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GREETINGS FROM THE BSSSC CHAIR 2017 - 2019
The BSSSC Chairmanship of Eastern Norway County Network is coming to an end. It has been a great
honour for me to lead this important political network and lobby organisation since 1 January 2017. I think
we have come a long way during these three years, and we have accomplished a lot together.
My priorities as Chairman has been; More and better youth involvement, sustainable development and
better communication to tell the world around us about BSSSC - to attract more interest to the BSSSC.
Together with the board rapporteurs, our Brussels Antenna, the BSSSC youth network and in dialog with
partner organisations we have worked hard with these and other important priorities for the Baltic Sea
Region (BSR).
I am proud to present some of the results we have achieved. BSSSC has been instrumental to lift the
voice of the youth in the BSR. Special thanks to the hard work of our youth board members 2017 to 2019
– Kari, Timo, Martin, Agnes and Venla. The Baltic Sea Youth Camp arranged in Gdansk in June this year
- with more than 100 young people from all over the Baltic Sea region – and the initiative of a Baltic Sea
Youth Platform under the umbrella of Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS) - are lighthouses for this work.
In addition, we have promoted youth involvement under the headline “Nothing about us without us” at
the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) annual fora in Stockholm, Berlin, Tallinn and last
but not least in Gdansk in June 2019. Our good cooperation with the Union of Baltic Cites (UBC) and the
EuroRegion Baltic (ERB) has made all this possible – as well as the great support from CBSS. I hope this
good work will continue and grow and I assure you that we will support this from Norway also in the
future.
The Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been on the BSSSC agenda these
past years. We have participated actively in the preparation and promotion of the Baltic 2030 Action
Plan - initiated by CBSS. We have taken part in HELCOM meetings and given our input to the HELCOM
Baltic Sea Action Plan. We have regularly attended the CBSS Expert Groups on Sustainable Development
and Sustainable Maritime Economy.
In 2019, BSSSC was partner in arranging the Annual Forum of the EUSBSR. Together with our colleagues
in Pomorskie Region and the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs - we focused on Circular and Sharing
economy as drivers for change in the BSR. “Reduce – Reuse – Rethink” was the forum slogan! As part of
our BSSSC contribution, we produced a best practise report on circular economy in the BSR and beyond.
By this, we wanted to fuel the processes transforming our societies into a greener and more sustainable
future. In May 2019, the board agreed on a policy paper on the SDGs and the Future of Europe – and
forwarded our positions to the European Commission and other EU institutions - as well as to the CBSS
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Jurmala in June.
Future of Cohesion Policy and programmes – especially Interreg – and the EU Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) 2021 – 2027 has been another very important area for BSSSC over the past three years.
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We have actively participated in the discussion and lobbied the interest of the BSR regions through
meetings with the EU Commission, through three policy papers, through membership in the #Cohesion
Alliance and through our annual conference resolutions in 2017, 2018 and 2019.
In three annual conferences and through the work of the board, we have promoted togetherness, solidarity, democracy, cultural understanding, subsidiarity and good neighbourhood relations – as key values that
we need to build our BSR work on. In December 2017, the board adopted a policy paper on Subsidiarity
and Democracy, and the Future of Europe and in May 2018, we adopted a paper promoting culture as a
basis for regional and European policy. Both papers sent to EU institutions and national authorities in the
BSR.
We have focused on smart solutions and shared knowledge and good practises on Bio-economy,
sustainable procurements, cultural innovations, maritime policy and blue growth and green transport and
accessibility. BSSSC has supported nine BSR projects financed by Interreg - as associated partner - and
at our annual conferences 2017 – 2019 we have presented and cooperated closely with these projects
and others. Our relationship with the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme is very valuable and highly
appreciated.
I also want to highlight the cooperation and very good dialog with the European Committee of Regions
(CoR) and especially with President/1st Vice President, Markku Markkula. It has been a great pleasure for
me, coming from a non-EU country, to be included into the Brussels structures.
I want to thank the members of the board and board civil – especially the rapporteurs, our partner organisations – especially CBSS - and all BSR enthusiasts for good and constructive cooperation throughout
this exciting journey. It has created many good memories and friendships for life.
I am now happy to hand over the role as chair to the Pomorskie Region in Poland - a long lasting active
part of the BSSSC network and a frontrunner in BSR regional cooperation. The BSSSC will be in very
good hands in the years to come! I wish the new chair and secretariat all the best and look forward to
continuing the cooperation within BSSSC also in the years to come.

