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Date: May 22nd  2023  
Hybrid meeting 
 

Present: 
 

Board Members: Mr Olgierd Geblewicz (BSSSC Chairman – President of West Pomerania 
Region), Mr Stefan Musiolik (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs and Consumer Protection of 
Schleswig - Holstein, Germany), Mr Roger Ryberg (County Mayor, Viken County Council, Eastern 
Norway County Network), Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp (Brandenburg Ministry of Finance 
and for European Affairs, Germany), Mr Ossi Savolainen (Regional Mayor of Helsinki-Uusimaa 
Regional Council), Ms Inese Suija - Markova (Vice-Chairman of the Vidzeme Planning Region 
Development Council), Ms Karolina Białczewska (BSSSC Youth Board Member, West Pomerania 
Region, Poland). 
 
 
Board Civil: Mr Christopher Lucht (BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Brandenburg, Germany), Ms 
Kaarina Williams (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs and Consumer Protection, Schleswig - 
Holstein, Germany), Ms Ann Irene Sæternes (Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County 
Network), Monika Pochroń-Frankowska (Deputy Director of Chancellery of the Marshal for 
International & Interregional Cooperation in the Pomorskie Region), Mr. Janne Tamminen 
(Helsinki-Uusima Region), Göril Tennes Krogh (Viken County Council, Eastern Norway County 
Network), Laila Gercane (Head of Development and Project Department, Vidzeme Planning 
Region), 
 
Special guests: Dr Stefanie Wodrig (Baltic Sea Strategy Point), Marlene Riedel (Baltic Sea Strategy 

Point) 
 
Observers: Mr Bodo Bahr (BSPC Conference), Mr Bernd Hemingway (Council of the  Baltic Sea 
States) 
 
Secretariat: Ms Joanna Iwancz (BSSSC Executive Secretary), Ms Monika Schneider (BSSSC 
Communication Officer), Mr Bartłomiej Toszek (BSSSC Communication Officer) 
 
 
Should digital participants also be listed? South West Finland and others? 
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BSSSC Digital Board meeting Minutes                        

 
1. Opening of the Board meeting   
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek – (BSSSC Communication Officer), Opening of the meeting  
 
1.1. Opening of the meeting 
 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek opened the meeting. He welcomed all the BSSSC Board members, guests, 
and representatives of the befriended BSR organisations. He thanked for the inputs received so 
far. Informed that the meeting will start with his assistance in conducting the meeting. He 
informed that President Geblewicz will join us as soon as he arrives in Potsdam. He proposed 
to rearrange a bit the scheduled points on the agenda.  
 

 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek asked the Board to approve the Board meeting agenda.  
 
1.2. Adoption of the agenda 
 
The Agenda was approved. 
 
1.3. Adoption of the minutes from the Board Meeting in Turku, February 1st and 2nd, 2023 
 

The Minutes were adopted. 
 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek asked if there were comments to the minutes of the Board Meeting in 
Turku, February 1st and 2nd, 2023. 
 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek proceeded to the next point on the agenda. 
 
2. 1 EduOffshore Conference  
Monika Pochroń-Frankowska, Pomorskie Region 
2. 2 Report on the conference 

 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek passed the floor to Monika Pochroń-Frankowska, 
 
Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska presented the outcome of the first Education Careers Fair 
EDU OFFSHORE WIND 2023. EDU OFFSHORE WIND 2023 as a final event, was preceded by an 
education program conducted in secondary schools from November 2022 to March 2023. It 
gathered over 6000 visitors in total. This initiative was mainly addressed to the youth. (More 
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information about this event will be included in the presentation sent along with the minutes) 
She wanted to invite everyone to the second edition of this event. 
 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes made a comment that she joined this event on linkedin but most  of the 
panels were in Polish. She asked if next year it would be also in English to attract not only Polish 
audience.  
 
Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska thought that maybe the organizers did not expect a huge 
number of online participants from other countries, which may be why the version in English 
did not work. She will try to take up this topic so that next year it will be better organized. 
 
Mr Stefan Musiolik asked if there are any conclusions concerning our activities within BSSSC, 
how could we pick up from your experiences, what would be the message for the other regions 
to go to the same directions?   
 

Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska stated that Pomorskie Region wants to hold the BSSSC  Spring 
Youth Event dedicated to the theme of offshore, particularly focused on the youth part. The 
whole initiative in doing the Fairs was a success, especially the ideas for practical training during 
the fair that connected companies that show potential interest in hiring young people. 
 

Mr Christopher Lucht underlined that the topic of offshore is vey high on the agenda when it 
comes to Youth in BSSSC. Couple weeks prior to this Board Meeting the Youth had the 
opportunity to take part in webinar dedicated to this topic. We think that this topic will be very 
popular for us for a long-term, especially since it will also be discussed at the Conference in 
Szczecin. 
 
Mr Roger Ryberg took  the floor to thank the hosts and to thank Ms Monika Pochroń-
Frankowska for a good presentation about an important topic.  He underlined the importance 
to educate young people for the green transformation  in order to get better results in this 
regard in the future. 

 
3.1 Cultural Pearls Project  
Mr Felix Schartner-Giertta Project Manager, CBSS  
3.2 Presenatation 

3.3 Discussion and comments concerning the topic  

 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek passed the floor to Mr Felix Schartner-Giertta to present Cultural Pearls 
Project.  
 
Mr Felix Schartner-Giertta thanked for the invitation. The BSR Cultural Pearls project is 
supported by Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme and is a 3-year project. The consortium 
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consists of 12 partners, mainly local and regional authorities. CBSS is a lead partner, and the 
project started in January 2023. Cultural Pearls – what is it? It’s a award or a title that is given 
to applicant cities for a year but it’s also a  capacity building program for local authorities to 
boost their ability to work with social resilience locally with the help of local assets particularly 
culture. A network is being created for cities across the BSR, working with the community on 
social resilience. The goal of the project is to build capacity in smaller cities to strengthen their 
work on social resilience, but with the help of culture. We want the project to raise the 
international profile of the Cities with the title “City with Pearls”. We hope it will influence a 
sense of belonging and involvement among local residents. It will also give a boost to local 
creativity. The project is in a development faze so for the first year it won’t be publicly 
promoted, it will be more directly promoted to local authorities to recruit the first Pearls. It is 
approach that way because we want the local authorities to sort of become co-creators of the 
project. The second year the project will be supported by BSR wide campaign to attract as many 
applications as possible.  
 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes asked if only partners of the project will be able to apply to become 
“Cultural Pearls”? 
 
Mr Felix Schartner-Giertta informed that the “Pearls” of both years will be external to partners. 
The project partners themselves will not be named “Cultural Pearls”. Neither in the first year 
nor the second year. The difference in the first year is there will not be a public campaign to 
become a “Pearl” because we will rely on the partners and their contacts to spread the word. 
But even on the first year we won’t be stopping anyone from applying.  
 
Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp is the project aims for it to be only 3 years project or there is an 
option to extend it? And the other question is in the regard of the third pillar “the network” – 
is that network only opened to selected Pearls or is it open to all applicants?  
 
Mr Felix Schartner-Giertta the ambition is to make the project a long-time project. The project 
funding for now stands for three years. Regarding the network it can be a core supporting tool 
during the project years and continue after the project is finished.  
 
Ms Kaarina Williams thanked for a good presentation of the project and as Schleswig – Holstein 
is a partner in this project she wanted to share one comment about how important Reiner’s 
question was. The mission of the partners in this project is to make it durable and sustainable 
and to make the award something that will stay in the BSR. For this to happen the project needs 
the political support from different organizations e.g. BSSSC and UBC. We hope that we will be 
able to update you while the project progresses and even find common solutions to the 
problems identified on the way. We want to engage the BSSSC in this project and into its 
outcomes.  
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Mr Christopher Lucht How should we classify the concept of a small city you mentioned in the 
presentation? For example, is it under 100,000 inhabitants? Can larger regions join the project 
or only classified as city or village. 
 
Mr Felix Schartner- Giertta Some terms and definitions are still under discussion and have not 
been defined by us. We have a working-group when it comes to the selection criteria. Most 
likely state capitals will not be recognized or second largest cities. When it comes to the region 
question – all of the BSR Regions will be considered in the project but I am not sure if they will 
be considered as a “Pearl” if it will be a whole region.  
 
Mr Stefan Musiolik would like to address Bodo Bahr speaking for Baltic Sea Parliamentary 
Conference. It would be very important for us the project if the awareness of the topic of 
“Cultural Pearls” and the longer founding would be more visible. We need to put it high on the 
political agenda and secure long time of funding for this project.  
 
