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BSSSC BOARD MEETING 
BOARD MINUTES DRAFT  
 
May 29, 2024, Cēsis  

 

 

Time: May 29th: 09.00-13.00  

Venue: Cēsis Concert Hall  

Participants: list > page 8 (last page) 

 

 

1. Opening of the Board meeting   

Werner Schwarz (BSSSC Chairman, Minister for Agriculture, Rural Areas, European Affairs and 

Consumer Protection of Land Schleswig-Holstein) opened the meeting with an introduction round.   

 Agenda (Att. 1.2) was approved. 

 Meeting minutes (Gdansk, March.6th/7th 2024, Att 1.3) were approved. 

 Welcome to the new political representative of Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council: Tarja 

Kantola. 

 

2. BSSSC Annual Conference 2024 

2.1. General programme, Update by Stefan Musiolik (Att. 2.1. BSSSC Annual Conference 

Programme draft) – for information 

Update on the agenda:  

 The Organisers received a cancellation from Toomas Hendrik Ilves. Instead, Prof. Bernd 

Henningsen has confirmed his attendance. Małgosia Bartosik from WIND EUROPE has 

been requested for the 1st panel.  

 All Cultural Pearls are confirmed for the cultural event (Jakobstad/FI, Rūjiena/LV, 

Svendborg/DK, Kiel/DE). 

 The BSSSC Board Meeting will be on September 19th (9-12, Hotel Atlantic) with a dinner on 

Sept. 18th (venue tbc). 

 Board Members comment the interesting programme, the active participation of the youth, 

and the early registration opportunity. 

Recommendations from the Board Members:  

 Since the Parliamentary Forum for the Southern Baltic (PSO) will be held in Kiel before 

the BSSSC AC (September 15-17), parliamentarians should be invited to the BSSSC 

Annual Conference. 

 Marshals from Western Pomerania and Pomerania will attend, they should be given a 

prominent role in the programme. 

 

2.2. Update from workshop leaders on state of play 

 WS 1 (AI in public administration / Inese Suija-Markova): This session will offer practical 

insights into integrating AI into local or regional administration, featuring a keynote, a discussion, 

and case studies from Hamburg and Helsinki. 

 WS 2 (Cultural resilience and multilevel governance / Grzegorz Poznański & Kaarina 

Williams): This workshop aims to explore how to create sustainable resilience in cities and 

communities. All four Cultural Pearls will be present in Kiel to provide real-life input into the 

workshops. 

 WS 3 (Dumped Munition / Susanne Grahl):  Similar to the BSRFF two years ago, this 

workshop will be led by the Ministry for Environment Schleswig-Holstein. Previously focused on 

understanding the problem, the discussion will now shift towards solutions for salvaging dumped 

munitions. 
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Board members suggest inviting Marshal Struk, a member of the Committee of the Regions. 

Bodo Bahr states that at the HELCOM Ministry Meeting only Germany and Poland emphasized 

the importance of this topic. Other Baltic States need to be motivated to take action, for example, 

via the Interreg BSR project MUNIMAP.  

Grzegorz Poznański notes that member states adopted a commitment at the Maritime 

Conference in Palanga last year, which should be reaffirmed at the next Annual Forum. DG 

Mare, a key driving force behind the Palanga commitment, should be involved. 

 WS 4 (Cohesion policy; Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp): To enable constructive discussions, 

opponents of cohesion policy and Interreg should be invited. Participants will be asked to pitch 

a project funded through cohesion policy to demonstrate the impact of cohesion funds. 

 WS 5 (Offshore wind energy): see 3.4 for details 

 WS 6 (Fighting democracy; Susanne Grahl): This workshop will be organised by Christian 

Pletzing from Academia Baltica/Sankelmark in Schleswig-Holstein, with support from BSSSC 

(Elias Arndt). Sandra Fiene, a spokesperson at the European Commission in Bonn, will give a 

keynote on examples of disinformation from Latvia, Russia/Ukraine, and Germany. Ann Irene 

Sæternes suggests including the Baltic Sea Region Youth Forum (hosted by CBSS). 