Roger Ryberg
Chair of Eastern Norway County Network
BSSSC Chairman 2017 - 2019
Mr. Roger Ryberg speaks at the 25th BSSSC Annual
Conference in Brandenburg, Germany,
20-22 September 2017.

Chairmanship report 2017-2019

5

GREETINGS FROM THE INCOMING BSSSC CHAIR 2020 - 2021
I would like to convey most sincere congratulations to the Norwegian BSSSC Presidency: Chair Roger
Ryberg, Secretary General Ann Irene Sæternes and the whole invaluable team on the most efficiently
and professionally held responsibilities when chairing the BSSSC regional network in the past years. It is
beyond doubts that the BSSSC is now a strong, recognised and visible network of devoted members. It
stands strongly for clean, smart, well-to-do, democratic citizen – and -youth oriented Baltic Sea Region
where culture, common ideas, dreams and goals unite all the levels of society and decision-makers. And it
is obvious to everybody involved that we are a strong family united by a human touch and a great sense
of humour – thank you Eastern Norway County Network!
Pomorskie, taking over the presidency for the coming two years, wishes to ensure continuity of the work
along the Norwegian priorities’ lines. We will do our best for the BSSSC to continue being a good partner
for all the key BSR institutions and organisations starting with the Council of the Baltic Sea States. We
want to be strongly involved in the work of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, but also a good
Baltic Sea Region partner for essential EU policies. Cohesion policy, Youth empowerment, efficient
transport, smart blue and green solutions, cultural cooperation and Baltic Sea Region identity will be
at the heart of our work. We also plan to concentrate even more on the promotion and implementation
of SDGs, actions towards mitigation and adaptation of climate changes and demands resulting from
increasing digitalisation and aging societies. We also plan to devote our time to the current challenges to
democracy and discuss possible means to make democracy important for the people again and to be a
well-functioning inclusive system. And last but not least, we would like for BSSSC to capitalise even more
on the Northern Dimension initiative to have all the Baltic Sea Region countries truly on board for the
BSR prosperity.

Mieczysław Struk
Marshal of Pomorskie Voivodeship, Poland.
BSSSC Chair 2020-2021

From left: Ossi Savolainen, Chairman 2014-2017, Mieczysław Struk, Chairman
2020-2021, Roger Ryberg, Chairman 2017-2019. Taken at a BSSSC Board
Meeting in Brussels, Belgium, December 3, 2019.
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TIMELINE BSSSC 2017-2019
31 December 2016: 		
				

End of the Helsinki-Uusimaa region chairmanship/beginning of
the Eastern Norway County Network chairmanship

7-9 February 2017: 		

Board meeting Brussel, Belgium

10-12 May 2017: 		

Board meeting Sarumaa, Estonia

13-14 June 2017:		
				

BSSSC Youth Conference “Nothing about us without us- making it happen”
in cooperation with ERB and UBC, back-to-back to the EUSBSR, Berlin Germany.

18-20 September 2017:
BSSSC Youth event 2017, back to back to BSSSC Annual Conference,
				Trebnitz, Germany
20-22 September 2017:
				

Board meeting and Annual Conference “Cohesion = Togetherness - People
working together across borders in the Baltic Sea Region”, Potsdam, Germany

11-12 December 2017:

Board meeting, Drammen Norway

6-7 March 2018:		

Board meeting, Stockholm Sweden

18-20 April 2018:		

BSSSC Youth event, “Youth declaration”, Hämeenlinna, Finland

21-23 May 2018:		

Board meeting, Kaliningrad, Russia

2-3 June 2018:		

Youth Event back to back to the EUSBSR, Tallin, Estonia

18-20 August 2018:		

Regeneration 2030 Summit, Mariehamn, Åland.