Mr Bodo Bahr confirmed that it can be a good idea to address this topic at the conference and 
in the BSPC resolution as an aspect of strengthening cooperation in the BSR.  
 
 
Mr Bartłomiej Toszek thanked Mr Felix Schartner-Giertta and Mr Bodo Bahr. He then moved to 
the point number 7 in the agenda. Point 4, 5 and 6 will be presented after the arrival of the 
Chairman. 

 
7.1 Youth involvement 
Mr Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Ms Karolina Białczewska,  
7.2 Spring Youth Event 
7.3 Plans for the upcoming year 
7.4 Annual Conference – youth involvement  

 
Mr Christopher Lucht took the floor to present the presentation about the Spring Youth Event. 
Andreas couldn’t join us today, but Karolina  represents the youth board members. He reviewed 
the visit of youth board members to Brussels 24-26.04.23. There was a meeting with CCB – a 
network of NGO’s that take care of Environmental Problems in the BSR. The group visited three 
orgnaizations DG Mare, DG Regio and the CMPR. A meetingwith two members of the European 
Parliament - Delara Burkhardt and Ska Keller took place with the Baltic topics at the centre of 
the conversation.  
Ms Karolina Białczewska Greeted everyone as it was her first meeting as a board member. She 
informed that BSSSC Youth was invited to co-create and participate in the Baltic Ministry 
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Conference in Palanga that is organized by DG Mare. We had conversation about how to 
engage in a smart way and not only in participation. We’ve got the invitation to co-host the 
Baltic Interreg podcast. Another significant topic addressed in the meetings was youth 
involvement and how to engage the youth to talk about different topics and not only for them 
to be talking about being young.  
 
Mr Christopher Lucht informed that the group was welcomed to all offices with open arms and 
that there was real interest about youth perspectives on all the important topics. On 8  May 
BSSSC Youth had a webinar on offshore wind energy. The BSSSC Youth Spring Event will take 
place on 12-15.06 in Rendsburg Schleswig-Holstein. The topics to be discussed will be: Maritime 
environment, Human rights –trafficking/Ukraine war, the future of BSR Cooperation, dialog 
with SH Minister for European Affairs – Werner Schwarz (Future Chairman of BSSSC).  

 
Ms Karolina Białczewska presented the current state of CBSS Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum. 
She informed that she was elected as the Secretary of the Committee of Youth Representatives. 
The Forum is a new platform for youth in the BSR and is connected to CBSS. The forum is open 
to BSR members. However, this is not a loose format. There are regulatory Forum meetings to 
attend. There are rules in place, including groups created within the forum. Andreas Schoop 
was elected as a Chair of the youth Representatives. Also Marta Kiełpiński who is a member of 
BSSSC Youth was elected to Committee of Youth Representatives. 
 
Mr Christopher Lucht Adding to this, he informed that in addition to individuals, organizations 
are also joining this Forum. He also informed that the application for the Next Generation 
Interreg project but it wasn’t successful. 
 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes informed that the project proposal was not approved  due to the fact 
that it was too general. If you apply for Interreg funding for a specific aim it has to be very clear 
what the aim is and what you want to achieve. An aim to just support Youth cooperation is too 
general for the Interreg programme.  
 
Ms Kaarina Williams agreed with Ann Irene. She suggested that now that we have the Baltic 
Strategy Point here we should  think of the future including this Baltic Sea Youth involvement 
into the founding of the Annual Forum for example to have it as a mandatory part of it.  
 
Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska proposed for the next BSSSC Spring Youth Event to be 
prepared by the Pomeranian Region with an offshore main theme. She asked if the dates of 
March 5-6 would be possible.  
 
Mr Christopher Lucht said yes right away. He was ready to organize such a Youth Event in 
Gdansk. Young people are very interested in this topic so I think it is a good idea.  
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Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska also asked if it would be a good idea to hold the Board Meeting 
on the dates of the Conference so that Board members can also attend the event.  
 
Mr Stefan Musiolik thinks it is a great idea. As there are no other ideas for Board meetings for 
next year he  thought it was good to have the first meeting held in Gdansk. It would be a good 
idea to combine Youth Event and Board Meeting. You could connect the two events more with 
each other and integrate more. 
 
Mr Bodo Bahr wanted to mention that the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum will begin on 
the 25th of August.  
 
