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BSSSC Digital Board meeting Minutes                        

 

1.1 Opening of the Board meeting   

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz – (BSSSC Secretary General, Councilor of the West Pomeranian 

Region), Opening of the meeting  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz opened the meeting. He welcomed all the BSSSC Board members, 

guests, and representatives of the befriended BSR organisations. He thanked for the inputs 

received so far.  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz welcomed all those participating physically and hybrid at the last 

Board Meeting under the West Pomerania Presidency.  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz asked the Board to approve the Board meeting agenda.  

 

1.3. Adoption of the agenda 

 

The Agenda was approved. 

 

1.4. Adoption of the minutes from the Board Meeting in Szczecin, September 12th         

 

The Minutes were adopted. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz asked if there were comments to the minutes of the Board Meeting 

in Szczecin on 12.09.2023 .  

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes sent comments by email due to the fact that the minutes were sent 

quite late. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz minutes will be accepted after corrections and proceeded to the 

next point on the agenda. 

 

 

2. 1 Sum - up of the 31st BSSSC Annual Conference 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz – BSSSC Secretary General, Councillor of the West Pomeranian 

Region, Mr Stefan Musiolik, Schleswig - Holstein 

2. 2 Outcomes and results of the Annual Conference 2023 

2. 3 Plans for Annual Conference 2024 (presented by Schleswig - Holstein) 
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Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz thanked everyone who came to Szczecin. The Annual Conference 

involved over 20 experts and was visited by over 60 participants.  Important discussions on 

various topics took place. The BSSSC Annual Conference Resolution 2024 reflects the main 

conclusions, and has been published on our website.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes is pleased that the organization of the conference worked well, and 

that even more youth could be involved in the organization of the conference than in previous 

years. The sessions and content were well planned. However, the number of participants was 

not satisfactory. She stressed that she does not know exactly what the reason is that people 

signed up for the conference and were unable to attend. The reason could be that the 

Conference was for free. The youth's comments on the subject was encouraged. 

 

Ms Karolina Białczewska stated that the youth was very pleased to have the opportunity to 

actively participate in the conference. Compared to the Palanga Conference, this was a big 

change for the better. The Youth Event was not as good as the previous ones, but it's always 

hard to find the right balance between what the youth are interested in and what is planned in 

the agenda. It is a shame that the Pomeranian region is not represented as this would have 

been a good opportunity to discuss the next youth event to be held in Pomerania. 

 

Mr Elias Arndt mentioned, that the main problem is that at the last meeting there was not 

enough time to work through the material the youth had worked out with the experts. 

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp returned to the problem of participation in the conference. He 

highlighted an emerging problem, which is not showing up at meetings in person, but only 

participating in online meetings. The second problem is that the September-October period is 

a time that is extremely packed with all kinds of events. There is a lot of competition between 

conferences and events for participants. A further challenge is also,, that the organization of 

the BSSSC conference should be completed before the summer holiday season. If the agenda  

and speakers is not confirmed before then, people won't know what they are signing up for 

and won't want to put the conference in their calendars. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes added that since the Conference was held early in September there 

were also not many participants from Norway due to the elections that were taking place at 

the same time. She agreed what Reiner said. Ms Ann Irene Saeternes also asked to update the 

website and add the documents and presentations which were received in connection with the 

conference. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik put forward, that the presentation on plans for the next Annual 

Conference should be included to agenda point 4 in which the plan for the entire 

chairmanship will be presented and discussed. 
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Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz agreed and moved on to the next point on the agenda. 