9-10 September 2018:
BSSSC Youth event 2018, back to back to BSSSC Annual Conference,
				Gdansk, Poland
10-12 September 2018:
				

Board meeting and Annual Conference “„Solidarity, participation
and smart action for a better future”, Gdansk, Poland

27-29 November 2018:

Board meeting Brussel, Belgium

6-7 February 2019:		

Board meeting, Hyvinkää, Finland

7-9 April 2019:		

BSSSC Youth Spring Event, Kaliningrad, Russia

9-10 May 2019:		

Board meeting, Cecis, Latvia

8-11 June 2019:		

Baltic Youth Camp, Back to back to EUSBSR, Gdansk, Poland

16-18 September 2019:
BSSSC Youth Event 2019, back to back to BSSSC Annual Conference,
				Klaipeda, Lithuania
18-20 September 2019:
				
				

Board meeting and Annual Conference “Sustainable Maritime
Economy - BSSSC regions shaping the future of the Blue economy in
the Baltic Sea Region”, Klaipeda, Lithuania

2-3 December 2019:

Board meeting Brussel, Belgium.

31 December 2019:		
End of Eastern Norway County Network chairmanship/beginning
				of Pomeranian region
.
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POLICY AREA CULTURE, CREATIVE INDUSTRIES & REGIONAL
IDENTITY
By Stefan Musiolik, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany.

The BSSSC aims at bringing together regional cultural players in BSR projects and events to promote BSR
culture and cultural heritage. Besides being BSSSC rapporteur on culture, Schleswig-Holstein
is – together with Poland - coordinator of the EUSBSR Policy Area Culture (PA Culture). This dual function
provides good synergies and opportunities to transfer EUSBSR project results to the regional policy level.
Under the programmatic heading “Add culture to the heart of regional and European politics” the BSSSC
adopted in May 2018 a position paper advocating greater political support for cultural projects in the
BSR and beyond. Concerns about growing Euro-scepticism, tendencies towards more nationalisation,
associated with rising populist and anti-democratic movements, provided the political background. “If the
European project is to survive, it must be more than an economic and monetary union. It should convince
with a common vision and a set of values shared and supported by its citizens. This is where culture can
make the difference. Culture has the power to integrate; culture builds bridges across borders and across
social and political differences”, is a quote from the position paper.

Creative Ports
This project assembles public authorities and business support organisations, cultural institutes and
researchers to improve the capacity for internationalisation of companies from the cultural and creative
sectors. In the BSR, the majority of design, art, fashion and other creative companies are small or medium-sized and often lack the necessary networks to access international markets. Creative Ports provides
various relevant actors in participating countries with opportunities for exchange and internationalisation.
BSSSC is member of the project’s Advisory Board.

Baltic RIM (Baltic Sea Region integrated maritime cultural heritage management)
The Baltic Sea is an area rich of underwater treasures such as submerged landscapes from the Stone
Age and shipwrecks from former centuries. At the same time the Baltic Sea is one of the world’s most
frequented water-bodies. Wind farms, aquaculture and mining are also claiming their share of the limited
space. These activities can endanger the gems of our past. The PA Culture Flagship Baltic RIM will
provide tools to structure decision-making processes and to integrate maritime cultural heritage concerns
into maritime spatial planning processes. The BSSSC Board decided to support the project, e.g. through
communicating project results.

Culture - part of the BSSSC Annual Conferences
During the Annual Conference 2017 in Potsdam Schleswig-Holstein hosted a workshop on the European
Cultural Heritage Year 2018. Experts in the subject discussed how to make heritage sites better accessible and attractive for BSR citizens. How to use culture to make the Baltic Sea Youth Camp1 vivid and
attractive for young people was topic of a workshop at the Annual Conference 2018 in Gdansk. High
quality cultural performances contributed to the success of the conference.
1 Reference to the respective chapter in the report
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Entertainment at the Shakespeare Theatre, celebrating the 25th anniversary of the BSSSC, as part of the BSSSC Annual
Conference in Gdansk, Poland, 2018.
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YOUTH POLICY 2017-2019
By Lars Lund Godbolt, BSSSC Secretariat, Eastern Norway County Network, Norway.

