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Time: March 6" 15.00-17.00 / March 7t%: 09.00-13.00

Venue: Office of the Marshal of the Pomorskie Voivodeship, Okopowa Str. 21/27, Gdansk;
Participants: list > page 10

DAY 1 (March 6, 15.00-17.00)

1. Opening of the Board meeting
Mr. Werner Schwarz (BSSSC Chairman, Minister for Agriculture, Rural Areas, European Affairs
and Consumer Protection of Land Schleswig-Holstein) is chairing the meeting.
Mr. Leszek Bonna, Vice Marshal of Pomorskie, welcomes board members and guests.
Mr. Werner Schwarz opens the meeting with an introduction round.
= Agenda (Aft. 1) was approved.
= Meeting minutes (Brussels, Dec.7" 2023, Att. 6) were approved.

2. Report from the EDU Offshore Wind Fair (Att. 3 & 4)
Ms. Karolina Lipinska, Pomeranian Region, reports on the EDU Offshore Wind Fair (& side events)
on March 5"/6™ in Gdansk
e over 120 stands (companies and educational institutions) involved in offshore wind energy, over
8.000 mostly young visitors;
e Pomeranian Offshore Wind Platform Conference (prominent speakers: Wind Europe, Danish
ambassador);
¢ Baltic Challenge: 50 young people (age 17-25) had to find solutions for challenges suggested by
the exhibitors;
¢ Pomerania’s further activities in the field of offshore wind energy:
o organize visits at schools to promote labour market issues in the field of green energy;
o develop an offshore energy platform for regional and international companies and universities
(4 universities are dealing with offshore energy).

3. Update on Plans of the Chairmanship

Mr. Stefan Musiolik introduces the current status of the work plan of Schleswig-Holsteins

chairmanship.

o Members: SH lead bilateral talks with almost all board members and some pan-Baltic
organizations concerning expectations and ideas for the future work. Also “new” members
were addressed: Estonia (Polva) and Sweden (Stockholm). ENCN has new representatives at
the political level (Ms. Aud Hove, deputy Mr. Bjérn Rudborg).

e Rapporteurs on the following topics: maritime, cohesion policy, culture, innovation,
sustainable transport, offshore wind energy, Ukraine;

= Feedback from BM: To enhance board meeting discussions, BSSSC should prioritize 1-2
topics per meeting based on discussion papers.

4. Annual Conference 2024 & Board Meeting in Kiel (Att. 5)
e Sept. 18" evening: joint dinner (BSSSC board members and youth)
Sept. 19", 9-12 a.m.: BSSSC board meeting
Sept. 19/20", lunch-lunch: BSSSC Annual Conference
Sept. 19" evening: cultural event (Interreg BSR project: Cultural Pearls — Kiel)
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Moderation: Lykke Friis (former Minister for Climate in Denmark)
Key speakers: Egils Levits (former President of Latvia) — confirmed;
requested:  Toomas Hendrik llves (former president of Estonia, founder EUSBSR)
Prof. Schularick (Kiel Institute of World Economy)
Anna LUhrmann (State Minister at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Germany)
Parallel workshops at both days on key topics of the BSSSC chairmanship
Side event: BSSSC autumn youth event
Feedback from BM:
o allow more time for speeches and debates (or less speakers) (NO/LT);
o introduce further important topic: food security / resilient food systems (NO/LT);
security at risk (BB)
o prevent time conflicts with similar topics (offshore & hydrogen; Interreg platform
projects — cohesion);
o engage youth in panels and workshops
Mr. Stefan Musiolik encourages the BM to deliver input to the programme. Board members
are invited to organize and take the lead for additional workshops.
Joint resolution: A first draft will be shared at the next board meeting.

Democracy and Freedom of Speech in the light of the election year 2024

Mr. Werner Schwarz introduces the topic: Next to the European elections, Europe faces also
regional elections with concerns over significant gains by right-wing parties.