 

3.1 Report from the West Pomeranian Chairmanship 2022-2023  

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz – BSSSC Secretary General,  

Councillor of the West Pomeranian Region 

3.2 Brief overview of West Pomeranian Chairmanship 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz emphasized that today's natural (e.g., climatic), socio-economic and 

political threats require ever closer cooperation among states and regions, the important 

elements of which are the exchange of experience, sharing of knowledge and, above all, taking 

joint initiatives to strengthen security. The Baltic Sea States Subregional Cooperation, fulfills 

just such a task. The conference on the 30th anniversary of the BSSSC in Szczecin was not only 

a summary of the current activities of the organization, but also made it possible to define 

further specific goals that will be implemented by subsequent presidencies. This proves that 

BSSSC remains a vital, dynamically developing and creative organization, and is therefore an 

important exponent of regional interests in relations with states, other international 

organizations and the European Union. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes proposed that Mr Toszek could tell more about the Ukraine project, 

which was led by the West Pomerania chairmanship. This project may be one that Schleswig-

Holstein will want to continue during its presidency. 

 

Mr Bartłomiej Toszek The main idea of this project was to treat Ukrainians not only as victims 

of war but as future partners. Workshops were created for them showing them how the region 

does administrative work in many different spheres. Previous assumptions about what should 

be communicated to them were proven to be one-sided, as the Ukrainian partners over time 

began to communicate towards the project drivers what they were most interested in. More 

than 140 participants were present at the workshop, which showed how interested Ukrainians 

are in these modules. Therefore, the continuation of this project is more than needed. The 

Ukrainian regions taking part so far have confirmed their ongoing interest in this project. 

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp Brandenburg does not have any Ukrainian partner so far but 

Brandenburg Region is nevertheless determined to contribute when it comes to this project. 

 

Mr Bartłomiej Toszek pointed out that the regions do not have to have partner regions in 

Ukraine. This project is aimed at helping the regions of Ukraine. This project can be developed 

further and more Regions of Ukraine can be added. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik thanked the West Pomerania region for its involvement in the entire 

chairmanship and asked for further involvement in the years to come in the project which was 
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started. S-H would be very happy, if Mr. Toszek would be able to become a rapporteur when it 

comes to Ukrainian affairs for the Schleswig-Holstein chairmanship and to continue the Ukraine 

project. A budget for Bartłomiej to work at BSSSC and travel to Board meetings should be 

secured. 
 

Mr Bodo Bahr thanked for the opportunity to participate in the celebration of the 30th 

anniversary of the BSSSC in Szczecin and for the work developed during the conference which 

can now be continued at the BSPC. Once again, he congratulated from BSPC on 30 years of 

excellent cooperation with BSSSC. 

 

Mr Roger Ryberg thanked West Pomerania for the chairmanship. It was an extremely 

challenging time. However, the end of the pandemic and Russia's aggression affected the  

chairmanship in many ways. However, it allowed for open discussions on important issues. 

 

4.1 BSSSC Work plan 2024 - 2025– first drafts of the incoming Chairmanship  

4.2  Presentation of draft for discussion by the incoming Chairmanship - Schleswig - 

Holstein, Germany 

4.3 Presentation of staff designated to BSSSC chairmanship and organisational issues 

 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik began by confirming the date of the Board Meeting on March 6/7 in Gdansk, 

Poland, and by confirming that the new chairman will be present at the meeting. He presented 

a working structure in which he announced three board meetings a year, continuation of five 

active working groups/rapporteurs including transport, innovation, cohesion policy, maritime 

policy and culture. Further working groups could be added. The workplan will be based on 5 points:  

1. Lobbying for sufficient EU funding schemes after 2027; 

2. Boosting Baltic Sea youth cooperation;  

3. Fighting for resilient societies and democracies; 

4. Strengthening sustainable mobility in the BSR; 

5. Fostering maritime affairs 

The challenges that the chairmanship wants to tackle:  

 Stick to the outlined working structure 

 Get dormant regions back on board 

 Get new regions to join (e.g. Denmark) 

 First tasks: individual talks to all board members in order to get a picture on the needs 

and wishes 

 Preferably install working group/or rapporteur on offshore wind energy and clearance 

of dumped munition  

 Preferably install working group/rapporteur on sustainable transport  

 Preferably install working group/rapporteur on Ukraine  

 Mr Musiolik expressed the hope that the Pomeranian Region could tackle the subject offshore. 
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Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska informed that the person who will take over her role at BSSSC 

is Karolina Lipinska, whom most of the Board Members had the opportunity to meet at the 

conference in Szczecin. She confirmed her interest in the offshore topic. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik asked if Mr Janne Tamminen would also be further interested in the 

maritime topics.  

