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September 12th, 2023 

 

MINUTES 

 

 Baltic Sea States Subregional Co-operation  c/o Westpomerania Region 

Westpomerania Region  Ul. Piłsudskiego 40 

Chairmanship 2022-2023  70-540 Szczecin, Poland 

Date: September 12nd  2023  

Hybrid meeting 

 

Present: 

 

Board Members: Mr Stefan Musiolik (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs and Consumer 

Protection of Schleswig - Holstein, Germany), Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp (Brandenburg 

Ministry of Finance and for European Affairs, Germany), Ms Inese Suija - Markova (Vice-

Chairman of the Vidzeme Planning Region Development Council), Mr Kari Häkämies (Region 

Mayor, Regional Council of Southwest Finland Ms Karolina Białczewska (BSSSC Youth Board 

Member, West Pomerania Region, Poland), Mr Andreas Shoop (BSSSC Youth Board Member, 

Brandenburg, Germany), Mr Elias Arndt (BSSSC Youth Board Member , Schleswig - Holstein, 

Germany). 

 

 

Board Civil: Mr Christopher Lucht (BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Brandenburg, Germany), Ms 

Kaarina Williams (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs and Consumer Protection, Schleswig - 

Holstein, Germany), Ms Ann Irene Sæternes (Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County 

Network), Mr Jon Halvard-Eide (Vest - Agder County),  Monika Pochroń-Frankowska (Deputy 

Director of Chancellery of the Marshal for International & Interregional Cooperation in the 

Pomorskie Region), Jenni Suominen (Senior Planner, Regional Council of Southwest Finland).  

Laila Gercane (Head of Development and Project Department, Vidzeme Planning Region), 

 

Observers: Mr Bodo Bahr (BSPC Conference), Mr Bernd Hemingway (Council of the  Baltic Sea 

States) 

 

Secretariat: BSSSC Secretariat -Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz – (BSSSC Secretary General, Councilor 

of the West Pomeranian Region),  Ms Monika Schneider (BSSSC Communication Officer), Mr 

Bartłomiej Toszek (BSSSC Communication Officer) 
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BSSSC Digital Board meeting Minutes                        

 

1. Opening of the Board meeting   

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz – (BSSSC Secretary General, Councilor of the West Pomeranian 

Region), Opening of the meeting  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz opened the meeting. He welcomed all the BSSSC Board members, 

guests, and representatives of the befriended BSR organisations. He thanked for the inputs 

received so far.  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz welcomed all those participating physically and hybrid at the 

meeting of the Board before the Annual Conference under the leadership of the West 

Pomerania region. He welcomed our guests from various European organizations. Stated that 

he is glad that so many guests joined us in Szczecin this time. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz asked the Board to approve the Board meeting agenda.  

 

1.2. Adoption of the agenda 

 

The Agenda was approved. 

 

1.3. Adoption of the minutes from the Board Meeting in Potsdam, May 22, 2023 

 

The Minutes were adopted. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz asked if there were comments to the minutes of the Board Meeting 

in in Potsdam, May 22, 2023. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Saeternes since the minutes were sent quite late, she proposes to send the 

amendments of the minutes by e-mail and, after approval, distribute them to all members 

again.  As a comment on the minutes from future meetings , she proposed that they don't need 

to have so much details. They should have the most important agreements written down. 

 

Ms Kaarina Williams we agree to send comments by email. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz minutes will be accepted after corrections and proceeded to the 

next point on the agenda. 
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2. 1 Resolution 

2. 2 Discussion and comments 

2. 3 Adoption of the resolution 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz asked if there are any comments about the resolution.   

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes we have agreed on few visual corrections.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik suggested forming an ad hoc group to work on finishing the document and 

making visual corrections to be able to publish it. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes for the presentation at the Conference we should present the bullet 

points from the main massage.  

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp suggested removing two words in the point regarding Ukraine. 

 

Ms Kaarina Williams raised the idea that next year, because of the Cultural Pearls project, they 

would like to invite all Cultural Pearls project participants to the annual Conference. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz asked the Board to approve the version of the resolution and 

approve the process by which the resolution working group will make visual changes and minor 

language corrections, and to approve the main content to be presented at the conference. 