 WS 7 (Cooperation BSSSC-Ukraine, Bartlomiej Toszek): Odessa, Mikolaiv, Poltava, and 

Kherson have expressed interest in cooperating with BSSSC. The aim is to compare 

experiences in cooperation with Ukraine to determine the best practices and propose 

coordination within the BSR. The CBSS will collaborate in the workshop. Reiner Kneifel-

Haverkamp offers to contribute experts, especially on funding. Grzegorz Poznański mentions 

UBC's inclusion of Ukrainian cities, and Ann Irene Sæternes notes that the Swedish Institute 

provides funding for such projects. The Interreg BSR Secretariat could also provide examples 

for possible cooperation. 

 WS 8 (Interreg BSR platform projects, Johanna Kamin): This workshop, organised by the 

Interreg BSR Secretariat, coincides with the platform project call opening. It aims to explore how 

regions can best use Interreg project results for their development. 

 WS 9 (Hydrogen; Susanne Grahl): This workshop, organised by the STRING secretariat, will 

include participants from two hydrogen projects, one of which was recently accepted within the 

Interreg North Sea Programme. Other stakeholders, such as the SCANDRIA Alliance and the 

BSR project HyTruck, will also be included. 

 

2.3. Draft Resolution, Kaarina Williams (Att. 2.3. BSSSC Annual Conference Resolution, 1st draft) 

– for discussion 

 Kaarina Williams presented the timeline for developing the resolution, which is to be presented 

at the BSSSC Annual Conference in Kiel on September 20th. After the conference, the 

resolution will be distributed to relevant recipients in the BSR. 

 Ann Irene Sæternes informed that there is no decision yet on the BSSSC Annual Conference 

2025 in Norway, hence it should not be included in the resolution. EUSBSR point 3 includes 

Norway in the strategy, which might warrant a welcome inclusion in the resolution. 

 Juhani Ailio mentioned that the role of Norway will be discussed at the EUSBSR meeting in Riga 

on May 30th. Several topics from this discussion could be relevant for the PACs, and the BSP 

offers support for developing the resolution. 

 Input from Jon Halvard to point 13 on transport from the chat: “I agree with what is written in 

item 13 about transport. I would however suggest to scale down the current text somewhat in 
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order to make room for the following: (1) Calls on the EU institutions and Member States to 

allocate more funding for the Connecting Europe Facility instrument in the next Multiannual 

Financial Framework from 2028, (2) Urges all stakeholders to intensify the efforts for climate-

proofing of transport infrastructure, (3) Would like to see the introduction of European 

regulations which could facilitate travel planning, ticketing and ensure passenger rights for rail 

journeys across borders.” 

 Stefan Musiolik suggested including results from the May 28th discussion on resilient societies 

and democracy. The NGO forum, mentioned during the discussion, could be revitalized for 

future support. 

 

2.4. BSSSC Youth Autumn Event in Rendsburg, Christopher Lucht 

 The event will be organized in cooperation with the S-H Regional Youth Council (Markus Krajc). 

 Registration is already open. 

 The youth will actively participate in the BSSSC Annual Conference in Kiel. 

 Part of the youth event will include a workshop on democracy with a parliamentarian from the 

South Baltic conference. 

 The youth will also be involved in the workshop on culture and resilient communities. 

 Christopher Lucht asked BSSSC members to promote the meeting to their local youth 

organizations and to cover the travel costs of the participants. 

 

 

3. Thematic discussions & Updates from rapporteurs and expert groups   

3.1. Common Cohesion Policy paper, Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp, Brandenburg 

(Att. 3.1., BSSSC Cohesion Paper) – for adoption 

The recent discussion on nationalizing cohesion policy is not encouraging and could 

endanger cohesion policy. 

Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp suggested a minor amendment in §6: changing "it offers" to "it 

should continue to offer". 