After the break we were joined by The Chairman.  
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz I was informed that you have unofficially started the meeting and 
discussed some agenda items. I was asked to start the meeting officially so I use the hammer 
to start. I am very honored by this possibility to meet you in person in this beautiful city of 
Potsdam. I would like to thank our friends from the Brandenburg Region for the excellent 
preparation of this meeting and for inviting us to their region. As I have been informed we can 
move on to point number 4 whose topic is the Conference to be held in Szczecin. I am honored 
that we will be able to welcome you to our Region. We know that it will be an intense time 
because of the elections in Poland. 
 

4.1 Annual Conference 2023 in Szczecin 
Ms Ann Irene Saeternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County 

4.2 Framework and the date of the Annual Conference 2023 
4.3 Resolution 2023 

 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes on behalf of the working group presented the draft agenda for the 
Conference. It is a little different than our usual conferences because of the 30 years 
anniversary of the BSSSC. The Board Meeting will take place in the morning of the first 
Conference day. The main title of the conference has not yet been confirmed. Any suggestions 
would be welcomed. She presented the draft agenda which was previously shared with all 
board members. The WG would like the youth to participate in all sessions. Also in the opening 
of the Conference to say a few welcome words. There is an idea that one of the panels could 
be moderated by youth. If the Board thinks this is a good agenda, the Working Group will start 
inviting moderators and panellists. The Working Group will need to be working closely with the 
Secretariat of the Chairmanship to organize the event. We also hope the rapporteurs will be 
helpful with preparing the parallel sessions. Aquestion was asked whether some kind of 
transportation can be arranged from Szczecin back to Berlin after the Conference. 
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Mr Olgierd Geblewicz gave some additional information from his side. The Board Meeting will 
be organized in the Maritime Science Centre which is newly build. The Conference itself will 
take place in the new building of the Marshal's Office. It is the biggest passive building in the 
public administration in Poland. One of the biggest in Europe. We would also like to receive 
information on your travel plans so that we can organize the buses. 
 
Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska  would like to announce two new people from the Pomeranian 
region who will work in the Baltic Sea area. One of them will be assigned to BSSSC WG and will 
participate in the preparation of the Conference. Shel also informed that Pomerania has applied 
for a panel on chemical munition in the Baltic Sea for the next annual EUSBSR Forum in Ryga. 
This topic is already well developed so we could also think about putting it on the agenda for 
our Conference.  
 
Ms Karolina Białczewska commented on the involvement of the youth. We would like to 
sincerely thank you for including us and involving us. I believe that we will be interested in 
moderating one of the panels.   
 
Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp took the opportunity to welcome the Chairman very warmly to 
Potsdam. Would also like to congratulate on your new passive office building.  
 
Mr Stefan Musiolik thanked Ann Irene for the good presentation. He proposed that the topic of 
resilience should be in the tittle if we are still in the process to confirm the main tittle. It could 
be a good direction.  
 
Mr Roger Ryberg agreed that the programme is well prepared so fare. He was very sorry to have 
toannounce that he would not be able to attend this year’s Conference because of the regional 
elections in Norway on 11 September.  
 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes mentioned the Autumn Youth Event. If we will continue as we use to 
the Youth Event will be held before the Conference starting on Saturday 9th and joining the 
Conference on the 12th.  
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz moved to the next point in the agenda. 
 

5.1 Munitions clearance and offshore wind 
Dr. Florian Rudolph, Head of Division, CBSS Report on the conference 
5.2 Presenatation 

5.3 Discussion and comments concerning the topic  

Dr. Florian Rudolph thanked for the invitation. When Germany took over from the Norwegian 

Presidency 1 July 2022 three main topics were established – offshore wind, underwater 

munitions and youth participation. There is also one topic that wasn’t officially announced but 
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kept everyone busy, and that is the reflection on future cooperation in the CBSS caused by the 

Russian aggression against the Ukraine. On all the three main topics actions have been taken 

e.g. today  the CBSS opened a Youth Ministerial meeting in Berlin. On offshore wind the major 

event was the Baltic Offshore Wind Forum in May. Underwater munitions is not a new topic, 

but there are  a push in Germany to adopt a national programme to tackle the problem. CBSS 

held a workshop in Kiel in December 2022 on that topic, bringing experts from different areas 

to visualise different sides of the challenge. An important thing for us is to also raise awareness 

about this topic at the political level. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik underlined that the presented topics from the CBSS are also important for 
the BSSSC. These topics are also substantial for the future, so we hope that they will stay with 
the CBSS and the other Baltic organizationsMr. Musiolik asked if Mr. Rudolph could see CBSS 
being a some sort of coordinator in the BSR.  
 