 

Mr Janne Taminnen confirmed the interest.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik confirmed the choice of a date for the conference on September 19/20. The 

conference will be held in Kiel. The working title is – “Let’s fight for resilient societies and 

democracies!” The Board Meeting will be held on September 19. It is planned that it will be a 

two-day conference, with plenary parts and parallel sessions. He stressed that it is important 

for the regions and, above all, the groups' rapporteurs to be involved in the preparation of the 

conference. The new chairmanship also hopes to work more closely with other EU 

organizations. He also stressed that the Schleswig-Holstein Parliament will take over the 

Presidency of the Baltic Sea Parlimentary Conference 2024-2025. He presented the plan for 

2024: 

 Board Meeting on March 6/7 in Gdansk (EDU Offshore wind fair and BSSSC Youth Spring 

Event) 

 Board Meeting in 27/28 May in Latvia – confirmed by Ms Inese Suija – Markova. 

 BSSSC Autumn Youth Event in Kiel 

 Board Meeting on September 19 in Kiel 

 BSSSC Annual Conference September 19/20 

 Board Meeting in December in Brussels (Hanse Office) 

He also presented the plan for 2025:  

 Board Meeting in February/March 

 BSSSC Youth Spring Event 

 Board Meeting end of May in Lübeck in combination with the Fehmarnbeltdays (May 

24-26) or EUSBSR Annual Forum (Poland)  

 Board Meeting in September in Norway 

 BSSSC Autumn Youth Event in Norway 

 BSSSC Annual Conference in Norway 

 Board Meeting in December in our representation in Brussels (Hanse Office) 

At the end of the presentation, he presented the new secretariat of the BSSSC for 2024-2025. 

 

Ms Brigitte Köhnlein (Schleswig-Holstein Brussels Antenna for 2023-2025) welcomed all 

members and expressed her happiness to be able to work together within the organization. 
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Ms Susanne Grahl (Organization and Management for 2024-2025) also welcomed all members. 

She stressed that she was happy to be able to work with BSSSC and that she was pleased that 

she already knew some of the members and that this could help in the cooperation. 

 

Ms Franziska Kapteina (Media and PR for 2024-2025) greeted and informed that she had been 

working with Kaarina Williams on the Cultural Pearls project for the past year. She expressed  

excitement to work with BSSSC as well. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik invited discussion of proposals for the new chairmanship. 

 

Mr Roger Ryberg was pleased with the energy that is coming from the new chairmanship. He 

sees it as a very positive factor that Schlewig-Holstein will continue to include youth. BSSSC has 

had a good experience with youth not only as part of the board, but also as part of the annual 

conference team. He confirms, that also a financial commitment is needed by the regions to 

have the youth on board. He stresses how important close cooperation with other 

organizations will be in the coming years.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes stresses the point of lobbying for funding. First it’s not only about the 

money but its also about the involvement of the Regions and the cities in programming. It has 

two aspects – the money but also to keep the involvement of the Regions on a high level.  

As for Ukraine ENCN does not have Partner Regions but would like to be involved in this project. 

In Norway there is a special program dedicated to Ukraine, so now ENCN is lobbying to try to 

include a partnership aspect to this . The commitment to this topic is very high. When it comes 

to transport, there is an alliance where Viken, Brandenburg and Helsinki-Uusimaa are partners 

(SCANDRIA alliance). This alliance could be invited to the BSSSC working group on transport. To 

conclude, Norway is also interested in working more closely in the Transport Working Group. 