Youth policy has been high on the agenda for the Norwegian Chairmanship. They are the ones who will
inherit the bad, or good, decisions of today. Therefore, we have had a youth network since 2005 and two
seats in the BSSSC Board have been reserved for youths since 2006. During the last three years, seven
youth events have taken place.
11-14 June 2017. Arranged back to back with the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Berlin, Germany. The event focused
on youth involvement. Co-hosted with the youth networks at Euroregion Baltic (ERB) and Union of Baltic Cities
(UBC).
18-22 September 2017. Arranged back to back with the BSSSC Annual Conference in Potsdam, Germany. The
event focused on cultural heritage, sustainable development goals (SDGs) and the EU cohesion policy.
18-20 April 2018. BSSSC Youth event in Hämeenlinna, Finland. The event focused on green cities and smart future, digitalization and youth democracy.
9-12 September 2018. Arranged back to back with the BSSSC Annual Conference in Gdansk, Poland. This event
focused on solidarity and active participation.
14-16 April 2019. BSSSC Youth Event in Kaliningrad, Russia. The event focused on sustainability, education and
multiculturalism.
8-13 June 2019. Baltic Youth Camp arranged by BSSSC, UBC, ERB and Baltic Sea Cultural Centre. Arranged back
to back with the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Gdansk, Poland. The focus was on sustainability, cultural identity and
raising the voice of the youth in the EUSBSR.
16-20 September 2019. Arranged back to back with the BSSSC Annual Conference in Klaipeda, Lithuania. The
event focused on the blue economy.2

BSSSC Youth Board Members Agnes Lusti (Norway, 2018-2020) and Venla Hatakka (Finland, 2019-2021) at BSSSC Youth Event in
Klaipeda, Lithuania, 17-18 September 2019.
2 For more information on each youth event, please see: https://www.bsssc.com/youth
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The events usually have around 20-30 youths attending. The exception was the Baltic Sea Youth Camp,
which gathered about 110 youths. The idea for a larger Youth Camp was initiated by a BSSSC Youth
Board Member and the idea was followed-up by the BSSSC Secretariat. The camp was funded largely
by the CBSS Project Support Facility. The funding was for one year, but the partners behind the Youth
Camp (BSSSC, EuroRegion Baltic, Union of Baltic Cities and Baltic Sea Cultural Center) will continue to
try to make the Youth Camp a permanent event back to back with the EUSBSR Annual Forum. The camp
resulted in the creation of a common youth declaration asking for stronger youth involvement in the BSR
and especially in the EUSBSR.
BSSSC have also participated in the project Casypot (lead partner: Regional Council in Kalmar County,
SE). CaSYPoT focuses on cooperation of different actors: local and regional authorities, universities,
NGOs, etc. in the field of youth questions. The main goal is to improve cross-border cooperation capacity
of local EuroRegion Baltic actors through creating joint knowledge-based strategic youth policy. The
BSSSC supported the project by sharing best practises on youth policy with them, connecting them with
BSSSC network, and sharing their final reports and results.
The BSSSC has also supported and been a part of the Regeneration 2030 movement, financed by the
Nordic Council of Ministers. One of the BSSSC Youth Board members has been part of one of the Regeneration committees, and BSSSC have also sent youths to their summits and disseminated their results
and ideas.

BSSSC Youth Board Member (second from left), Martin Rümmelein, debating in a plenary at the Annual Forum of
the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region in Gdansk, June 2019.
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EU STRATEGY FOR THE BALTIC SEA REGION (EUSBSR)
By Ann Irene Sæternes, BSSSC Secretariat, Eastern Norway County Network, Norway.

The EUSBSR has since the very beginning been part of the BSSSC work. The Chairmanship of Eastern
Norway County Network selected EUSBSR as one of the crosscutting priorities of its Work Plan 20172019. Youth involvement in the EUSBSR has been the focus area of our work – under the headline
“Nothing about us without us”. The work started already in 2016 after the adoption of the BSSSC
Strategy. The first seminar involving youth was conducted at the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Stockholm in
November 2016 – coordinated by the incoming Norwegian chairmanship. A second seminar was carried
out in Berlin in June 2017 and a third in Tallinn in June 2018. Raising the voice of youth within the EUSBSR
has from the start been developed in close cooperation with Union of Baltic Cities (UBC) and Euroregion
Baltic (ERB). On the way, also other partners have been included – like Council of the Baltic Sea States
(CBSS) and some of the BSR youth councils. The result of this effort has been very good, and in 2019 the
work was taken to a new level by the Baltic Sea Youth Camp - organised in Gdansk in the days leading up
to the EUSBSR Annual Forum 2019. The BSSSC Secretariat was project leader for this new
initiative – supported financially by CBSS.
BSSSC chairmanship was selected as partner for the preparation and execution of the 10th EUSBSR
Annual Forum in Gdansk. This role made it possible to promote BSSSC as an important stakeholder in
the EUSBSR representing the regions in the BSR. The BSSSC chair addressed the forum, and BSSSC was
delivering concrete input to the work of the strategy within the areas of circular economy and youth
participation.
In 2019, the EUSBSR Action Plan has been in a revision process. Based on an initiative of BSSSC a consultation seminar for local and regional authorities was prepared and carried out in Gdansk in June. BSSSC
chairmanship cooperated closely with UBC and Baltic Sea Commission (BSC) in hosting this event.
The BSSSC Chairmanship has had an open dialog with the National Coordinator Group (NC group) of the
EUSBSR in the period. The NC group has addressed all BSSSC annual conferences in the period.
Eastern Norway County Network has been partner in the Let’s Communicate project – communicating the
EUSBSR internally and externally. The role as chair of BSSSC has been taken into the work and BSSSC has
joined forces with the project. BSSSC is now in the second phase of the project included as an associated
partner in Let’s Communicate.
In September 2019 the BSSSC Board established a working group (WG) to identify ways and means to
better involve BSSSC into the implementation work of the EUSBSR. The new BSSSC 2030 strategy also
raise the ambitions towards a more active role of BSSSC in the future work of the EUSBSR.
Through the policy area culture coordination role of Schleswig-Holstein, the BSSSC has been able to
follow the EUSBSR work in this field throughout the chairmanship period.