 

3.1 EduOffshore 2024, Board Meeting 2024 and Spring Youth Event in Pomorskie  

Monika Pochroń-Frankowska, Pomerania Voievodeship 

3.2 Discussion  

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz passed the floor to Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska confirmed the intention to organize the Spring Youth Event 

2024 in Gdansk. She announced the 2nd edition of the Career Education Fair - Eduoffshorewind 

on March 5-6, 2024 in Gdansk. She stressed that on a similar date, the Pomeranian Voivodeship 

would like to organize a Spring Youth Event. She summarized the first edition of Eduoffshore 

from this year. She presented an idea for a Spring Youth Event, which would involve young 

people from BSSSC but also from the Pomeranian region, forming a group that would work on 

ideas related to Eduoffshorewind. The idea is to combine the two events so that the youth will 

benefit from the Career Education Fair. Outlined is the proposed agenda for the two days of 

the Event. The proposed dates for the Spring Youth Event are March 5.03-6.03. Ms Monika 

Pochroń-Frankowska informed that she will be leaving the office, next Board Meeting will be 

her last.  
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Mr Elias Arndt asked what type of innovations will the youth focus on at the Spring Youth Event. 

Underlined that two days is a very short time and we should have one topic on the agenda to 

be able to work on it properly.  

 

Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska stressed that her task was to present the concept of the event 

and all details and further decisions will be made jointly by the organizers and BSSSC. All details 

on this event will be communicated by email. 

 

Mr Andreas Shoop suggested finding speakers who have a youthful approach to the topics at 

such a level that young people can benefit from the knowledge being imparted to them. 

It would also be convenient to use the link with CBSS and invite young people who will be mainly 

interested in engineering topics. 

 
Ms Inese Suija – Markova The topics that Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska presented are also 

discussed by the Innovation Transfer group. She also suggested to focus on different topics 

such as engineering laws making 

 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes stated that she also supports the topic of the policy making. How to 

support wind energy is  an important topic. She also suggested to arrange a joint meeting  with 

members of the board and the BSSSC youth in  Gdansk where the young people will have the 

opportunity to talk to politicians about their ideas- For example in the afternoon of day 1 – 

including a joint dinner and then the Board meeting itself in day 2.  

 
Ms Karolina Białczewska We as youth are glad that we will be involved in the process of 

preparing the next youth meeting for which we want to thank you very much. 

 
Ms Monika Pochroń-Frankowska Our main idea is that we will combine these three events - 

Board Meeting, Youth Spring Event and Offshore Fairs. We will try our best to arrange the 

schedule to integrate different groups. 

 

Mr Christopher Lucht We will meet with the youth at the zoom to discuss various suggestions.  

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik I would like to thank the Pomorkskie Region for the invitation and the good 

presentation of the implementation of the youth event and the board meeting during the first 

meeting under the Schleswig-Holstein presidency. 

 

 

Mr Christopher Lucht noted that it would also be worthwhile to invite organizations that fight 

for ecology along with the offshore theme to appear at the Spring Youth Event.  
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4.1 PA Transport  

4.2 Mr Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council 

4.3 Presenatation of the paper 

4.4 Discussion and comments concerning the topic  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz moved to the next point in the agenda and  passed the floor to Mr 

Jon Halvard Eide.  

 

Mr Jon Halvard Eide I hope you got acquainted with the document we worked on at the meeting 

in May. This document also inspired an point from the Resolution. I invited PA Transport 

members to participate in our Conference. Unfortunately, they were not able to join us but 

thanks to the fact that I contacted them they are aware of what BSSSC is and what it does. This 

may help us in the future to exchange good practices and ideas. As for train networks, the 

session on transportation at the Conference will showcase the Baltic Rails system. It will discuss 

the main problems of the cross boarder rail. A brief update from the field of transport policy - 

this summer the European Commission produced a document - the Green Integration 

Reintegration Strategy for the Ukrainian-Moldova Railway System. Requests for the the PA for 

Transport under the EUSBSR (coordinated by Estonia and Lithuania) to engage with national 

transport administrations and rail operators in order to improve the conditions for cross-border 

rail services in line with the EU Action Plan for boosting long-distance and cross-border 

passenger rail.  

 

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp I would like to point out that it is not only eastern European 

countries that are experiencing problems with train systems. This is also evident in Germany, 

where problems and needs are ignored when it comes to train networks. Regions are pushing 

hard for state institutions to double tracktion, for example. This is a topic strongly related to 

politics as well as the European Union. This is all the more important especially when it comes 

to transporting military equipment. When it comes to transportation to the east, we have only 

two available tracks. I think this is a topic worth focusing on. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik emphasized the good preparation of the topic by Mr. Jon Halvard Eide. He 

also believes that this should not be the end of this topic. The question should be asked what 

we can do to push this topic further. It would be great if our conversations would lead to a 

better understanding of the topics from a regional perspective. We definitely have enough 

arguments to present to government authorities. 