Last time Poland had the Annual Forum in Gdańsk in the application, BSSSC was a partner. 

Poland will also need this for the Annual Forum 2025. Maybe BSSSC could offer itself to be the 

partner once again. 

 

Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska reported that to her knowledge the City of Sopot is interested 

in this Forum. Ms. Magda Leszczyna-Rzucidło (PA Tourism) is involved in this topic. In mid-

November, the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs held a meeting on the subject where the 

Pomeranian Region showed its interest. 

 

Ms Inese Suija-Markova reported on her leadership of the Innovation Transfer Group and it 

seems that the group has the most practical approach to the work because it employs a format 

of one hour meetings once a month, with topics outlined in advance and guests who are experts 

in their respective fields. The group format offers open speech and fruitful discussions. This 
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format has been used by the group for more than a year. All the meetings are recorded and 

then made available to all BSSSC members. The group leaders would like to continue despite 

the fact that innovation has not been highlighted as a separate topic. It is seen as a horizontal 

theme for all other topics proposed by the new presidency. Ms. Suija-Markova believes that this 

gives BSSSC a very good basis for thinking about the topics that could be addressed along the 

way. The presented topics of the chairmanship  could be dealt with by shifting the perspective 

on innovative solutions for addressing the challenges that the chairmanship has set us for the 

next two years. Ms. Suija-Markova also suggested bringing new energy to the Innovation 

Transfer Group and addressed Schleswig-Holstein or any other Region to consider helping to 

coordinate the group to increase the group's potential. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik recognized the need of the Innovation Transfer Group to get additional 

resources and promised that the chairmanship will follow up on this issue. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes acknowledged that objectives of the new chairmanship is to involve the 

new regions from Sweden, for example, in the work of the BSSSC. Perhaps it would be 

worthwhile to think about inviting them to work in such a group and be a co-leader, to give 

them a role they can commit themselves to. Maybe it would raise their interest to join the 

organization. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik confirmed this idea and promised to follow up on this. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz moved to the next point in the agenda and  passed the floor to Ms 

Lucille Ehrhart from CPMR Baltic Sea Commission - Executive Secretary. 

 

Ms Lucille Ehrhart conveyed greetings from the president of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission. 

He would like to thank BSSSC very much for the invitation to the conference held in Szczecin 

and express his regret that he could not attend. Ms. Ehrhart presented a few activities of CPMR 

that may be of interest to BSSSC. Since there were some new faces in the BSSSC she reminded 

that CPMR is a network of 20 Regions around the Baltic Sea with focus on regional cooperation, 

which promotes the interest of the Baltic Sea to the European institutions, this is the reason 

why she herself is based in Brussels. She continued by presenting some of the recent activities 

that are of interest to BSSSC. The main goal of the CPMR and member regions is to promote 

the regional point of view in the future with the election of a new EU parliament and a new EU 

leader. It is very important to ensure that Baltic Sea issues are high on the agenda. The CPMR 

BSC also held an Annual Conference in September. The theme was cross border cooperation. 

There is also a resolution adopted at the conference. An important topic for the organization is 

how to better promote accessibility in the Baltic Sea region. There was an important meeting 

on drones in October, as the EU introduced a new drone strategy. CPMR BSC analyzed this 

strategy from the perspective of the regions but also with regard to sustainable mobility. 
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Another topic connected to transport is the impact of the new geopolitical context on transport 

in the Baltic Sea region. It was organized by CPMR, Helsinki Uusimaa Region and Scandria 

Alliance. The EU Commision was present at the meeting. CPMR BSC is also working hard on 

topics such as offshore energy and hydrogen initiatives. 

 

Mr Bodo Bahr came back to the presentation made by Mr Musiolik and congratulated on a great 

new programme. The Baltic Sea Cultural Pearls project was included in this years BSPC 

resolution. The BSPC  supports the project and promotes it among the Heads of the 

Governments. He stressed that the topic of dumped munition is very important to the BSPC. 