Mr Roger Ryberg stated that the investment in green energy is high on the agenda in Norway 
and important element in the European cooperation. Norway (Buskerud region)invested in 
wind energy in Estonia already back in 2004 and they have very good experiences with this 
investment that turned out very profitable. As long as the wind blows there will be possibilities, 
Mr. Ryberg said. The Norwegian government announced a big investment in offshore wind – 
with the ambition to have 30-gigawatt new green energy available by 2040. Wind energy in the 
North Sea is the main focus at the moment - and the Prime Minister took part in the Oostende 
meeting in April – together with the EU-commission and nine countries. Mr. Ryberg hopes 
Norway also will look to the Baltic Sea and join the very important development here. There 
might be room for cooperation cross oceans – learning from each other and making the most 
of the investments and capacities, he said.   
 
 
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz agreed that the BalticPipeline connecting Norway and Poland is important 
and that West Pomerania is a lucky because the pipeline arrives in our Region. This connection 
is crucial when it comes to gas delivery system. In Świnoujście we have an LMG terminal. This 
helped us when Russia decided to cut Poland off from their supplies. Thanks to Norway we can 
be safe and secure without Russian gas. I am looking forward to discussing this topic at the 
Annual Conference in Szczecin. West Pomerania Region is the leader in the Green Energy 
production in Poland. The evaluation is that 83% of our usage is covered by Green Energy. 
Poland government finally launched a programme of Poland offshore with potential of 23 
gigabites of energy.  
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Dr. Florian Rudolph was impressed by the figures mentioned by all of the speakers. The 
challenge for CBSS is to see what coordination remains  to be tackle, and what other role there 
is to play  
 
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thanked for the discussion and moved to the next point.  
 
6.1 Policy areas reports  
6.2 Cohesion – Mr Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp, Brandenburg 
6.3 Culture - Mr Stefan Musiolik, Ms Kaarina Williams, Schleswig - Holstein  
6.4 Transport - Mr Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council  
6.5 Maritime policy - Mr Janne Tamminen, Helsinki Uusimaa Region   
6.6 Innovation transfer – Ms Inese Suija, Vidzeme Region 
 
Mr Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp recalled that after the last Board Meeting we had plans to set up 
at hoc working group on Cohesion Policy. Unfortunatelytime just faded away, butwe have sent 
out a paper on EU Cohesion Policy with regard to imminent mid-term review for the 
multiannual financial framework. The idea of the paper is to stress the importance of Cohesion 
Policy. This is important because it is the only EU policy that by definition is directed towards 
the regional level. EU treaty talks about overcoming differences in the development of regions. 
We suggested we should talk about Region Policy rather than Cohesion Policy. Regional Policy 
has done a lot of good for the development of EU and should not end abruptly. The current 
multiannual financial framework is pushed to its limits. We face a number of new challenges. 
The most prominent is the support to Ukraine and it’s reconstruction.  If Regional Policy will be 
cut abruptly, it could make damage to the progress that has been made in the past.  
Next point is that all regions in EU should benefit from the policy, which we think is necessary 
in order to have certain similar interest from all the regions in the future development. Regional 
policy should continue after 2027 as a long-term, integrated and place- based investment policy 
with adequate financial backing. European Territorial Cooperation (Interreg) makes an 
important contribution to European integration and cohesion. Therefore, BSSSC demands that 
the role of macro-regional strategies such as the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region should 
be further strengthened, also with regard to rebuilding Ukraine. Mr. Kneifel-Havercamp 
informed that they have seen a letter from 13 member states about extending the deadlines 
for the closure of the current of the funding period. The funding period ends this year and the 
paperwork, in order to finish, is so complicated and involves so many different elements. Thes 
13 states communicated that they need another year and this is also what my people in 
Brandenburg are communicating to me.  
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz underlined that unfortunately in last years the Cohesion Policy funds have 
been a victim of plagues which affected our countries – e.g. Covid period or Ukraine crisis. 
These crises have nothing in common with the cohesion policy. Thankfully this mid-term 
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revision started an important conversation about the post 2027 Cohesion Policy. We need to 
defend this policy. It is a crucial moment for this conversation. Regarding the need to extend 
the closure timeframe. Every country is feeling the consequences of the pandemic and the war 
in Ukraine, even among contractors that can’t finish their work since the supply chain is broken. 
The position for now is that we need to think about the timeframe for the documents, but the 
decision for the timeframe for spending the money is till the end of this year (2023). Mr. 
Geblewicz believes that the timeframe for spending the money won’t be negotiated. Regarding 
the current MFF we have to be aware that this is more challenging because we lost one year – 
starting one year later. Now we actually have only two years left and this  is challenging.  
 
