation in the Pomorskie Region, Ms Alla Ivanova, Head 

of  Agency for Foreign Affairs & Regional Cooperation, Kaliningrad Region 

 

3.1. Final information on the Annual Conference 2021 

 

The agenda of the BSSSC Annual Conference is attached to the minutes. 

 

Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska thanked for the commitment in the organisation of the event. 

She provided information on the Conference agenda, and sessions, and names of the main 

speakers. Ms Pochroń - Frankowska gave to floor to Ms Alla Ivanova.   

 

Ms Alla Ivanova made an update concerning the third Session of the AC. She expressed also her 

hope the Conference would run smoothly despite a challenging hybrid mode.   

 

Ms Monika Pochroń- Frankowska thanked and presented an overview of the final day of the AC.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes asked how many figures had signed up for the Conference in an online 

mode.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska informed about 130 registered participants. She expressed 

her hope this result would be improved as a campaign on social media has already moved 

forward.    

 

3.2. Conference Resolution 

 

The Resolution is attached to the minutes.  

 

Mr Mieczysław Struk proceeded to the point on the Conference Resolution. He thanked for all 

the inputs received from member regions.  
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The floor was given to Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska, who thanked the Board Members for 

their work on the Conference Resolution 2021. She informed of the drafting procedure 

and main topics covered by the document.  

 

Mr Chairman asked for comments before adopting the Resolution text. 

 

Mr Roger Ryberg thanked for the good Annual Conference agenda and appreciated the work 

on the Conference Resolution. Mr Roger Ryberg expressed gratitude for including his proposals 

to the Resolution text.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik welcomed Board meeting participants. He expressed his regret he could not 

be in person in Kaliningrad. He thanked Ms Alla Ivanova for hosting the Conference along with 

the BSSSC Secretariat. Mr Stefan Musiolik admitted the Resolution was a very good document, 

especially a part concerning the youth issues. He underlined an important role of the Baltic Sea 

Youth Platform that should be financial contributed.  

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp  took the floor. He concurred with Mr Ryberg and Mr Musiolik. 

He thanked Kaliningrad hosts and the Secretariat for organising the Annual Conference. 

He congratulated also on the Resolution.  

 

Mr Chairman asked if the Resolution could be adopted.  

 

The BSSSC Resolution 2021 was adopted. 

 

3.3. Annual Conference 2022 

 

Mr Mieczysław Struk referred to the next Annual Conference. He informed that Estonia due 

to formal reasons was not able to hold the position of the Conference in 2022. Mr Chairman 

asked for comments.  

 

As there was no comments to that, Mr Mieczysław Struk proceed to the next point regarding 

the European matters. The floor was given to Mr Paweł Rygalski, Brussels Antenna.  

 

4. Report from Brussels Antenna   

Mr Paweł Rygalski, acting Director of the Pomorskie Regional EU Office  

 

The presentation is attached to the minutes.  

 

4.1. EC priorities 

 

Mr Paweł Rygalski reported on the State of the Union 2021 lectured by Ursula von den Leyen 

on September 15th.  The President of the EC outlined flagship initiatives which the Commission 

plans to undertake in the coming year. They will include: 1) continuing the vaccination efforts 
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in Europe and speeding up vaccination globally, and strengthening the pandemic preparedness, 

2) working on closing the climate finance gap, 3) leading the digital transformation, 4) ensuring 

fairer working conditions and better healthcare, and creating more opportunities for Europe’s 

youth to benefit from the European social market economy, 5) stepping up our cooperation 

on security and defense, deepening EU’s partnership with closest allies, 6) defending European 

values and freedoms, and protecting the rule of law.  

 

In regard to the youth: 1) ALMA (announcement of the EU’s new programme in order to help 

young people find work abroad, 2) 2022 - European Year of Youth.  

 

4.2. EU Green Deal Progress 

 

Mr Paweł Rygalski updated on the EU Green Deal’s recent developments. He shared 

information that both the Council and the European Parliament had formally adopted 

the European climate law. It sets a net greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of at least - 

55 % by 2030.  

 

Fit for 55 package will support Europe’s climate policy framework and put the EU on track for 

reduction in carbon emissions. First part was published on July 14th. Second part of the package 

is scheduled to be published mid – December.  

 

Mr Paweł Rygalski said the Commission was still to present by the end of this year: 1) the EU 

Soil Strategy, 2) binding nature restoration targets, 3) several legislative initiatives under 

the circular economy action plan as well as legislation under the sustainable and smart mobility 

strategy.  