Mr. Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp reports on Brandenburg's current political situation, where
right-wing extremism is at 30%. Despite poll variations, right-wing populist party AFD is
expected to take the lead unless democratic parties collaborate. Large anti-AFD
demonstrations offer some optimism.

Mr. Werner Schwarz emphasizes the pan-European nature of this right-wing movement,
urging action across the continent.

5. Short reports from other BSR organizations (key points)

4.2

CBSS - Director General, Mr. Grzegorz Poznanski

Good exchange at the Directors/Secretary General Meeting in the morning, hopes for regular
dialogues among the pan-Baltic organizations.

Priorities of the Finnish CBSS Presidency (07/2023-06/2024): Focus on ensuring a safe and
secure Baltic Sea region, combating child trafficking, involving youth in democracy
strengthening, and promoting maritime green corridors.

Upcoming events: CBSS youth ministerial in May and the CBSS ministerial in June, which will
also unveil plans for the Estonian presidency (07/2024-06/2025).

Cooperation with partners: Emphasis on collaboration with various partners, including youth
participation in events such as the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference Youth Forum and
EUSBSR Annual Fora.

Projects and initiatives: Highlighting the importance of projects like Baltic Sea Cultural Pearls
(with 18 partners from the BSR) and the multilevel governance approach to addressing
contemporary challenges and regional issues effectively.
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BSPC - Secretary General, Mr. Bodo Bahr
EU meetings revealed that the Ukraine conflict stresses the need for solidarity in defending
democracy. Sweden's NATO membership improves the security in Northern Europe. Unity
among democratic Baltic Sea states is crucial for such threats. Key issues include energy
security through renewable transitions, ocean conservation, and the implementation of the
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan. Progress on these fronts was noted, though challenges
remain. Future discussions will focus on energy sustainability, defence cooperation, and
climate initiatives in the Baltic Sea region.
Upcoming events include a working group meeting on energy sustainability in Helsinki and
discussions on the Faroe Islands. The Danish presidency will focus on safety in the Baltic Sea
region, with an emphasis on energy supply security, defence cooperation, and climate
initiatives. Additionally, plans for a study visit to Finland's eastern border were discussed to
better understand the region's defence needs and provide support.
The Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum — with support from the CBSS — will explore
themes of safety and sustainability in the region. Discussions will also cover hybrid threats and
energy security.

CPMR Baltic Sea Commission — Executive Secretary, Ms. Lucille Ehrhart

The executive committee of BSC met with MEPs to discuss key messages from the previous
year’s resolution, emphasizing future cohesion policy and Baltic Sea issues like energy
security and maritime safety..

The upcoming General Assembly on May 22nd in Kotka, Finland, will focus on security
cooperation for a resilient Baltic Sea region, with attention to challenges in Finnish border
regions due to the closure with Russia.

Working groups within the commission facilitate information exchange and cooperation among
member regions. The transport working group will discuss recent TEN-T regulation aimed at
improving transport connections in the Baltic Sea region. The maritime working group will
address topics like offshore wind and fishery, exploring synergies between sectors. The
energy working group has developed a position paper on hydrogen and is compiling a report
on hydrogen-related developments in the region.

In early April, a conference on the Arctic will be organized in the Finnish Parliament, focusing
on green industrialization and geopolitical challenges in the Arctic region. Additionally, the
CPMR will adopt its position paper on the future of cohesion policy in March, with a meeting in
Greece attended by EU Commissioner Ferreira.

The update concludes on a sad note about two promoters of the BSR: the passing of Jari
Nahkanen, former BSC President (2018-22), and Eric Bergkvist, former BSC President (2010-
12) and MEP.



5.1
5.2

5.3

. s BSSSC BOARD MEETING
s BOARD MINUTES DRAFT
) S March 6-7, 2024, Gdansk

DAY 2 (March 7t, 09.00-13.00)

Mr. Werner Schwarz opens the meeting.

Mr. Stefan Musiolik informs about the Secretary/Director Generals’ meeting of pan-Baltic
organisations (BSSSC, BSPC, CBSS, BSP, UBC).