Mr Roger Ryberg supported the draft paper made by Brandenburg and agreed that it is local 
and regional authorities that can drive solutions and innovation on the ground. Therefore they 
should be equipped to be able to play a key role in the green and digital transitions of our 
societies. 
 
 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes asked about  the decision on the future of Cohesion Policy paper.  
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz asked for the members to send their amendments for this paper and we 
will adopt it in Szczecin as a formal statement. Then gave the floor to Ms Kaarina Williams for 
the next report.  
 
Ms Kaarina Williams referred to the fact that we already have a good and extensive presentation 
about the Cultural Pearls today. She therefore informed about some other activities in BSR. The 
event Baltic Creative Pitch – is a new concept where projects in the creative area can apply with 
the short ideas and at the end they can pitch their project and as the reward they will get a 
consultancy company that will help them develop the project. This is a new approach. The 
cultural area has always had a problem with the founding and this could be a way for the smaller 
projects to develop and for the smaller actors to take a next step into the international field.  
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz gave the floor to Mr Janne Tamminen for the next report. 
 
Mr Janne Tamminen informed that the EU Maritime days took place on 24-25 of May in Brest. 
It is the most important event during the year for maritime policy. The EU maritime community 
met to network and discuss joint actions on maritime affairs and sustainable blue economy. 
The energy transition, aquaculture, renewable energy and maritime spatial planning was on 
the agenda. The regional cooperation, smart specialization and innovations in blue economy 
and blue skills were of big importance. . The most interesting issue was the maritime security 
strategy of EU. The paper included e.g. the idea to protect EU interest at sea, economy, 
structures and bordersas well asto protect the natural resources and the 
environment.Amongthe interesting activities are annual naval exercise at EU level anddeepen 
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EU and NATO cooperation. An update about HELCOM – the next meeting of the delegations 
will take place in the middle of June. All the HELCOM meetings are now named as informal 
consultative meetings because Russia is excluded from the  work of HELCOM but is still one of 
the members.  
 
 
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz gave the floor Ms Inese Suija for the last report.  
 
Ms Inese Suija informed that since we met in Turku the Innovation Transfer Group has held 2 
meetings at which they discussed various topics. With both speakers the group were discussing 
the founding instruments or various supporting instruments for the development of the 
innovation in Regions. The first meeting was devoted to Interregional Innovation Investments 
and “What is the current status of the instrument and the future outlook”. This was led by 
European Innovation Council. The second meeting was particularly devoted to Interreg Europe 
Policy learning platforms which are a learning base and a network of experts that provides 
assistance to regions, municipalities of various levels on developing policy instruments. The 

Innovation Transfer Group is an opportunity for all of us to discuss various topics and present 
them to decision makers, policy makers. She warmly invited everyone to, the next meeting that 
will be held in June. 
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thank the rapporteurs for their work and moved to the next point.  
 

8.1 Reports from BSR strategies, programmes  
Ms Ann Irene Saeternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County 
8.2 Report 
 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes pointed out that EUSBSR strategy will be discussed by our guests in the 
next point, and she focused her intervention on the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme. The 
Monitoring Committee met in Malmo on 19-20 April. In the meeting they decided on the 
second round of applications on small projects. 13 projects out of 42 were approved. The 
project application from UBS, CBSS and BSSSC was unfortunately not successful. In the next 
meeting in June the bigger projects will be discussed . The competition will be quite high as 
there are 98 application on the table.  
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thank Ann Irene for the presentation and moved to the next point.  
 