Mr Jon Halvard Eide confirmed that Reiner raised a very important topic which is load capacity 

of the railroad structure. This is a complicated topic due to the involvement of multiple levels 
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of authorities. My idea at this point is to contact a PA Transport representative and try to 

explore what we can do when it comes to the PA Transport itself. 

 
Ms Ann Irene Sæternes mentioned that BSSSC earlier had a working group on transport. 

Working on this topic again makes it worth considering to establish a new WG. This could be 

written into the Working Plan for the next presidency. Then it would be possible to focus on 

the problem in more detail. This topic may also be of interest to Youth.  

 
Ms Kaarina Williams I think it is a good idea. It is definitely a topic we would be interested in. 

 
Mr Bodo Bahr underlined what Mr. Musiolik said that this should be a beginning of the 

discussion again. This topic was on the agenda a few years ago but it needs to come back. It is 

necessary to think about different aspects of the subject - tourism, youth and their ideas, 

military security and ecology. Perhaps it would be possible to invite experts from, for example, 

Deutsche Bahn to collaborate on this topic. Maybe this would be a chance to raise awareness 

of what could be a big problem in the future. 

 
Ms Monika Schneider pointed that the future of the expert group on transportation lies with 

the next presidency. 

 
Mr Stefan Musiolik confirmed the interest in this topic while stressing that there would be a 

need to involve not only the presidency but also BSSSC members who would need to be 

members of this group. Mr. Musiolik asked  Jon Halvard Eide whether he would be willing to 

lead this group. 

 
Mr Jon Halvard Eide agreed for this role. I would suggest that each region designate a contact 

person when it comes to transportation so that we have a good overview of how this topic is 

looking in each region. 

 

5.1 Annual Conference 2023 in Szczecin 

5.2 Ms Ann Irene Saeternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County 

5.3 Framework and the date of the Annual Conference 2023 

5.4 Resolution 2023 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz  moved to the next point in the agenda and passed the floor to Ms 

Ann Irene Sæternes. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes intensive work allowed us to develop a rather ambitious agenda for the 

conference. Thank you for the commitment of many board members who were involved in the 
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preparation of the annual conference. Special thanks are due to Monika Schneider, who, as 

BSSSC secretariat, worked very hard to implement all the ideas and put them together. We are 

very pleased that the role of Youth is growing when it comes to the Conference. They will have 

a part in opening the Conference, sit on the panels, deliver the points developed during the 

workshops and speak at the end of the Conference summing up the Youth event as well. Youth 

involvement should increase with future Conferences. 

 

Ms Monika Schneider provided figures and guidance related to the Conference. 

 

Mr Christopher Lucht reported that he had received two videos from former BSSSC youth 

members that should be presented at the Conference. 

 

Ms Kaarina Williams stressed once again that the closing session of the conference should be 

held on time due to the busy schedule of Mr. Schwarz. 

 

6.1 Cohesion Policy Paper 

6.2 Mr Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp, Brandenburg 

6.3 Overview of the document concerning  

6.4 Discussion and comments concerning the topic  

Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp the Cohesion Policy Paper is included in the Resolution. I think 

that our meeting in Brussels, which is scheduled for the end of November, will be a great time 

to discuss Cohesion Policy on a larger scale. There are two aspects that I would like to see 

addressed. First - cohesion policy is a very important topic not only in the European Union but 

also in the capitals of the member countries. It is an important topic for the Regions because 

of funding. We must defend cohesion policy in the national context but also in the EU context. 
The second question is what we want the Cohesion Policy to look like. I know that the German 

Regions are committed to working on this topic. The timeframe is simple, the current EU 

Commission and Parliament will stop working next summer. The next parliamentary term will 

have a lot to do. It is important to clarify plans for Cohesion Policy as soon as possible. We don't 

want to be in a place where we didn't agree on the financial package. 

 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes suggested to ask Ms. Sari Rautio from the High-level group to attend 

the  meeting in Brussels. We as Norway are most interested in Interreg for obvious reasons, 

but we are also interested to follow the  situation in the European Union regarding future of 

Cohesion Policy.  
 

Mr Jon Halvard Eide informed that Ukraine, Moldova and other accession countries have been 

invited to join the Interreg Europe program  Partners from Ukraine have even been given 

permission to join projects that are already approved and up and running. . 
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Mr Stefan Musiolik This is an important topic for all of us, and I think Mr. Reiner's idea to spend 

more time on this topic at the next meeting is a very good one. We have some contacts in the 

EU we could invite experts to talk to us. 
 

Ms Inese Suija - Markova The message coming from all regions should be that we all want to 

participate in the Cohesion Policy conversation. We hosted EU representatives with whom we 

talked about how small municipalities have a voice when it comes to Cohesion Policy and how 

it is designed. This process must be based on local needs. 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz thanked for the discussion and moved to the next point.  

