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MINUTES

Date: February 1% 2023
Hybrid meeting
16:30-18:30

Present:

Board Members: Mr Stefan Musiolik (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs and Consumer
Protection of Schleswig - Holstein, GermanyMr Roger Ryberg (County Mayor, s. Viken County
Council, Eastern Norway County Network), Mr Kari Hikdmies (Region Mayor, Regional Council
of Southwest Finland), Mr Reiner Kneifel - Haverkamp (Brandenburg Ministry of Finance and for
European Affairs, Germany), Mr. Ossi Savolainen (Regional Mayor of Uusimaa Regional Council
Uusimaa Regional Council), Ms Inese Suija - Markova (Vice-Chairman of the Vidzeme Planning
Region Development Council), Laila Gercane (Head of Development and Project Department,
Vidzeme Planning Region), Jonathan @verland-Heidegard (BSSSC Youth Board Member,
Brandenburg, Germany), Mr Andreas Shoop (BSSSC Youth Board Member, Brandenburg,
Germany).

Board Civil: Mr Christopher Lucht (BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Brandenburg, Germany), Ms
Kaarina Williams (Ministry of Justice, European Affairs and Consumer Protection, Schleswig -
Holstein, Germany), Ms Ann Irene Saeternes (Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County
Network), Mr Jon Halvard-Eide (Vest - Agder County), Monika Pochron -Frankowska (Deputy
Director of Chancellery of the Marshal for International & Interregional Cooperation in the
Pomorskie Region), Jenni Suominen (Senior Planner, Regional Council of Southwest Finland)

Special guests:

Observers: Mr Bodo Bahr (BSPC Conference), Mr Bernd Hemingway (Council of the Baltic Sea
States)

Secretariat: BSSSC Secretariat -Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz — (BSSSC Secretary General, Councilor
of the West Pomeranian Region), Ms Joanna lwancz - BSSSC Executive Secretary, Ms Monika
Schneider — (BSSSC Communication Officer), Barttomiej Toszek (BSSSC Communication Officer)
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BSSSC Digital Board meeting Minutes

MINUTES

1. Opening of the Board meeting
Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz — (BSSSC Secretary General, Councilor of the West Pomeranian
Region), Opening of the meeting

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz opened the meeting. He welcomed all the BSSSC Board members,
guests, and representatives of the befriended BSR organisations. He thanked for the inputs
received so far. (6:11)

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz welcomed all those participating physically and hybrid at the fourth
meeting of the Board under the leadership of the West Pomerania region. Great thanks to the
Southwest Finland region for inviting us to see their Region and for organizing not only this
meeting but also a great regional study. He welcomed our guests from various European
organizations. Stated that he is glad that so many guests joined us in Turku this time. (7:00)
1.1. Opening of the meeting

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz asked the Board to approve the Board meeting agenda.

1.2. Adoption of the agenda

The Agenda was approved.

1.3. Adoption of the minutes from the Board Meeting in Palanga on October 17%, 2022 (7:40)

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz asked if there were comments to the minutes of the Board Meeting
in Palanga on October 17%.

Mr Jon Halvard-Eide made a comment that his speech was not being transcribed in minutes due
to technical problems in the recording of the meeting.

Ms Inese Suija — Markova also confirmed the same problem with the recording of her speech
but confirmed that she had received a message from the BSSSC Secretariat about such a
problem and that a report could be sent to be included in the minutes.

Mr Stefan Musiolik noticed small errors in the text, which he will point out and pass on.
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Mr Roger Ryberg took the floor to thank the hosts of the Conference in Lithuania. The
conference was well organised and we very much enjoyed the experience we gained from the
visit.

MINUTES

The Minutes were adopted.
Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz proceeded to the next point on the agenda.

2.1 Regional study in Southwest Finland and Turku

Kari Hakamies, Region Mayor, Regional Council of Southwest Finland
2.2 Regional presentation and summary of the visit

2.3 Discussion and comments concerning the topic

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked Mr. Hakamies for organizing the meeting the regional
study and inviting us to Turku. He gave to floor to Mr. Hakdmies as he would like to say a few
words.

Mr Kari Hakdamies welcomed everyone to the Southwest Finland region and spoke about the
lands on which we were located and the history of the region. He made it a point to realise
that Turku is located in the heart of the Baltic Sea, which is why it has such good transport
connections. The region consist of five sub-regions and 27 municipalities. He emphasised
which parts of the economy are predominant in the region and which of the main fields off
Smart Specialization Strategy are developed in Southwest Finland. Explained the politics of
the region and briefly what the administration looks like.