Chairmanship report 2017-2019

Mr. Ryberg opening the 10th Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
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MARITIME POLICY AND HELCOM
By Janne Tamminen, Helsinki-Uusimaa Regio, Finland.

Maritime policy is a very natural part of BSSSC’s agenda, since most of the member regions are maritime
regions, and Maritime Policy has a crucial role in the cooperation around the Baltic Sea. Sea connects
the countries in the Baltic Sea Area, and even many landlocked regions are linked to maritime economy,
industry and transport. Baltic Sea is in the focus of environmental questions and it is also an important
resource for the whole area. Tourism, maritime heritage and maritime spatial planning are interesting
issues for the regions. EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region has a strong maritime dimension, Save the
Sea. Helsinki-Uusimaa has been a rapporteur on the Maritime Issues.

Blue Growth and Integrated Maritime Policy
The main focus has been in the maritime cooperation in the Baltic Sea Area and the Integrated Maritime
Policy. European Commission’s long term strategy ‘Blue Growth’, supports sustainable growth in the
marine and maritime sectors. It has been the maritime contribution to achieving the goals of the Europe
2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Maritime technology and industries have a
strong importance and potential for the area. The representatives of rapporteur have also attended the
European Commission’s annual ‘European Maritime Day’ event.

BSSSC Youth experiencing maritime tourism in Klaipeda, Lithuania, September 2019.
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HELCOM
BSSSC has been an observer in the Helsinki Commission HELCOM since 2017. Updating the Baltic Sea
Action Plan (BSAP) has recently been in the focus of the HELCOM work. This has been a concrete step
after the ministerial declaration on a healthier Baltic Sea in 2018. BSAP will be a HELCOM commitment
to the implementation of SDGs. The organization has also an increasing role in the global cooperation.
BSSSC representatives have attended the annual Baltic Sea Day event in St. Petersburg.

Cooperation in Maritime Issues
BSSSC is also an observer in the CBSS Expert Group on Sustainable Maritime Economy EGSME, former
Expert Group on Maritime Policy. BSSSC participated also in the CBSS seminar ‘Development of sustainable maritime economy’, in April 2019 in Jurmala, Latvia.
BSSSC and CPMR Baltic Sea Commission have made cooperation in the maritime policy area.

BSSSC Annual Conference 2019
The BSSSC Annual Conference 2019 in Klaipeda, Lithuania focused on sustainable maritime economy
under the headline „BSSSC regions shaping the future of the Blue Economy in the Baltic Sea Region“.
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NORTHERN DIMENSION
By Janne Tamminen, Helsinki-Uusimaa Regio, Finland.