Mr Bahr also mentioned that BSPC received information about an Interreg South Baltic program 

funded project called Bold Wreck initiated by Pomorskie which is searching for project partners 

mainly from Sweden – maybe this is already done but he underlined that BSPC is supporting 

such projects.  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz called for a 10-minute break. 

 

5.1 Short updates from rapporteurs & experts groups (5 min. for each) 

5.2  Cohesion - Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp, Brandenburg  

5.3 Culture - Mr Stefan Musiolik, Ms Kaarina Williams, Schleswig - Holstein  

5.4 Transport - Mr Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council  

5.5 Maritime policy - Mr Janne Tamminen, Helsinki Uusimaa Region  

5.6 Innovation Transfer Group, Ms Inese Suija-Markova, Vidzeme Region 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz moved to the next point in the agenda and passed the floor to Mr 

Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp. 

 

Cohesion - Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp, Brandenburg  

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp stressed that the board members have already succeeded in 

drafting a common paper on the future of cohesion policy and suggested that after the 

conversations held the day before in the cohesion policy workshop there is still scope for 

making the text more provocative, e.g.  making it a little bit more negative about IRF. The role 

of the regions should be emphasized more, including the aspect of leaving no one behind. The 

importance of centralized implementation could be minimized. The proposal is to revisit the 

document, to implement the latest amendments and to adopt the document at the board 

meeting in Gdansk. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes talked about the administrative point made in the paper, its very clear 

when it comes to the mainstream rules which do not  apply to the Interreg programs. Where 

there are e.g. 10 different regions it’s more complicated.  
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Culture - Mr Stefan Musiolik, Ms Kaarina Williams, Schleswig – Holstein 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz moved to the next point in the agenda and passed the floor to Ms 

Kaarina Williams. 

 

Ms Kaarina Williams reported that on the top of the agenda is the project “Baltic Sea Cultural 

Pearls” which is in a very exciting phase. The most important premise of this project is how to 

achieve more social resilience through culture. PA Culture together with other actors held an 

interesting workshop at the annual EUSBSR Forum in Riga, where a panel debate was 

moderated on culture and resilience and how to involve youth. It will be interesting to see how 

the cities that receive the title Cultural Pearl will work out their ambitions and how this will 

affect other cities in the Baltic Sea Region. The key task for S-H in this project will be to make 

this a long-term endeavor. Apart from that there is a lot happening within the Policy Area 

Culture such as project development workshops and the like.   

 

Transport - Mr Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz reported that Jon was unfortunately unable to attend today's 

meeting and moved on to the next item on the agenda. 

 

Maritime policy - Mr Janne Tamminen, Helsinki Uusimaa Region  

 

Mr Janne Tamminen presented the EU's mission: Restore our oceans and waters, where the 

aim is to restore the health of the oceans and waters by 2030. DG Research and Innovation 

cooperating with the European Investment Bank has just launched a new initiative “Blue 

economy EU champions” that aims to support innovative projects helping to restore the ocean 

and waters. It will provide financial advisory to selected projects in the blue economy. Each 

project selected should display the potential to contribute to three objectives: restoring marine 

and freshwater ecosystems and biodiversity, eliminating pollution and de,carbonising the blue 

economy. A completely new event – The European Ocean Days  - will be organised for the first 

time in 2024. It will take place from 4th to 8th of March.  It will be a week of events related to 

European maritime topics: The Mission Ocean & Waters Forum on Tuesday 5 March 2024 

combined with a matchmaking event on Monday, 4 March 2024. The revised version of the 

European Union Maritime security strategy was approved by the Council at the end of October. 