Ms Jenni Suominen presented some information on the regional study that took place earlier
that day. The main topic was circular economy and in particular how we can use waste and give
it new life. She emphasised that the employees and founders of the company where the
regional study took place stressed the importance of cooperation between the regional
administration and companies, and that it is not sufficient to simply introduce regulations on
the circular economy, but that it is worth working on them in order to find the best solutions
for the regions concerned.

Mr Roger Ryberg wanted to took the floor to thank the hosts and to thank Mr Kari Hakamies
for a great presentation about the region and that through this presentation he understood
more about why the region works the way it does. He emphasised that we all know how big a
border Finland has with Russia, and we know how special the situation is at the moment, and
emphasised how impressed he was with Finland and how they operate on the international
stage in such difficult situations as the war declared by Russia.

3.1 Policy areas reports
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3.2 Cohesion — Mr Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp, Brandenburg

3.3 Culture - Mr Stefan Musiolik, Ms Kaarina Williams, Schleswig - Holstein
34 Transport - Mr Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council

35 Maritime policy - Mr Janne Tamminen, Helsinki Uusimaa Region

3.6 Innovation transfer — Ms Inese Suija, Vidzeme Region

MINUTES

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz passed the floor to the first rapporteur - Reiner Kneiffel-Haverkamp
who presented a report on Cohesion Policy.

Mr Reiner Kneifel — Haverkamp stated, that in spite of the fact that the implementation of the
current EU funding period has only just started by implementing the different programmes (if
at all), a report of the European Commisssion on the mid-term review of the current multi-
annual financial framework (MFR) is expected for the summer 2023. The Commission faces the
difficult task of reconciling very different very important policy objectives such as supporting
Ukraine in its defence against the Russian aggression, the need to continue support for those
Europeans and European regions hardly hit by the pandemic and its aftermath or the ,normal”
fight against climate change and for keeping the EU competitive.

In addition, the discussion on the shape of a new MFR after 2027 and the place of cohesion
policy in such a framework has already started and will intensify in the course of 2023, this year
being the one with the most open discussion which will narrow down in later years and
probably come to an almost complete stop during the election campaigns and the forming of a
new European Parliament and a new European Commission in 2024.

In this discussion cohesion policy faces an uphill battle against new instruments such as the
reconstruction and resilience facility which is promoted as being leaner, faster and more
efficient. However this is not yet tested before the European Court of Auditors and comes — at
least in our (Brandenburg) experience — at the cost of the regions which are often left out in
national funding schemes.

In this perspective it would be desirable for the BSSSC board to issue a short resolution in
support of cohesion policy which could be prepared by an ad hoc working group. This offer was
taken up by Western Pomerania, Pomerania, Helsinki-Uusimaa, Schleswig-Holstein and Viken.

Mr Roger Ryberg took the floor and stressed the importance of keeping control of the issues
Rainer spoke about.

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked Mr Kneifel — Haverkamp. Then he passed the floor to Mr
Stefan Musiolik.
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Mr Stefan Musiolik said that he would like to support the idea to have a contribution as soon as
possible, when talking about the Cohesion Policy post 2027. He stated that we could form an
ad hoc group and work on the document together.

MINUTES

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz passed the floor to Ms Kaarina Williams.

Ms Kaarina Williams underlined that culture is extremely important as a cooperation in the
critical times. Informed about well received workshops by the cultural stakeholders in Warsaw
where the main topics were possibilities for funding for cultural projects and Cohesion Policy.
The cultural youth group was created in autumn 2022 to involve young people in the work. She
informed about the new project called the “Baltic Sea Cultural Pearls” that is due to start in
March. She also talked about an event organized by the EUSBSR Swedish Presidency and
Swedish Institute on the topic of support to Ukraine. Stakeholders are keen to start a
cooperation with Ukrainians. Ms Williams suggested that the project Baltic Sea Cultural Pearls
could be presented at the next BSSSC Board Meeting in May by the project manager from CBSS.

Mr Bernd Hemingway confirmed that CBSS is interested in presenting the project on the next
Board Meeting.

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked for the informations passed by Ms Williams and Mr
Hemingway. Then he passed the floor to Mr Jon Halvard Eide.

Mr Jon Halvard Eide reported on the proposal on the EU regulation regarding transport that is
important because it will define both funding priorities and regulations for infrastructure
priorities presented by the Commission in December 2021. Currently being negotiated in the
Council of the EU and the EU Parliament. Both of them have a different approach to this topic.
Parliament is more ambitious in terms of standardization and pace of implementation and the
Council is more conservative on standards, as it is likely to bear most of the cost for higher
infrastructure standards. The EU Parliament is eager to procede with amendments and has
proposed 1,600 of them. CPMR is very pleased with the way our input has been taken on board
by the EU Parliament. In December, the EU concluded an agreement on carbon market for
shipping so that means the shipping will be included in the European emission scheme, creating
a system for the first time. An agreement has been reached on emissions for aviation, which is
sure to bring in a lot of revenue.