Suggestions by Ann Irene Sæternes: 

 Prepare a paper on the future of Interreg for the Board Meeting in Kiel to facilitate 

discussions at the Board meeting in Brussels (lead: Ann Irene). 

 Invite Karsten Uno Petersen, a member of the Committee of the Regions, to the 

workshop in Kiel. 

 Send the paper to CoR, national authorities, CBSS, DG Budget, Secretary General of 

the Commission, European Parliament, and Baltic Sea Region organisations (BSPC, 

etc.). 

 Common Cohesion Policy paper is adopted and will be sent out to the respective 

recipients at EU COM etc. by the chair. 

 

3.2. Sustainable Transport, Jon Halvard Eide, Agder County Council   

(no report due to technical problems) 
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3.3. Cooperation with Ukraine, Bartlomiej Toszek, Westpomeranian Region  

see 2.2 Workshop 7 for details 

 

3.4. Offshore Windenergy, Karolina Lipińska, Pomeranian Region 

Karolina Lipińska provided an update on the upcoming workshop at the Annual Conference, 

highlighting the participation of panelists from Latvia, Poland, Denmark, and Rystad Energy. 

Pawel Wróbel from Baltic Wind will deliver the introductory presentation. Efforts are 

underway to involve the European Commission, with assistance from Brigitte Köhnlein. An 

invitation to the panel will also be extended to WindEurope, represented by Malgosia 

Bartosik. A brief report on Baltic Sea Region (BSR) countries, along with additional 

materials, will be shared with Board members. 

 

3.5. Innovation Transfer, Inese Suija-Makova, Vidzeme Region 

Inese Suija-Makova reported on the activities of the BSSSC Innovation Transfer Working 

Group, which has convened twice since the last Board meeting. Meetings included 

discussions with Karolina Lipińska and Natasa Kurucki, EU Policy Officer at DG Research 

and Innovation. The focus of the latter was on the New European Innovation Agenda, 

particularly the creation of Regional Innovation Valleys to bolster the European innovation 

ecosystem. 

 

3.6. Maritime Affairs, Janne Tamminen, Uusimaa Region 

Janne Tamminen informed about the upcoming Ministerial Meeting under Latvia's 

presidency, held every three years, which will include a declaration on the geopolitical 

situation. He emphasized ongoing collaborations with HELCOM and noted the allocation of 

€3.5 billion for ocean protection and the global ban on certain plastics. The European 

Commission has extended state aid support for agriculture and fisheries sectors, 

highlighting the EU's global influence. Upcoming events include the 30th Maritime Days in 

Svendborg, focusing on future fisheries, algae, and AI technology in the maritime sector, 

and the Sea Basin Strategy Day on 12-13 June in Brussels, with participation from DG 

Regio and DG Mare. 

 

3.7. Draft letter to the CBSS quadriga on Heads of State Summit, Kaarina Williams, 

Schleswig-Holstein   

A draft letter addressing the quadriga for the upcoming Heads of State Summit in Schleswig-

Holstein is in preparation and will be delivered later.   

 

 

4. Reports from BSR strategies, funding programmes     

4.1. Report from EUSBSR Strategy, Juhani Ailio, Centrum Balticum / Baltic Sea Strategy Point 

(online) 

The 2019 Action Plan will be revised, aiming to reduce and clarify the number of actions 

from over 80 to around 40. A mid-term evaluation is set for February 2025. Stakeholders 
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are encouraged to contribute. The final plan is expected by June/July 2025, with submission 

to the European Commission. Discussions will continue at a meeting in Riga on May 30th. 

Cooperation with Interreg programs remains strong, with 90% of priorities aligned with the 

EUSBSR action plan.  

The Visby Annual Forum will focus on "Sustainable Resilience and Security." Registration 

will open soon. 

 

4.2. BSSSC participation at EUSBSR Annual Forum/Participation Day, Ann Irene 

Sæternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network  

BSSSC was asked to organize a targeted workshop for core strategy actors at the EUSBSR 

Annual Forum on October 29th - prior to the regular programme. The workshop will be 

interactive, involving National Coordinators and PACs. BSSSC members are invited to 

support hosting a stand at the networking village.  