 

EU Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) will take place on October 25-29th under the theme: 

Towards 2030: Reshaping the European Energy System. Until 22nd of October citizens can vote 

for the finalists of the EUSEW awards in the four following categories: Woman in Energy, Young 

Energy Trailblazer, and the Citizens' Award.  

  

Mr Paweł Rygalski listed public consultations taking place in the field of the Green Deal: 1) Air 

quality revision of the EU rules until January 14th, 2) Revision of the EU legislation on hazard 

classification, labelling and packaging of chemicals until November 15th, 3) Integrated water 

management revised lists of surface and groundwater pollutants until November 1th, 4) End 

of life vehicles revision of EU rules until October 26th, 5)Protecting the marine environment -  

review of EU rules until October 21th.  

 

4.3. EU level events 

 

Mr Paweł Rygalski recommend events on the European level: 1) Covenant of mayors ceremony 

2021 – October 7th, 2) European Week of regions & cities – 11 – 14th October, 3) EUSEW – 25 
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– 29 th October, 4) EU Energy Day at COP26: EU leading the global energy transition – November 

5th, 5) 4th European Education Summit - December 9th.  

 

Mr Paweł Rygalski recommended to taking part in the Conference of the Europe.  

 

Mr Mieczysław Struk thanked and proceed to presentations from the BSSSC Rapporteurs.   

 

5. Policy areas reports 

5.1. Cohesion – Mr Lars Wirbatz, Brandenburg 

  

The BSSSC Chairman announced Mr Lars Wirbatz from the Ministry of Finance and for European 

Affairs of Brandenburg, Germany.  

 

Mr Lars Wirbatz welcomed warmly online participants. He introduced himself and presented 

main issues from the cohesion policy field.  For the EU budget covering the 2021 - 2027 period, 

the Commission proposed to update the EU cohesion policy with a new set of rules. Regulations 

are shorter, less detailed, and offer clear oversight. Mr Lars Wirbatz listed the main obstacles 

that are occurring e. g. more frequent reporting on indicators (the number of these increased 

from 113 to 150). There is now possibility to support projects in other regions.  

 

Mr Lars Wirbatz said there were delays in the implementation of the Operational Programmes. 

He mentioned the Next Generation EU recovery package was to strengthen the cohesion policy 

resources.  

 

Mr Chairman gave the floor to Rapporteurs on culture.   

 

5.2. Culture - Mr Stefan Musiolik, Ms Kaarina Williams, Schleswig - Holstein  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams welcomed everybody and started updating in the field of cultural activities. 

The report is attached to the minutes.  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams reported on the activities of PA Culture. She shared information on the 13th 

PA Culture Strategic Project Development Workshop, which took place in June. It was held 

in a hybrid mode in Germany. The event involved experts in the topic of Interreg BSR 

and Creative Europe Programme.  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams referred to the Workshop within the EUSBSR Annual Forum. The workshop 

titled How the cultural sector can help to tackle the climate crisis and it was held on September 

28th. Outcomes of the Seed - Money Phase were presented and discussed.  

 

The workshop titled New European Bauhaus initiative in development – how can it be linked 

to the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region took place within the EUSBSR Annual Forum. It was 

organised by the Lithuanian chair in the Steering Group.   
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The New European Bauhaus was presented as the Strategy, which is environmental, economic, 

and cultural project aiming to combine design sustainability, accessibility, affordability, and 

investment in order to help deliver the European Green Deal. The panel was about how it could 

be implemented within Baltic Sea Region.  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams presented the status of the Flagship projects of PA Culture. The Workshop 

within the Baltic Sea Cultural Cities and Regions (BSCCR) took place in August. It was decided 

to continue designing the project idea.  

 

The Creative ports project is coming to an end. The wrap – up event took place in Szczecin 

in Poland (Zachodniopomorskie) on September 6th - 8th. It was conducted under the title 

On international waters.  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams presented a brief report on the activities within the UrbCultural Planning 

project. The final event was held in a form of a physical conference, which took place in Riga 

on September 15th-17th. During the meeting some inputs were presented e. g. policy roadmap, 

Game of Gdansk.  

 

Mr Marshal gave the floor to the Rapporteur on transport.  

 

5.3. Transport - Mr Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council  

 

Mr Jon Halvard Eide was not present at the BSSSC Board meeting.  

 

5.4. Maritime policy - Mr Janne Tamminen, Helsinki Uusimaa Region 

 

Mr Janne Tamminen thanked and welcomed the BSSSC Board Members. He presented briefly 

news from the HELCOM field. The HELCOM Ministerial Meeting will take place on October 20th 

in Germany. During the meeting the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) will be adopted.  