HELCOM – the heads of delegation will have a meeting on 15th of December, on the agenda 

there are topics like climate change review in HELCOM policies, implementation of joint Baltic 

Sea actions, external financing and the draft recommendation on managing large and medium 

rivers. Mr. Tamminen also informed that the biggest maritime event in Europe – European 

Maritime day will be held in Denmark on 30-31st of May.  
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Ms Brigitte Köhnlein gave an input as Brussels Antenna. There will be a mission call for the 

Ocean mission in the Horizon programme especially targeted on coastal Regions and Cities. 

Maybe there could be interest in the board to have a seminar about this programme during the 

upcoming year.  

 

Innovation Transfer Group, Ms Inese Suija-Markova, Vidzeme Region 

 

Ms Inese Suija-Markova reported that after the Annual Conference two Innovation Transfer 

group meetings were held. Both of them have been devoted to the tools and concept that could 

help rural Regions to restore themselves and develop. The first workshop was devoted to the 

topic of Bio Districts. On 25 October an International Forum called "Mission Bio Region" took 

place. A memorandum of good will was signed between 13 institutional partners, on 

establishing the first organic District in the Baltics. The concept of the Bio district has been also 

embedding the EU Commission report on Organic Agriculture and it was endorsed by COR very 

strongly. COR is calling for the Regions and the local authorities to develop sustainable food 

systems and foster the collaborations between farmers citizens and local administrations 

associations. Tourist cultural enterprises are invited to act and develop according to the organic 

production consumption. The second workshop focused on offering co-creation spaces in rural 

areas to increase the number knowledge workers in the regions and to develop the 

environment that fosters creativity and invites people to live outside of the big cities.   

 

6.1 Reports from BSR strategies, programmes  

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network Overview 

of the document concerning  

6.2 Report 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes shared the dates for the EUSBSR Annual Forum 2024 – 29-30th October, 

Visby, Sweden. The partners will be the region of Gotland and the Nordic Council of Ministers. 

There is an expectation to revise the action plan under the Polish Chairmanship. BSSSC should 

be prepared for it and come forward earlier than last time with ideas. Now the awareness of 

the local and regional authorities is better than last time when they prepared it. Also, the Youth 

aspect is better embedded and this is what needs to be worked on, how the youth meetings 

can be financed sustainably. Ms. Saeternes informed that topic was on the agenda at the 

Interreg Meeting in Riga but she was informed that this wish for having the youth activities as 

as an obligatory part to the Annual Forum application has to come from the National 

Coordinators Group – they would have to ask Interreg to put it into the application system.  

Mr Elias Arndt asked if there are any events that Youth can attend before EUSBSR event.  

Ms Karolina Białczewska also pointed out that the topic of the last EUSBSR Forum was Youth. 
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Mr Elias Arndt emphasized the need to push for more youth involvement. The organizations 

should not be forced to have the youth on board, they should be interested in having youth 

participation. If that is the case, the youth events is much better and it doesn’t feel forced.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes underlined that the biggest issue about that topic is that it is a financial 

issue. The Interreg program funds the Annual Forum so it can be communicated to them that 

some of the money should also be used for youth. Ms. Saeternes believes that the Baltic Sea 

Region Youth Forum needs to act as ambassador of change and push this topic forward. 

 

Ms Karolina Białczewska agreed with what has been said, but also underlined that the lobby of 

Youth is not that strong and it would be great if the representatives from BSSSC could put 

forward this problem to the respective institutions and organizations.  

 

Mr Elias Arndt agreed with Ms. Białczewska. He stressed the fact there are many Interreg 

programs, however, he believes that youth feels left out, with not so many funds aimed at 

them.  

 

Ms Kaarina Williams added that it was already decided before that the BSSSC  Youth and the 

Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum will write a letter to the National Coordinator Group and the 

Monitoring Committee. Ms Williams personally thinks that the Swedish organizers are very 

open to this topic and that they want to include the Youth to the event on Gotland. However, 

there must be financial support for the youth.  