Christopher Lucht offers that the youth will discuss their participation at the meeting on June 

17th (supporting both the stand and workshop).  

It is crucial for local and regional levels, particularly from the Baltic States, to be represented. 

 Proposals for speakers from BSSSC members are welcome by June 14th. 

 

4.3. Report on current issues and events in Interreg BSR funding programme, Ann Irene 

Sæternes, Head of European Affairs, Eastern Norway County Network  

Update from Interreg BSR on the third call for projects, with applications due in June and 

decisions by mid-November.  

A call for platform projects starts on June 6th, with a deadline of December 3rd. This aims 

to add value to ongoing and finalized projects across EU projects (more information at the 

Annual Conference in the workshop).  

Clustering efforts in key areas are underway within each priority area, such as smart and 

sustainable cities, circular economy, and circular food systems. .  

A small project call is planned for early 2025.  

 

4.4. BSSSC input to Interreg BSR consultation on BSR programme post 2027, Kaarina 

Williams, Schleswig-Holstein (Att. Interreg BSR stakeholder consultation – for discussion) 

BSSSC has been invited to provide input on the post-2027 BSR programme. Board 

Members should submit their feedback by June 14th. A questionnaire with proposals for 

answers was distributed to gather responses.  

No feedback was received. The Board mandated the chair to submit the answers as 

proposed. 

 

4.5. BSSSC associated partnerships in Interreg projects BRAVE and H2-

Derivatives@BalticSeaports, Johanna Kamin, Schleswig-Holstein (Att. Project outlines 

(H2Derivatives & BRAVE) – for discussion) 

BSSSC has been approached to be an associated partner in two Interreg projects: BRAVE, 

focusing on empowering young people, and H2-Derivatives@BalticSeaports.  
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While BSSSC cannot act as a project partner due to its legal status, it can play a significant 

role in outreach and support.  

Ann Irene recommended that BSSSC should use this opportunity as it helps to reach out 

on topics relevant to the BSSSC members. ENCN is likely to be a partner in BRAVE.  

BSSSC Board Members agree for BSSSC to become associated partners in the two 

projects. 

 

4.6. Report from Brussels Antenna, Brigitte Köhnlein, Hanse Office  Brussels 

Brigitte Köhnlein presented prognosis and scenarios for the upcoming EP elections, 

highlighting shifts towards smaller parties and the implications for coalition building in the 

EU. The current political landscape may affect future policy directions leading to difficulties 

in decision-making.  

 

 

5.  Short reports from other BSR organizations  

5.1. CBSS – Director General, Grzegorz Poznański 

Ministerial Meeting June 14th in Turku: The Finnish presidency will conclude (focus was on 

safe and secure region). The Estonian presidency will follow focusing on geopolitical issues. 

CBSS Activities: Participation in BSPC (Denmark), BSSSC Annual Conference (Kiel), and 

the EUBSR Annual Forum. CBSS promotes events with an emphasis on youth involvement, 

including the recent CBSS Youth Ministerial in Helsinki (4.4.2024) and the BSP Youth 

Forum Aug. 24-27 in Helsingør, Denmark. 

Grzegorz Poznański announced his departure being effective August 31st, expressing 

gratitude for the partnership with BSSSC. On behalf of BSSSC Stefan Musiolik thanked 

Grzegorz Poznański for the good cooperation and expressed hope for its continuation. 

 

5.2. BSPC - Secretary General, Bodo Bahr (online) 

Recent Meetings: 

 BSPC working group on energy in Helsinki (March): Discussed energy security and 

hybrid threats, focusing on maintaining supply security during military conflicts and 

critical infrastructure. 

 In April (Riga) the 50th anniversary of the Helsinki Convention and HELCOM was 

celebrated with the participation of the youth. 