 

During the Ministerial Meeting 2021 associated documents will be adopted e.g. 1) Regional 

Action Plan on Underwater Noise, 2) Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter.  

 

The updated BSAP is also closely aligned with international and regional ecological objectives 

such as the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the targets of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, the EU’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) as well as all other pertinent 

EU legislation.  

 

Mr Janne Tamminen gave the floor to Ms Sonja Palhus. She shared information the EU Missions 

for the HORIZON Europe were implemented. EU Missions bring concrete solutions to some 

of our greatest challenges. The Mission referred to the BSR is Restore our Ocean and Waters 

by 2030.  



8 

 

 

BSSSC BOARD MEETING 

October 6th, 2021 

 

MINUTES 

 

 Baltic Sea States Subregional Co-operation  c/o Pomorskie Voivodeship 

Pomorskie Voivodeship  Ul. Okopowa 21/27 

Chairmanship 2020-2021  80-810 Gdańsk, Poland 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik raised an issue of sea - dumped ammunition as an important topic needed 

to be deepened and discussed as it was done at the Kiel Munition Clearance Week 2021 that 

took place on September 6th - 10th.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń - Frankowska thanked and said the Pomorskie Region also acted in the field 

of the clearance of munition. Mr Marshal raised his statement on this topic in the Committee 

of the Regions in May 2021.  

 

Mr Ilmar Reppalu supported the idea of Mr Stefan Musiolik.  

 

Mr Bodo Bahr said the issue of sea - dumped ammunition was also high on the agenda of the 

BSPC. The detailed report was prepared by BSPC’s Rapporteur. Everybody who is interested 

is welcome to ask questions.  

 

Mr Janne Tamminen said that the subject of the sea – dumped ammunition was very important 

to HELCOM as well.  

 

Mr Marshal gave the floor to Mr Matti Lipsanen. Mr Chairman expressed his warm gratitude 

to Mr Lipsanen’s commitment for the sake of BSSSC.  

 

6. Interreg BSR 2021-2027 programming 

6.1. Report from Mr Matti Lipsanen, Häme 

 

Mr Matti Lipsanen welcomed everybody gathered online and thanked for kind words as he ends 

his term as a BSSSC Civil Board member. He presented the Interreg recent developments. The 

presentation is attached to the minutes.  

 

Mr Matti Lipsanen repeated four priorities and nine Programme objectives. The Programme 

volume is about the same as it used to be in a previous period. The programme is quite small 

for investments but also quite large for soft networking. The budget for small projects is under 

€ 5 00 000.  

 

The next step is the approval of the Programme in all Programme countries. The plan is to 

submit the Programme for Commission approval in January 2022. 

 

Mr Matti Lipsanen shared information on an agreement taken on the 7th JCP meeting as follows: 

1) no launching of the call before all the national agreements submitted, 2) no financial 

commitments before the Programme approval, 3) disclaimer of the call announcement.  

 

Mr Matti Lipsanen presented Programme timetables. The Programme will pre - launch the first 

calls for applications in the end of this year. The official opening of the calls will happen 

in the beginning of  2022.  
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Concerning the Strategy governance, financing of assistance of policy area coordinators might 

launch not earlier than in the mid of the next year. If it relates to the Baltic Sea Strategy Point 

call, the financing of this issue, will take place in June 2022. There was a proposal to prolong 

the Let’s communicate project even until the next September. Calls to Strategy Forums (2023) 

will be launched in the mid of 2022.  

 

Mr Matti Lipsanen thanked Mr Marshal and the BSSSC Secretariat for time spent with the BSSSC 

family.    

 

Mr Marshal asked for comments.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik thanked Mr Lipsanen for his solid presentation. He expressed his regret due 

to the Programme delays. He suggested it would be helpful to have more frequent opening 

calls in time to come.  

 

Mr Chairman opened the floor to exchange news from the youth field.  

 

7. Youth involvement 

Mr Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Ms Julia Orluk, Ms Venla Hatakka 

7.1. Report from the BSSSC Autumn Youth Event 

7.2. Other EU youth - oriented initiatives 

 

Ms Julia Orluk took the floor in the name of Mr Christopher Lucht. Ms Julia Orluk reported on 

the elections to the BSSSC Youth Board. Mr Andreas Schoop (Brandenburg, Germany) is the 

new BSSSC Youth Board representative and will replace Ms Venla Hatakka (Helsinki Uusimaa 

Region, Finland). 

 

Mr Chairman thanked Ms Julia Orluk for the minutes.   