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked Mr Jon Halvard Eide.Then he passed the floor to Mr Stefan
Musiolik who wanted to ask a question.

Mr Stefan Musiolik could we ask for a report on regions and cities on the topic of trains in the
future? As for the BSR, the rail network is less developed than in many southern European
countries. Especially night train connections have been shut down and are slowly revitalized. Is
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there a chance to take up this topic and make some demands so that people will also have the
choice to travel between BSR countries without having to use airplanes?

MINUTES

Mr Jon Halvard Eide thinks it is a good idea. The initiative that Mr. Musiolik mentioned, and
other similar initiatives should be very easy to implement. We should make it easier to cross
boarders by train.

Mr Wojciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked Mr. Stefan Musiolik Then he passed the floor to Ms Jenni
Suominen who presented the report on behalf of Janne Taminen.

Ms Jenni Suominen on maritime policy about HELCOM - the main meeting was held in
December and the topic of Russia took up a lot of space at the meeting. Russia is no longer
invited to HELCOM meetings. There was a discussion on the new structure of the organization
but no official decisions are yet to be made. The Intergroup in the European Parliament, which
organizes in cooperation with CPMR, held a seminar on opportunities and challenges for blue
SMEs and maritime regions. What was important, and what we learned at this meeting, is that
many companies in this sector face barriers and are under great pressure due to energy supply.
While the existence of founding and support funds for blue SMEs is very positive, the
fragmentation and complexity of the funds causes problems in access.

Monika Pochron -Frankowska gave a presentation on the work of the Pomeranian Offshore
Platform. The event was organized on 14-15.03. The main purpose of the event is that its
dedicated to the youth. The event is a great opportunity for direct contact and discussions with
prospective employees. The | Educational Career Fair EDU OFFSHORE WIND Gdansk 2023 is
organized with secondary school students in mind: technical and trade schools as well as high
schools in the Pomeranian Voivodeship who are at the initial stage of their career path. Young
people will be introduced to a new labour market for the offshore wind sector under Polish
conditions. The event is also dedicated to the students.

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz gave the floor Ms Inese Suija for the last report.

Ms Inese Suija since we met in Palanga Innovation Transfer Group held 3 meetings at which we
discussed various topics. One on the topic “Next Level Thinking and Action — The Climate Academy",
“Value Chains as Regional Development & Policy Tools” and “The New European Bauhaus:
Opportunities for Regions". We note that the complexity of various publicly funded instruments is
increasing. Therefore, we discussed in the innovation group. We deconstructed the concept of
innovation from different perspectives and exchanging experiences on how we are implementing the
innovation in various areas of our lifes. The Innovation Transfer Group is an opportunity for us to
present various topics and present them to decision makers, policy makers. Warmly invited
everyone to the next meetings, the next will be held in March

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked Ms Inese Suija. He then moved to the next point.
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41 Youth involvement

Mr Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Ms Karolina Biatczewska, Mr Andreas Schoop
4.2 Spring Youth Event

4.3 Plans for the upcoming year

MINUTES

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz gave the floor to Mr Christopher Lucht.

Mr Christopher Lucht reported that Brandenburg has extended its contract what makes Mr
Lucht a BSSSC Youth Coordinator until 2025. He thanked the Brandenburg region and the
Chairmanship for their trust in him. Mr Lucht informed again and explain ned the change that
decided that we now have two youth board members and one substitute. Informed that the
next BSSSC Youth Spring Event will be held on 12-15.06 in Kiel - Schleswig-Holstein. The topic
of the meeting has not yet been decided. Informed about BSSSC-CBSS-Cooperation Interreg
Baltic Sea Region — next generation for EUSBSR Enactment, projects and associated
organisations. He also pointed out that Germany lowers voting age to 16 for future EU
elections. He pointed out and reminded about the issue of the appointment of regional BSSSC
Youth coordinators and the implementation of regional BSSSC youth hubs. The important thing
is the cooperation of the hubs members beyond the two fixed annual events.

Mr Jonathan @verland-Heidegard On behalf of the youth members, he thanked for organizing
the meeting in Palanga as well as for the opportunity to participate in the BSSSC Conference.

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked Mr Christopher Lucht.

Ms Jenni Suominen mentioned that this year is a year of skills. This is a good topic to discuss at
future meetings.

Mr Roger Ryberg thanked Christopher for his work as a youth coordinator. We are glad that
you will continue this work in the future and that your contract has been extended.

Mr Woijciech Dorzynkiewicz thanked everyone online and present and ended the meeting.

By: Ms Monika Schneider, West Pomerania Marshal’s Office
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