 BSPC Working Group on Energy Security, Self-sustainability, Resilience and 

Connectivity took place in Greifswald (26-28 May) including a visit to a nuclear power 

plant: Discussions on border security, nuclear safety, and the impact of Russian 

maritime activities in the Baltic Sea. Parliamentarians emphasized the need for a joined, 

coordinated defense approach and for changing international maritime law to better 

address (hybrid) warfare threats.  

Upcoming: Under the Danish presidency, discussions will center on defense cooperation 

and energy security in the Baltic Sea Region (Aug. 25-27, DK).  

 Bodo Bahr recommended inviting South Baltic parliamentarians to the Annual 

Conference. 
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 Stefan Musiolik suggested including a strong statement in the BSPC resolution to 

highlight the long-term importance of the Baltic Sea Cultural Pearls. 

 

6. Youth involvement  

6.1. Update on youth cooperation 2024, Christopher Lucht, BSSSC Youth Coordinator, Mr. 

Elias Arndt BSSSC Youth Board Members 

EU elections: Report about the Baltic Sea related questionnaire to young European 

politicians from the BSR. A scheduled meeting with Delara Burkhard was cancelled. In 

Germany the age for voting has been lowered to 16. 

Elias Arndt: has been elected as member of the Committee of Youth Representatives 

(CYR). 

Nordic Youth Summit: Participation in the summit in Vilnius is under discussion. 

Spring Youth Event: Applications to host the next event can be submitted to Christopher 

Lucht. 

Interreg BSR Consultation: Elias Arndt mentioned an interview/consultation scheduled for 

June 25th with youth representatives and Interreg BSR. 

 

6.2. Information on Baltic Sea Region Youth Hackathon 2024 (Lübeck) and Nordic Youth 

Conference 2024 (Vilnius), Johanna Kamin, Schleswig-Holstein 

BSR Youth Hackathon: Scheduled in Lübeck, hosted by Schleswig-Holstein, organized by 

CBSS and TH Lübeck. The event aims to engage young people (18-29) from all Baltic 

Sea Region states in creating IT solutions. Over 70 registrations have been received, with 

strong representation from BSSSC regions. 

Nordic Youth Conference: Scheduled for 2024 in Vilnius, further details to be discussed. 

 

7. Upcoming events and important topics 

 BSSSC Youth Event in Rendsburg and Kiel (Germany), 15.-21.09.2024 

 BSSSC Board Meeting in Kiel (Germany), 19.09.2024 

 BSSSC Annual Conference 2024 in Kiel (Germany), 19./20.09.2024 

 EUSBSR Annual Forum 2024 in Visby (Sweden), 29-31.10.2024 

 BSSSC Board Meeting in Brussels (Belgium), 10/11.12.2024 

 

8. AOB  

 no comments 

 

End of meeting (13:20) 
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Participants 

 

Last name First name Representative of...   

Arndt Elias BSSSC Youth  

Gercane Laila Vidzeme Planning Region  

Grahl Susanne Land Schleswig-Holstein  

Kamin Johanna Land Schleswig-Holstein  

Kantola Tarja Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council  

Kneifel-Haverkamp Reiner Land Brandenburg  

Koehnlein Brigitte Hanse-Office Brussels SH  

Lucht Christopher BSSSC Youth  

Musiolik Stefan Land Schleswig-Holstein  

Sæternes Ann Irene Eastern Norway County Network  

Schärf Christian Land Brandenburg  

Stonke Egle Klaipeda Region association  

Suija-Markova Inese Vidzeme Planning Region  

Tamminen Janne Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council  

Tautaviciute Greta Assocation Klaipeda Region  

Tilk Arne Association of Cities and Municipalities of Estonia  

Toszek Bartlomiej West Pomerania Region  

Williams Kaarina Land Schleswig-Holstein  

    

Online       

Ailio Juhani Baltic Sea Strategy point  

Bahr Bodo Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference  

Eide Jon Halvard Vest-Agder County  

Krzemiński Adam Pomorskie Region   

Lipinska Karolina Pomorskie Region  

Poznański Grzegorz CBSS  

Zarębska-Jende Gabriela Pomorskie Region   

    

 