Northern Dimension (ND) is a joint policy between the European Union, Russian Federation, Norway
and Iceland. The BSSSC has been a partner of Northern Dimension since 1999, representing regional and
local authorities in the Baltic Sea Region. BSSSC representatives have attended in the Steering Group
meetings as well as the Senior Officials meeting in the period as observers. BSSSC has given a short oral
report about its work at all meetings.
The Northern Dimension Institute (NDI) arranged a series of four “Northern Dimension Future Forums”
in the autumn 2018. The first one was held in St. Petersburg and its theme was Culture, then the Environmental and Transport Forums were held in Brussels. The fourth Forum concentrating in Health and
Ageing issues was held Helsinki.
BSSSC attended the 6th Senior Official Meeting on the Northern Dimension in Brussels on 5th March as
well as the high-level meeting in Helsinki on 28 November 2019.
In November 2019, the sixth Northern Dimension Parliamentarian Forum was arranged in Bodø, Norway.
BSSSC attended the Steering Group meeting on day 1. The Northern Dimension celebrated its 20-year anniversary in 2019 among others with a high-level meeting in Helsinki 28 November. A Northern Dimension
Future Forum 2019 „Fresh and sustainable experiments of the Global North“ was held in Espoo, Finland in
November as the part of the Finnish Presidency of the EU. The ND Future Forum panels present technological and human-centred sustainable solutions to societal challenges in the fields of health, transport,
environment and culture, which are Northern Dimension thematic partnerships.

BSSSC representatives at the VII Kaliningrad International Forum in Kaliningrad, Russia, May 21-23, 2018.
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TRANSPORT
By Jon Halvard Eide, Vest-Agder County Council, Norway.

Vest-Agder County Council, with some assistance from Akershus County Council, has been the rapporteur
on transport in this period. This report covers transport-related issues from resolutions and parallel
sessions at the Annual Conferences 2017 – 2019. It also reflects participation at meetings and conferences
of relevant BSR organisations and projects.

Transport issues in Annual Conference resolutions
21-22 September 2017 in Potsdam, Germany
Cross border transport
The BSSSC is encouraging the states and regions in the BSR to take a common view of key transport development actions with their direct neighbours in the framework of the “Northern Dimension Partnership
on Transport and Logistics” and with the EU Eastern Partnership countries. BSSSC supports the position
of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission to extend the ScanMed and the North Sea-Baltic Corridors along the
Gulf of Bothnia.
10 – 12 September 2018 in Gdansk, Poland
Accessibility and green transport corridors
BSSSC believes that the revised TEN-T network should more efficiently facilitate modal shift towards
maritime transport. Motorways of the Sea (MoS) must be better integrated in the network, thus BSSSC
invites the European Commission to include MoS in the TEN-T maps.
18-20 September 2019, Klaipeda, Lithuania
Accessibility and green maritime transport
BSSSC believes that the revised TEN-T network should more efficiently facilitate modal shift towards
maritime transport. Motorways of the Sea (MoS) must be better integrated in the network, thus BSSSC
invites the European Commission to include MoS in the TEN-T maps.

Parallel sessions on transport at Annual conferences
Northern Dimension and Transport (2017)
Shaping the future of shipping (2019)
LNG Value Chain for Clean Shipping, Green Ports and Blue Growth (2019).

Involvement in BSR transport projects
The BSSSC is an associated partner in the BSR Access project platform and in the MAMBA project, and
has been represented in events organised by these projects
The rapporteur and representatives of other BSSSC regions have shadowed and also participated in
events organised by the BSR projects Scandria 2Act TEN-Tacle and NSB CoRe.
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Involvement in BSR organisations
The rapporteur and BSSSC regions have regularly participated in meetings and events organised by the
CPMR BSC Transport Working group.

Other
In July 2019, the BSSSC submitted a response to the EU consultation on the revision of the TEN-T
network. The revision process will continue in the second half of 2019 with targeted stakeholder
consultations, and stakeholder workshops will be conducted from late 2019 – 2020. The results
of the evaluation are expected in mid 2020.

The picture above shows Glienicke Bridge, connecting the Wannsee district of Berlin with the Brandenburg capital of Potsdam.
During the Cold War, this portion of the Havel River formed the border between West Berlin and East Germany. This bridge
serves as an excellent reminder of a Europe divided, and how far we have come since then.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE
- BALTIC 2030
By Lars Lund Godbolt, BSSSC Secretariat, Eastern Norway County Council, Norway.