BSC, UBC, and BSSSC will collaborate on drafting a joint paper advocating for reinstating
high-level meetings in the Baltic Sea Region, last held in 2012.Despite previous efforts,
progress on this matter has been limited.

The paper will target upcoming and past presidencies, including Estonia, Germany, Finland,
and Poland. Coordination and political input at the highest level are crucial due to the region's
diverse policy fields.

Mr. Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp suggests prioritizing security, such as psychological
resilience and preparedness, as a unifying force.

A follow-up to the Secretary/Director Generals’ meeting is planned between CBSS/BSSSC.
The December Board Meeting in Brussels will advocate for Baltic Sea Cooperation post-
European Elections.

Mr. Grzegorz Poznanski suggests that the December Board Meeting in Brussels should be
combined with lobbying for Baltic Sea Cooperation after the EU Elections (“Baltic Week”).
The Board Members have decided to proceed with the development of a joint paper
advocating for the revival of a high-level summit in the Baltic Sea Region, as suggested.

Short updates from rapporteurs & expert groups

Cohesion Policy: follow up on common position paper — Mr. Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp,
Brandenburg

Latest findings of the high-level group on cohesion policy revealed that many regions are
stuck in a development trap (e.g. Helsinki-Uusimaa), which could lead to increased funding.
The forthcoming cohesion report is expected at the end of March, after that significant
progress may be delayed due to the European elections.

The impact of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) on cohesion policy is another key
topic. The RRF's centralized and less bureaucratic implementation competes with the
regional-level, rather complex implementation of cohesion policy.

There will be an ad-hoc working group (BB/NO/LV) that will draft a discussion paper on
cohesion policy before the next board meeting, which could be discussed at the annual
conference and provide input into renewed discussions on cohesion policy following the
establishment of new European institutions.

Culture — Ms. Kaarina Williams, Schleswig-Holstein

Efforts are ongoing to secure sustainable funding for cultural projects and to boost recognition
of macro-regional strategies. This is also essential for cohesion discussions, since macro-
regional projects are often excluded from centrally managed programmes like Creative Europe
that require a broader geographical scope.

The Interreg project Cultural Pearls BSR, led by CBSS since 2023, is seeking financing after
the project ends. The Cultural Pearls 2025 nomination process will open soon. BSSSC
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members are invited to hand in applications and spread the information. Bodo Bahr will check,
if it will be possible to promote it politically at the BSPC Annual Conference in Denmark
(Helsingar).

Collaboration between PA Education and PA Culture will address the issue migrant integration
through cultural initiatives.

The upcoming CBSS Culture for Resilience Forum in Jakobstad, Finland, on May 7"/8™ offers
a chance to get political support for cultural initiatives in the region.

Mr. Grzegorz Poznanski stresses project sustainability, similar to the continuation of the BSR
Youth Platform/Forum’s continuity.

Sustainable Transport — Mr. Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council (postponed to 11:30)
The report (Att. 8) refers to a transport paper which was circled before the meeting (see att.
transport paper)

It outlines a broad approach to sustainable transport covering various modes and scales of

transportation, including innovative options (drones, hyperloop systems).

o In order to enhance collaboration and policy statements there should be a network of
transport contacts within the BSSSC regions; a closer cooperation with PA Transport and
formalizing ties with the CPMR BSC Transport Working Group; there is a lack of German
and Polish members in the CPMR BSC Transport Working Group;

Existing networks as Scandria Alliance and POLIS could act as further potential partners for

collaboration.

Stefan Musiolik: need for prioritization (e.g. 1. alternative fuels with focus on hydrogen with

heavy duty vehicles, ships and aircraft, 2. night train connections)

Jon Halvard is invited to support STRING at the Annual Conference to organize a workshop

on hydrogen with heavy duty vehicles Cooperation with STRING and PA Transport;

For the BSSSC Annual Conference 2025: mobility working group with experts from ENCN SH

(hydrogen-STRING network); maybe also Region Vidzeme (but rather for capacity building

than expertise) and Stockholm?