 

7.1 Youth involvement 

7.2 Mr Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Ms Karolina Białczewska, Mr Andreas 

Schoop 

7.3 Contribution and the conclusions from the Youth Event 

7.4 Annual Conference – youth involvement  

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz  moved to the next point in the agenda and passed the floor to Mr 

Christopher Lucht.  

 

Mr Christopher Lucht He informed about the meeting that took place on 12-15.06 in Rendsburg. 

He emphasized that the young people had the privilege not only to participate in the meeting 

with the future Chairman, but also the opportunity to meet a little more casually with Mr. 

Schwarz at a dinner where they could talk about topics from a slightly different perspective. On 

25-28.08 the youth had the opportunity to participate in the Baltic Sea Parliamentary 

Conference which was held at the German Bundestag. I would like to congratulate Bodo on a 

great event. The involvement of the youth during this event was extremely high. The youth had 

the opportunity to meet many high-ranking politicians. He also talked about the BSSSC Annual 

Conference Youth Event held before the Board meeting. There were two days of preparation 

for the Conference. The topics were developed by experts from the Marshal's Office who 

diligently prepared the youth for their presentations at the Conference. We also had an election 

for a new board member. Elias Arndt became a new member. He gave the floor to Mr Elias 

Arndt. 

 

Mr Elias Arndt He thanked for the kind welcome and for allowing him to serve on the board for 

two years. He stressed that he is very pleased that BSSSC is open to young people and that he 

is very happy that in addition to politics, it is also important to have fun, meet new people and 

create connections. 

 

Mr Andreas Shoop He wanted to emphasize, inspire and encourage even more cooperation and 

openness when it comes to young people. 
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Mr Reiner Kneifel – Haverkamp thanked Mr Andreas Shoop for his work as a Board member for 

the past two years. 

 

Mr Stefan Musiolik also wanted to congratulate and thank you for the great cooperation with 

Anderas. As the Schleswig-Holstein region, we are pleased that Elias, who also comes from our 

region, has become the new youth board member. I would like to ask you what your plans are 

for these two years on the Board. 

 

Mr Elias Arndt I would like to emphasize that I am very happy that the youth coming to BSSSC 

do not have to be from any political party, that BSSSC is open to all and wants to listen to youth 

with different views. I would like to focus on economic IT which I am studying and learning to 

become an expert in it. I’m really interested in digital topics.  

 

Mr Bodo Bahr As you could see during Mr. Lucht's presentation, I can confirm that this year was 

a landmark year for youth cooperation within the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference. We 

have taken an example from the BSSSC on how to better engage youth in activities, and from 

here I would like to thank you for inspiring us to do so. The great thing was that the young 

people had full access to speak, and it was then that we realized that we couldn't hear any 

difference between us. Youth wanted to participate in the conversation.  

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes proposed that  the Baltic Sea Youth Forum lead by CBSS should 

somehow be better connected to the EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR). The EUSBSR 

also wants better involvement of youth, but should capitalize on existing youth network in the 

region.  It is important to integrate youth involvement into the role of the hosts of the Annual 

Forums – and fund it as part of the forum. This year in Riga there will be no financial resources to 

arrange a Baltic Youth Camp alongside the forum. BSSSC could get involved in this process to make 

sure that support to youth activities at the AF is done on a regular basis  for example as part of the 

Interreg BSR programme funding to the AF.  

Mr Stefan Musiolik We could include this information in our resolution. 

Ms Ann Irene Sæternes the sentence could sound like BSSSC is for the better integration 

between Baltic Sea Region Youth Platforms in the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. 

Ms Kaarina Williams Agrees fully with what was said. This year everything was difficult because 

there was no funding. It would have been great to include youth events in the Annual Forum. 

It's a good idea to put this sentence in our Resolution. The great irony this year was that the 

Forum was held under the main theme of Youth but there were no youth-related activities or 

involvement. Hopefully the next Annual Forum will do better when it comes to Youth. 

 

8.1 Board Meetings 2023 

8.2 (an updated meeting plan is needed and dates and place should be repeated and agreed 

on) 
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8.3 28/30 November 

 

Ms Monika Schneider said that the last board meeting of the year will be held on November 29-30 in 

Brussels 

 

9.1 Upcoming events and important topics 

9.2 AOB 

9.3 End of meeting 

 

Mr Wojciech Dorżynkiewicz thanked everyone for the successful meeting and closed the 

meeting.  

 

 
By: Ms Monika Schneider, West Pomerania Marshal’s Office 

 

 

 