 

9.1 Short reports from other BSR organizations  
9.2 CBSS - Deputy Director, Mr Bernd Hemingway  
9.3 BSPC - Secretary General, Mr Bodo Bahr  

9.4 CPMR Baltic Sea Commission - Executive Secretary, Ms Lucille Ehrhart (presented by 
Mr Janne Tamminen) 
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Mr Bernd Hemingway  referred to the information already provided by Mr Rudolph.He wanted 
to share the information that the Expert Group on Sustainable Development will be closed and 
there is a discussion to replace it with a platform that will deal with the Sustainable 
Development based on the Baltic 2030 Action Plan. Green Corridors will be the main topic of 
the Conference in the beginning of June. It is very much supported by EU Commission DG Move 
who wants to see the Baltic Region as a kind of playground to test the Green Corridors.  
 

Mr Bodo Bahr informedabout some BSPC actions. On 6th March a meeting of Standing 
Committee took place in EU Parliament to intensify the connection with EU Parliament and to 
learn about its recent activities. The Vice President of European Parliament Roberts Zile spoke 
about the current challenges in Europe and the future of Europe. Particularly he noted the 
paramount importance of security. He underlined having the President of Ukraine addressing 
the Parliament as well as pushing for military and financial support for Ukraine. Military 
preparedness is a key to security. The annual conference of BSPC will take place on 27-29 
August in Berlin. The BSPC working group on Climate Change and Biodiversity met to give an 
deep insight to dramatic climate change challenges for the Arctic and the whole planet. The 
working groups unanimously applied to the governments with recommendations which will be 
included in the next BSPC Resolution paper. These recommendations are also proposals of the 
previous Baltic Sea Parliamentary Youth Forum – that shows the approach of not only inviting 
and discussing with the youth but also including their demands.  
 

Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thanked Mr Bodo Bahr. He gave the floor to Mr Janne Tamminen who 
presented the update from the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission as Ms Lucille Ehrhart could not 
attend the Board Meeting. 
 

Mr Janne Tamminen informed that the BSC General Assembly on 19-20 September will take 
place in Umeå and Vaasa. Topics: Baltic Sea Cooperation / Energy security /cohesion policy post 
2027. BSC Working Groups have formulated policy priorities for 2023-2024 on energy, 
transport, Maritime affairs. The priorities are available on the website. The BSC Secretariat had 
a meeting with youth BSSSC representatives in Brussels.  
 

Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thanked all the rapporteurs for their contributions and work. He then 
moved to the next point. 
 

10.1 Baltic Sea Strategy Point cooperation with BSSSC and other organizations in the BSR 
Dr. Stefanie Wodrig, Marlene Riedel 

10.2 Presentation by representatives from BSP  
10.3 Discussion and comments concerning the topic  
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Dr. Stefanie Wodrig thanked for the invitation to the Board Meeting. The main point of the 

presentation focused on the Baltic Sea Strategy Point – a support unit of the EU Strategy for 

the Baltic Sea Region. 8 EU Member States bordering the Baltic Sea, and Norway and Iceland. 

Cooperation with Russia and Belarus is suspended. BSP is a  platform for cooperation and 

coordination among the Baltic Sea States on all levels of society - from civil society, businesses 

and academia to administrations and ministries. The EUSBSR calls for more effective use of 

existing funds, structures and legislation to deal with the challenges faced by the region, 

Member State(s) and the macro-region. The three objectives of the EUSBSR are - Save the Sea, 

Connect the Region, Increase prosperity. The idea is that the BSP addresses four challenges: 

the impact of the EUSBSR is unknown, the interdependent EUSBSR governance system requires 

efficient maintenance of interlinkages, the complexity of the EUSBSR hinders prompt 

adaptability, and the high personnel turnover results in significant knowledge loss. (More 

information in the Presentation) 

Ms Marlene Riedel talked about BSP team, a transnational team of 5 people, two in Hamburg 

and three in TurkuThe five persons are working 100% for the BSP  supporting the strategy as 

needed. Each person with their own responsibilities but all support each other as needed. Two 

organizations working as one through a smooth online environment. Regular internal processes 

(weekly meetings and substitution logic etc.) as if they were all working in the same office. As 

associated partner BSP has Eastern Norway County Network (ENCN) to support cooperation 

with Norway. BSP has divided the PAs between the team members so that there is a designated 

person for each PA. (More information in the Presentation) 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes thanked the BSPfor coming to our meeting. She was happy that the BSP 
is reaching out to organizations, representing local and regional governments. Ms. Saeternes 
asked  how we can bridge the work of the Policy Areas of the EUSBSR with what we do in BSSSC. 
How can BSSSC be invited to Steering Group Meetings or encouraged this community to work 
as one unit? She also asked  a question about the youthand how we can involve them better 
without having to apply for a special funding.  
 