 

Mr Roger Ryberg thanked Ms Julia Orluk for the update and her commitment. He expressed his 

gratitude to Kaliningrad hosts for organizing the BSSSC Autumn Youth Event 2021.  

 

Ms Alla Ivanova thanked in the name of the Russian side.  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams thanked for the BSSSC Autumn Youth Event 2021 and mentioned Schleswig 

- Holstein supports youth issues.   

 

8. EUSBSR  

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network 

8.1. Report from EUSBSR Annual Forum 2020 

 



10 

 

 

BSSSC BOARD MEETING 

October 6th, 2021 

 

MINUTES 

 

 Baltic Sea States Subregional Co-operation  c/o Pomorskie Voivodeship 

Pomorskie Voivodeship  Ul. Okopowa 21/27 

Chairmanship 2020-2021  80-810 Gdańsk, Poland 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes welcomed everybody gathered online and reported on the recent 

developments of the EUSBSR.  

 

The EUSBSR is under the ongoing process of putting in place a new structure. Ms Ann Irene 

Sæternes said Policy Areas were constituting their steering groups and making new rules 

of procedures in line with what had been delivered from the National Coordinators. Regional 

organisations are welcome to join as observers in the PA work.  

 

The 12th EUSBSR Annual Forum took place from September 27th to October 1st. The event was 

held virtually due to the pandemic and gathered 1 700 participants. The Forum involved high – 

level speakers, e.g. President Ursula von den Leyen or EU Commissioner Elisa Ferreira. It was 

also a strong engagement of the youth.  

 

The Interreg Baltic Sea Region 2021 - 2027 kick - off event was organised in the framework 

of  the 12th EUSBSR and gathered 800 participants.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes suggested the incoming BSSSC Chairmanship of Zachodniopomorskie 

should consider which Policy Areas to have in close in their Work Plan.  

 

9. Short reports from other BSR organizations  

 

Mr Marshal thanked representatives of the main BSR organisations.  He expressed his gratitude 

for having CBSS, BSPC, and CPMR Baltic Sea Commission at the Board. Mr Mieczysław Struk 

gave the floor to Mr Bodo Bahr to report on BSPC’s recent activities.  

 

9.1. BSPC - Secretary General, Mr Bodo Bahr 

 

Mr Bodo Bahr thanked for the invitation to the BSSSC Board meeting and shared information 

on events under the auspices of the BSPC.   

 

The Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum took place on August 28th. More than 100 young 

participants discussed with parliamentarians, scientists and experts the main topics of the 30th 

BSPC Annual Conference such as: COVID - 19 pandemic, democracy, digitalization, climate 

change and preserving biodiversity. The need for constant implementation of dialogue 

with young people along with ongoing funding was underlined.   

 

Mr Bodo Bahr reported on the 30th Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, which gathered almost 

190 participants. It has brought together high - ranking experts to look at the current situation. 

The Conference addressed cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region, democracy in a changing 

media landscape as well as a general debate on re-starting after the COVID - 19 pandemic. 

The 30th BSPC unanimously agreed on the resolution, calling on the governments of the BSR, 

among others to develop the Baltic Sea Cultural Cities & Regions project, and solve the problem 

of sea - dumped ammunition.   
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The BSPC Working Group on Climate Change and Biodiversity met on October 4th in digital form 

to hear expert presentations on the role that peatlands, seagrass and forests played in carbon 

sequestration or storage efforts. Representatives from the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth 

Forum explained their calls as well as ideas on how to improve the environmental situation 

in the Baltic Sea region. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik thanked for the great cooperation between BSPC - BSSSC, especially on the 

topic of youth. He expressed also his gratitude for supporting the Baltic Sea Cultural Cities & 

Regions project. It was suggested to include the issue of sea - dumped ammunition during 

the BSSSC meeting in Brussels.  

 

Mr Chairman gave the floor to representative of the CBSS, Mr Bernd Hemingway.   

 

9.2. CBSS - Deputy Director, Mr Bernd Hemingway 

 

Mr Bernd Hemingway thanked for the invitation and expressed his regret of could not be in -

person in Kaliningrad. It was mentioned the topic of sea - dumped ammunition was covered 

in the Vilnius II declaration.  

 

Mr Bernd Hemingway mentioned German presidency in the CBSS will start on the 1st of July 

2022. Concerning a topic sea - dumped ammunition, he suggested to prepare a last minute 

letter  for HELCOM ministerial meeting, which will take place on October 25th.  

 

Mr Bernd Hemingway said that the CBSS is going to strenghten the network of stakeholders and 

partners - including on sub - regional and local level, like BSSSC, UBC and CPMR Baltic Sea 

Commission.  