Maritime policy, Mr. Janne Tamminen, Helsinki Uusimaa Region
The maritime policy sector is facing several significant developments and upcoming events.
The European Maritime Days, organized by the European Commission, will be held this year
in Svendborg, Denmark, from May 30"/31t, with registration opening soon.
The United Nations Environmental Assembly has adopted a resolution, led by the EU to
address climate change, marine biodiversity loss, and pollution. Additionally, a political
agreement has been reached to modernize investigations of maritime accidents.
In Brussels, the EU Ocean Mission Forum discussed future ocean technologies and the blue
economy. The Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) is celebrating its 50" anniversary this year,
with its annual and ministerial meetings scheduled in Riga, Latvia. Russia's membership in
HELCOM has posed challenges, leading to meetings being termed as informal consultation
sessions, excluding Russia.
HELCOM has also initiated its first data call for the Baltic Sea region, aiming to collect data to
enhance spatial planning, with a focus on incorporating cultural values and heritage into
maritime planning.
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Mr. Stefan Musiolik adds that Schleswig-Holstein is very active on the issue of munition
clearance. At the Munition Clearance Week in Kiel in 2021 organized by the Ministry for
Environmental Affairs in Schleswig, Kiel showcased its regional expertise. At the upcoming
BSSSC Annual Conference, there will be a workshop on this topic in cooperation with CBSS
and HELCOM.
Stakeholders stress the importance of moving from research to action. The German

Bundestag allocates 100 million euros for munition salvage, with operations starting in
September in Libeck (SH).

Innovation Transfer Group, Ms Inese Suija-Markova, Vidzeme Region

The Innovation Transfer Working Group meets monthly with practical discussions and guest
speakers focusing on innovation and innovation management. Recent discussions highlighted
the importance of innovation in the public sector and the problems in involving businesses.
The group aims to strengthen the regional dimension of innovation policy for 2025-2034.

The next meeting, scheduled for March 27th, will feature a speaker from the COM discussing
innovation valleys and their practical implications at the regional level.

Meetings are open to the public, with online participation available, announced on LinkedIn;
invitations are welcome to be disseminated in the public. Board members are welcome to
propose topics for webinars and suggest speakers

First suggestions from the board members: Digital Learning Campus (Stefan Musiolik),
Hamburg transport system (Elias Arndt), EU Innovation Group (Karolina Lipinska), Baltic Sea
Region Smart Specialization Network Vasterbotten (Lucille Ehrhart).

Cooperation with Ukraine, Mr. Bartlomiej Toszek, Westpomeranian Region

In 2023, Odessa and Mykolaiv were addressed, but feedback is slow: While Odessa has
shown interest in continuing the project, there has been no response from Mykolaiv or
Kherson, so far. Informal talks with authorities in the Poltava region indicate potential interest
in participation.

Mr. Grzegorz Poznanski informs that CBSS is mandated to engage Ukrainian partners in
projects to support them through Baltic Sea networks, but due to the conflict, CBSS is
exploring integrating them into existing initiatives to share resources more effectively while
recognizing the challenges in maintaining contacts given Ukraine's situation.

Mr. Stefan Musiolik suggests exploring cooperation possibilities with UBC, CPMR BSC, and
Interreg Europe.

Offshore Windenergy, Ms. Karolina Lipinska, Pomeranian Region (Aft. 9)

BSSSC could put more focus on action over talk in supporting Baltic Sea regions e.g. by
organizing joint business events and study visits (e.g. Bornholm Energy Island).

Work on offshore wind energy should be intensified, the European Union is also going into the
direction of concentrating the production and value chains within the European borders;
business-to-business meetings have to be organized in order to align with European Union
directives on production and value chain localization. There is a strong need to streamline
permission processes. Contacts with Wind Europe could help to address regulatory
challenges.
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BSSSC members should share their contacts with Karolina, so she could ensure all
stakeholders benefit from joint efforts on this topic.