Mr Grzegorz Poznański added what will happen concerning youth before the EUSBSR event. The 

Danish Parliament Chairmanship in the BSPC and the Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum will 

organize a youth forum in August 2024. CBSS is working on plans to have a CBSS Youth 

Ministerial in Finland In Riga at the closing session of the Annual Forum Mr Poznanski had raised 

the point to make sure to include a regular budget item to the financing of the Annual Forum. 

Unfortunately sometimes the topic of Youth is loosing to the other important topics but 

underlined, that that’s why it is so important to raise those topics at the various occasions.  

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes continued her presentation on the BSR Interreg programme. She 

announced an upcoming meeting of the Monitoring Committee at which a large project on 

dumped ammunition, which has been discussed at BSSSC for quite some time, will be 

addressed. It would be great for BSSSC and the next Chairmanship to connect with this project. 

All the countries in the Baltic Sea are taking part in the project. BSSSC should try to get involved 

in this project aswell. CBSS is already a partner in that project but maybe Regional Organizations 

could come in as associated partners. The next call for the program will open in January and 

last until June. There will be no projects open for the Priority save the sea. The upcoming call 

will only be open for priority one and three. Work is underway to develop project platforms, 
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which aim at capitalizing on other projects with similar topics and work on policy papers 

together.     

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz thanked for the discussion and moved to the next point.  

 

7.1 Youth involvement 

Mr Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Ms Karolina Białczewska, Mr Elias Arndt 

7.1 Update on youth cooperation 2023 

7.2 Preview youth involvement 2024 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz  moved to the next point in the agenda and passed the floor to Mr 

Christopher Lucht.  

 

Mr Christopher Lucht stressed how important it is for him to talk and cooperate with the local 

organizers on the topic of the youth event to be held in Gdansk. He asked if Ms. Pochron-

Frankowska could update the board with the latest information. He gave the floor to Ms 

Karolina Białczewska and Mr Elias Arndt to report on what they have experience in the last 

months.  

 

Ms Karolina Białczewska praised the Palanga BSSSC Annual Conference for involving young 

people and for including them in important conversations. She confirmed that the Baltic Sea 

Region Youth Forum of CBSS is working hard and implementing first initiatives. The work on the 

handbook on disinformation and fake news, which was awarded to a youth project group at 

the CBSS Youth ministerial, is moving ahead and will be finalized in early 2024.   

 

Mr Elias Arndt participated in the Baltic Sea Youth Dialogue Event organized by CBSS. At the 

event there were many young people interested in the future of the Baltic Sea Region. At this 

event there was the opportunity to work on recommendations for the new chairmanship of the 

BSSSC. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes confirmed, that a member of BSSSC Youth, Lina was elected to the 

Youth Board in her Region. It is thereby confirmed, that she can keep her position as a deputy 

Youth Board Member.   

 

Mr Christopher Lucht noted that Lina can keep her position as a deputy Youth Board Member 

and confirmed that he would include her in meetings with Youth Board Members. Mr Lucht 

returned to the topic of the Spring Youth Event and deliberated on financial issues.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska conveyed that it must be a misunderstanding and that the case 

will be solved as soon as possible.  
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Mr Christopher Lucht showed a presentation on plans for the next months. There is the plan 

that BSSSC and CBSS and other organizations want to participate with a core project on youth 

involvement in the upcoming Interreg BSR call. There will be an exchange with CBSS on ideas 

on how to participate in this call. There are also plans for meeting with HELCOM with the Youth 

to prepare for the EU Elections. The youth is planning a BSR related questionnaire to the EU election 

candidates in the BSR Member States and is gathering input for that.  

 

8.1 Short reports from other BSR organizations  

8.2 CBSS - Deputy Director, Mr. Gustav Lindström, Mr Grzegorz Poznański 

8.3 BSPC - Secretary General, Mr Bodo Bahr 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz  moved to the next point in the agenda and passed the floor to Mr 

Grzegorz Poznański.  