 

Mr Bernd Hemingway said the Baltic Sea Youth Platform is an important space of generating 

a strong voice and involvement of the young generation and it needs to be sustained. 

He expressed also his gratitude to Schleswig - Holstein for readiness to give financial 

contribution.  

 

Mr Bernd Hemingway reported on the Baltic Sea Virtual Information Point to keep informed 

of BSR experts and how to contact them.  

 

The CBSS will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Expert Group on Sustainable Development 

in – person in Stockholm on November 24th.  

 

The Council is also working on the CBSS project support facility call. It will be opened early next 

year. The funding is € 65 000 and the condition is three member states to be involved in the 

implementation process of a given project.  
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Mr Bernd Hemingway said the CBSS supports the Baltic Sea Cultural Cities & Regions project. 

He expressed his gratitude to the BSSSC Chairman for the lobbing letter.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik supported the idea of the last minute letter from the BSSSC Chairman for the 

HELCOM ministerial meeting. He offered to check the possibilities if the Board recognizes the 

letter might be helpful.   

 

9.3. CPMR Baltic Sea Commission - Executive Secretary, Ms Lucille Ehrhart 

 

Mr Marshal gave the floor to the representative of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission, Ms Lucille 

Ehrhart to update on recent developments in this regard. Mr Chairman congratulated also 

on the General Assembly of the CPMR BSC and expressed his regret of could not join 

the meeting.  

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart thanked and shared information on the General Assembly of the CPMR Baltic 

Sea Commission.  

 

The CPMR Baltic Sea Commission held its General Assembly on September 23rd via online tools. 

The event was hosted by the Helsinki Uusimaa Region. The meeting brought together 

representatives from Member Regions to review activities carried out during the last year 

as well as to discuss EU policies of relevance for regional authorities.  

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart said the General Assembly unanimously had adopted a Resolution including 

key messages related among others to maritime affairs, energy and climate and the EU Strategy 

for the BSR as well as pan - Baltic organisations such as BSSSC, BSPC, CBSS. The Resolution 

is ready to download  here.  

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart thanked for the draft of the BSSSC Resolution, which supports the CPMR 

Baltic Sea Commission position on transport including the TEN-T revisions.  

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart reported on the BSC seminar about Arctic - Baltic Sea Region, that took place 

on September 30th within the EUSBSR Annual Forum hosted by Lithuania.  

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart shared information on the upcoming event co - organized by an informal 

Baltic Sea Group devoted to role of Baltic Sea ports in the sustainable blue economy. The event 

will be held within the European Parliament Intergroup SEArica. Invitation to the event was 

shared.  

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart referred to the delay of the Cohesion Policy programmes. CPMR Baltic Sea 

Commission is in a process of preparing an analysis that was separately shared.  

 

The issue of green transition was raised. The CPMR Baltic Sea Commission will on the topic 

of alternative flues in transport and EU Forest Strategy.   
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Mr Marshal thanked Ms Lucille Ehrhart and proceed to the next point on the agenda.  

 

10. Upcoming events 

10.1.The European Week of Regions and Cities, October 11th- 14th 

10.2.The EU Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) - October 25th-29th 

 

Mr Chairman asked the BSSSC Board Members to send information on worthwhile upcoming 

events in the BSR field. He expressed also his hope the BSSSC will be represented wherever 

and whenever the Chairmanship would not be able to go.  

 

10.3. The BSSSC Board meeting, December 1-2nd (Brussels) 

 

Mr Marshal Mieczysław Struk asked the Board members to make a decision on the December 

BSSSC Board meeting to be held in person, in a hybrid mode or full digitally.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes and Mr Roger Ryberg voted for a physical meeting in Brussels. 

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp supported the idea of an in – person meeting.  

 

11. AOB 

 

Mr Marshal asked the Board members to share anything important.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik reported on the hybrid conference Baltic Sea Region Future Forum under 

the title Setting sails for sustainable and prosperous Baltic Sea Region 2030. This high - level 

meeting is scheduled for February 17th - 18th in Lübeck.  

 

The event will involve experts and politicians from all around the BSR about pressing regional 

issues. Although the number of guests will be limited to 200 persons in order to obey the COVID 

- 19 restrictions, the BSSSC Troika as well representatives of the Russian Federation are very 

welcome to come.  

 

Ms All Ivanova thanked for the invitation and promised to forward more detailed information 

to Mr Governor Anton Alikhanov. She expressed also her hope to be on site.  

 

12. End of meeting 

 

As there were no further comments, Mr Chairman thanked everybody gathered online for 

fruitful discussions and closed the meeting.  

 

 

 