Ms. Karolina Lipinska prepares a paper for the BSSSC Board members on Offshore wind with
concrete suggestions for future work.

Reports from BSR strategies, funding programmes

Report from EUSBSR Strategy, Ms. Marlene Riedel, Baltic Sea Strategy Point
Introduction on the structure of the EUSBSR strategy point and future plans (Att. 10).

The Baltic Sea Strategy Point as a central hub facilitating communication between national
coordinators, policy area coordinators, and the European Commission (and DG Regio).

Key points included the significant budget allocated to the strategy, its close ties with the
European Commission, ongoing efforts to leverage various funding sources, and the
upcoming update of the action plan

The Action Plan is a core document guiding the strategy's implementation, involving inclusive
consultations with various stakeholders (final approval expected by early 2026).

The next Annual Forum will take place in Visby / Sweden in Oct. 29-31 2024.

Board members discussed the youth involvement in the upcoming Annual Forum. However,
youth participation is not a priority for the BSP. Collaboration among the BSSSC members is
ongoing to ensure youth participation (Improving the application for the Annual Forum in the
Interreg BSR programme).

Ms. Ann Irene Saeternes agrees on drafting an initial paper for a panel debate at the Annual
Forum on multi-level governance and the necessity for achieving more tangible results.

Report on current issues and events in BSR funding programme, Ms. Ann Irene

Saeternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network

Information on the current Interreg BSR call (3rd call), which is open until June 21st for prio 1

and 3 (innovative and climate-neutral societies), not for prio 2 (water). It is the last call for

regular projects, there will be a call for small projects next year on all priorities.

Stakeholder consultations has opened for feedback on Interreg / cohesion and has invited

pan-baltic organisations to respond (HELCOM, VASAB, BSSSC). Deadline is at the end of

April. BSSSC should use this opportunity to give input.

The next task force will be in Copenhagen on March 19th on

1. Project platforms (share results also with other programmes and connect them to the Policy
Areas. PACs can also be associated partners; call will be open from June-September 2024,
projects will last for 3 years.

2. Future of Interreg: gathering input and planning the next generation of the BSR Interreg
programme

Ms. Kaarina Williams informs the Board members that the BSSSC chair was contacted by

the BSR Interreg Secretariat regarding platform projects and capitalization issues (define

common outputs).

Report from Brussels Antenna, Ms. Brigitte K6hnlein, Hanse Office Brussels (Aft. 11)
Upcoming elections and legislative deadlines (“run to end of March”)
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Implementation progress of the EU Green Deal, particularly in energy and climate sectors’
Conflicts surrounding nature protection and biodiversity regulations

Concerns about potential changes to agricultural policy affecting subsidies

Offshore wind energy plans for the Baltic Sea region

Future EU priorities, including Green Deal implementation, economic competitiveness, and
security

= The next Board Meeting on Dec. 10"/11™ in Brussels (Hanse Office) will be a good time for
talks with parliamentarians and should be combined with a Baltic Sea event with CBSS etc.

e Mr. Gustav Lindstrom: EU is drafting its strategic agenda for 2024-2029, due in June. It
focuses on competitiveness, resilience (including food security and medicine access), security
(strategic minerals in the Baltic Sea), migration.

7.1 Youth involvement, Mr. Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator

e Acknowledges the innovative format and valuable insights gained at the EDU Offshore Wind
Fair and the Baltic Challenge

e Reports on BSSSC Youth workshops on fake news and offshore activities (March 6™)

e Provides information on the youth event prior to the annual conference in September;

o Expresses wish to broaden participation from regions beyond Poland, Germany, and Norway,
board members are invited to motivate their youth in participating

e Discusses plans to apply for funding opportunities and develop a questionnaire for the
European elections

¢ Invites the board members for proposals for the spring youth event in 2025.