Mr Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp informed that Germany is trying to work on the question of how 
to make the regional and national ERDF BSR founds in a transnational context – bilaterally and 
multilaterally. They try to find examples where the ERDF or ISF have actually been used in 
transnational projects, and he asked if BSP is aware of any or whom to ask?   
 

Dr. Stefanie Wodrig informed about the pitch for local and regional level – this topic needs to 
be tackled better within the strategy. On the positive note the strategy is open across different 
levels and different actorsand could integrate regional and local voices. But she agreed it is 
more difficult for the smaller organizations. It makes sense to look for better opportunities and 
options on how to cooperate with BSSSC, UBC etc.. That is one of the reasons for the BSP to be  
here today, so we can start a process of discussing how to do better. The BSP sees that some 
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of the regions are involved in the works but it still could be more wildly. When it comes to ERDF 
and ISF – in the BSR there isn’t an example of the case Mr Kneifel-Haverkamp was asking about, 
but there might be some in different regions. The BSPneeds to check it out and ask for more 
information.  
 

Mr Stefan Musiolik underlined that it is helpful to have BSP on board. This new instrument will 
make the EU Baltic Sea Strategy stronger. This is what we need on the administrative level but 
we also need is an improvement on the political level, he said. There is a lack of political support 
for the strategy. This means that BSSSC could and should do something. We have very good 
policy paper on transport which we haven’t really discussed today, and one of the conclusions 
for our BSSSC work is that we should address PA Transport. It’s a good hint that if we have some 
ideas for improvement – we can come together with the experts with the help from the BSP. 
The next Chairman of the BSSSC will also be an upcoming chairman of the Conference of the 
Ministers for European Affairs in Germany. One of his main topics will be to put the 
macroregional strategies on the political agenda - mainly the EU Baltic Sea Strategy. This is 
another attempt to raise the importance of support for the EU Baltic Sea Strategy. It’s also a 
big chance for the CBSS to give more support for the EU Baltic Sea Strategy.  
 

 

11.1 Board Meetings 2023 
11.2 (an updated meeting plan is needed and dates and place should be repeated and 

agreed on) 

11.3 6/7 December or 28/30 November  
 

Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thanked everyone and moved to the point about the Board Meeting. He 
suggested to have the next Board Meeting in Brussels – the last one under the West Pomerania 
Chairmanship. It would be better for him to have it on 28/30 November because on 6/7 
December there is the plenary session for West Pomeraniataking place. 28/30 November would 
also be the same time that the plenary session or CoR would take place and maybe it would be 
possible to organize our meeting on the premises of CoR.  
 

 

12.1 Upcoming events and important topics 
 
Mr Ossi Savolainen wanted to share information about the event in Helsinki in autumn – e.g. 
EMA assembly. The invitation will be sent out soon.  
 
12.2 AOB 
 
Mr Stefan Musiolik wanted to once again formally inform that Schleswig – Holstein will take 
over the BSSSC Presidency 2024-2025. They are also ready to organize the Annual Conference 
next year in Kiel.  
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Mr Olgierd Geblewicz this is very important information for us. We are very happy for our next 
Presidency to be confirmed.  
 
Ms Inese Suija – Markova asked about the idea that was discussed at the Board Meeting in 
Turku regarding the Baltic Sea Strategy Forum in Ryga. Will we organize a back-to-back 
meeting of BSSSC with the Forum? Is this idea still valid?  
 
Mr Stefan Musiolik stated that it was a very good idea but that he is not sure we could 
manage another even this year.  We should keep it in mind for future annual forum.  
 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes agreed that the work we have to put into the Annual Conference 
might take all the time we can give, but she proposed that we should think about bringing a 
message from our Annual Conference to the Annual Forum from our resolution. We should 
also try to invite someone from the Forum to our Conference.  
 

12.3 End of meeting 
 
Mr Olgierd Geblewicz thanked everyone for the successful meeting and closed the meeting.  
 
 
By: Ms Monika Schneider, West Pomerania Marshal’s Office 

 
 
 