 

Mr Grzegorz Poznański reported, that the new Finnish Presidency in the CBSS will continue the 

topics of the previous Presidency –youth, dumped munitions and offshore. He hopes that its 

still in the intention of the Finnish Presidency to organize the CBSS Youth Ministerial meeting 

in 2024. It would take place in June. The expert groups under the Finnish Presidency are working 

hard, on a variety of topics, one of them being combat of child trafficking. The key priority is 

civil protection, based on the Finnish rich experience on building the total defense and 

resilience, involving not only the military forces but also the relevant authorities and civil 

societies. The expert group on sustainable maritime economy started working on the priority 

of the green shipping corridors. CBSS believes, that regions should be involved in that topic so 

BSSSC will receive an information about the next seminar on that topic.   

Mr. Poznanski is very happy and proud of the Cultural Pearls project, the four first Baltic Sea 

Cultural Pearls will be selected in December. Mr. Poznanski thanked all the partners in the 

project and underlined that the cooperation between CBSS and BSSSC should be intensified.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik replied, that in the presentation of the new chairmanship of S-H for 2024-

2025 at BSSSC, the need for closer cooperation between organizations was stressed. BSSSC 

shows a willingness to become more involved and participate in meetings of other 

organizations to present voice of the regions.  

 

Mr Grzegorz Poznański agreed to organize a meeting of the directors of CBSS, BSSSC and other 

BSR organizations in the near future.  

 

Mr Bodo Bahr stressed how important the topic of financing youth meetings and events is. BSPC 

had two big sessions and visited two largest construction sites in Europe. They held a meeting 

of the BSPC working group on energy security, self sustainability, resilience and connectivity in 

Riga and visited the Rail Baltica construction site. BSPC learned that the Rail Baltica project will 

not only improve fast connections between the Baltic states and Poland but will have crucial 
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importance from the defence point of view. On the next meeting in Denmark they visited the 

construction site where the tunnel between Denmark and Germany is being built which is set 

to be a big improvement in the transport connection between those countries and not only 

them. The BSPC Standing Committee discussed ways to better protect the maritime 

infrastructure and improve safety and security of the landscape of the BSR. During the Danish 

BSPC Presidency the organization will focus on safety in BSR, through the lenses of energy 

supply security, defence and climate change. BSPC views energy supply security as a 

fundamental component of regional stability. BSPC works intensively to engage youth in their 

parliamentary work.  

 

 

9.1 BSSSC Board meetings 2024 (5 min. presented by Schleswig - Holstein)  

9.2 March 6-7 in Gdansk 

9.3 End of May/ beginning of June   

9.4 September/October  

9.5 December BRX 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik stated that the discussion on the youth event should be held in the near 

future to better organize the event in Gdańsk.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska confirmed that the Board Members are invited to Gdańsk to 

participate in the EDU Offshore Fair organized by Pomorskie and then to take part in the Board 

Meeting taking place on 6/ 7th March.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes asked to send out the information about the meeting before Christmas 

to have time to plan the travel. She encouraged the new chairmanship to update the email list 

of the BSSSC.  

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes proposed a meeting between youth and board members of BSSSC 

somewhere in the program for the meeting in Gdańsk.  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz  stressed that this board meeting is special because it is the last 

meeting of Ms. Monika Pochroń-Frankowska and Mr. Roger Ryberg. 

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp informed about the event organized by the German Embassy in 

Tallinn called the German Spring. In this regard, he was thinking of organizing a workshop about 

Baltic Sea Cooperation. If anyone is interested in this topic he can be contacted. This event is 

to be held in April.  

 

Ms Roger Ryberg ended the meeting with a farewell speech. 
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10.1 Upcoming events and important topics 

10.2 AOB 

10.3 End of meeting 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz thanked everyone for the successful meeting and closed the 

meeting.  

 

 
By: Ms Monika Schneider, West Pomerania Marshal’s Office 

 

 

 