7.2  Input by the BSSSC youth on the “Baltic Challenge EDU Offshore”, Mr. Elias Arndt
BSSSC Youth Board Member

¢ Despite some confusion over topics, the Baltic Challenge event concept was well-received.

e Attendees expressed satisfaction and optimism for improvement in the future.

¢ The event hosted participants from Sweden and Denmark who were previously unfamiliar with
BSSSC, but expressed interest in future events and provided contact details

e Emphasis on the importance of continuous membership in Baltic Sea Region policy-making
events for sustaining board memberships etc.

¢ Limited events and low participation pose challenges for continuity.

7.3 Update on youth cooperation 2024, Mr. Andreas Schoop (Baltic Sea Region Youth

Forum)

Proposal to consider funding travel costs for youth from regions not represented on the board
to encourage broader participation

Hoping for successful meetings in Helsinki (Youth ministerial) and Denmark (BSPC Youth
Forum), to boost future engagement

L EU declaration for offshore wind energy = 2025: 111 GW total / 35 GW Baltic Sea (now: 2-3 GW)
Marienborg declariation for Baltic Sea =» 2030: 20 GW
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Update on the Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum (BSRYF) Youth Board operation, including
upcoming elections and activities
Plans for the CYR (Committee of the Youth Representatives) membership application opening
on May 22-24 and preparation for the BSPC Youth Forum in August
Discussion on the need for diverse representation in youth activities and potential mentorship
programs
Collaboration with national youth councils and municipalities to spread awareness and secure
funding for participation in events

Importance of advance planning and proactive outreach to engage participants from diverse
regions.

Upcoming events and important topics

Ms Inese Suija-Markova on preparation of the Board Meeting in Césis on May 28"/29'":

o Draft agenda has been sent out to the BSSSC chair (Att. 12)

e lunch to lunch

e Afternoon session on the first day will include introductions to the region, municipality, and
cultural highlights (Cultural Pearl Rijiena)

¢ Round table discussions on cultural democracy and social resilience are planned, with
potential speakers from the region

e Location confirmed at the newly opened Space Education Center (joint excursion)

e Practicalities: Venue located outside of Bria, approximately an hour by car, challenges with
accommodation due to tourism season, alternative options like Airbnb’s available

o Hotel option secured with 20 rooms blocked at a design hotel (€117 - €132 per room)

¢ Invitation for attendees to confirm interest in hotel accommodation for direct booking
arrangements

AOB
e no comments

End of meeting 13:15
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SHC

Participants

Last name First name Representative of-...

Arndt Elias BSSSC Youth 2nd day
Bonna Leszek Pomorskie Voivodeship 1st day
Egle Stonke Klaipeda region

Gercane Laila Vidzeme Region

Grahl Susanne Schleswig-Holstein

Kneifel-Haverkamp Reiner Brandenburg

Kohnlein Brigitte Schleswig-Holstein (Brussels Antenna)

Krzeminski Adam Pomorskie Voivodeship

Lindstrém Gustav CBSS Secretariat

Lipinska Karolina Pomorskie Voivodeship

Lucht Christopher Youth coordinator Brandenburg 2nd day
Morawska Monika Pomorskie Voivodeship

Musiolik Stefan Schleswig-Holstein

Poznanski Grzegorz CBSS Secretariat

Rudborg Bjorn Eastern Norway County Network

Saeternes Ann Irene Eastern Norway County Network

Schoop Andreas Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum 2nd day
Schwarz Werner Schleswig-Holstein

Suija-Markova Inese Vidzeme Region

Tamminen Janne Helsinki-Uusimaa

Tautaviciute Greta Klaipeda Region

Williams Kaarina Schleswig-Holstein

Online

Anilioné-Lipovec Asta Klaipeda city municipality

Bahr Bodo Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference

Ehrhart Lucille CPMR Baltic Sea Commission

Eide Jon Halvard Vest-Agder County 2nd day
Riedel Marlene Baltic Sea Strategy Point 2nd day
Toszek Barttomiej Westpomerania 2nd day