Sustainable development and climate change were some of the prioritized policy areas during the
Norwegian Chairmanship from 2017 to the end of 2019. Over the last three years the interest in climate
change and sustainable development has soared. The young Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg, hit a nerve
among the younger generations, demanding climate action now. Young people are the ones who will
inherit the decisions of today. Therefore, BSSSC has worked closely with its youth network on especially
sustainability. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been used to tackle sustainability from a
range of different angles. From a general tutoring on the SDGs at the BSSSC Youth autumn event in 2017,
focus on bio economy in youth event 2018, circular economy youth event spring 2019, and blue economy
youth event autumn 2019. From the initiative of a BSSSC Youth Board Members, a Youth Camp for one
hundred youths was arranged. The BSSSC was the lead partner, with co-partners
EuroRegion Baltic, Union of Baltic Cities and Baltic Sea Cultural Center – and support from Pomorskie
Region and EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) Policy Area Culture. The focus was on
culture, the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region – and the sustainable development goals.
The BSSSC have also and are still supporting the Regeneration 2030 movement. ReGeneration 2030 is
a movement led by teenagers and young adults in the Nordic and Baltic Sea Regions making the SDGs
become reality.
Sustainability has also been raised at several of the BSSSC Annual Conferences, among others in 2017.
There the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) introduced the SDGs and the Baltic 2030 Action plan.
The Baltic 2030 action plan is made by the CBSS Secretariat and the CBSS Expert Group on Sustainability, where BSSSC have been participating and giving input throughout the Norwegian Chairmanship. The
Baltic 2030 Action Plan is a general call for all countries and all actors in the Baltic Sea Region to work
together and a recommendation to take initiative to help realize a common vision of sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region, grounded in the global agreement on the 2030 Agenda.
2019 had two significant BSSSC events with a focus on sustainability. In Gdansk in June, BSSSC was the
co-organiser of the Annual Forum for the EUSBSR, gathering about 800 participants to discuss
circular and sharing economy as an answer to demographic changes and environmental challenges. Later
this year, in September, the BSSSC Annual Conference in Klaipeda had sustainable maritime
economy as its topic. In connection with the Annual Forum, the BSSSC initiated a report consisting of
thirty best practises of circular economy in the Baltic Sea Region and Beyond.
The BSSSC has also released a position paper on the European Commission reflection paper, “Towards a
sustainable Europe by 2030» released January 2019. This paper presents the sustainable development
challenges and the advantages from having the European Union as whole tackling them and
suggesting three different scenarios on how the EU might approach these challenges. In May, the BSSSC
Board adopted a position paper strongly advocating scenario 1 - An overarching EU SDG
strategy to guide all the actions of the EU and its member states.
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Finally, throughout 2019 the BSSSC has worked with creating a new strategy for 2030. The new strategy
has implemented the SDGs in all the prioritised policy areas, and the SDGs make part of the vision.
The BSSSC Vision 2030 is as follows: “To facilitate dialogue, partnerships and strengthen interregional
cooperation in line with the SDGs - creating a more sustainable, better accessible and more prosperous
Baltic Sea Region (BSR) – putting local and regional policy makers and the young generation at the heart
of its work”.

Youth discussing circular economy at the Baltic Sea Youth Camp in Gdansk, Poland 8-11 June 2019.
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INTERREG BALTIC SEA REGION PROGRAMME
By Matti Lipsanen, Häme Region, Finland.

2017-2019 was definitely the core period for implementing the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme
2014-2020. First financing decisions of 90 million euro for 35 projects were made already in the end of
2015, but the project activities were mainly implemented during the reporting period. Majority of the
financing decisions, 143 million euro for 70 projects, were made in 2017 and 2018.
TThe projects are allocated to three programme priorities, i.e. innovation, natural resources and sustainable transport. On the top of the “normal” mainstream projects, Interreg BSR programme finances project
preparation (seed money), thematic co-operation between projects (project platform) and implementation activities (extension stage).
Interreg Baltic Sea Region has a firm connection with the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea. The programme
co-finances flagship projects and other projects contributing to the strategy implementation. It also provides co-financing to the coordination work done by the priority area and horizontal action coordinators,
to the organisation of Strategy Forums as well as communication and evaluation activities.

Strong BSSSC contribution
BSSSC has contributed and supported significantly the Interreg BSR in 2017-2019. The programme has
been a subject of discussion at almost every board meeting. Several BSSSC Board Member regions and
three Board Civils (Ann Irene Sæternes, Toivo Riimaa and Matti Lipsanen) are members of the Interreg
BSR Monitoring Committee. Great number of regions participating in the BSSSC family are also active
partners at Interreg BSR projects. For example, for my home region Häme, Interreg BSR is definitely the
most important international source of development financing.

Contribution and cooperation at BSSSC annual conferences
The Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme has attended and contributed to all three BSSSC annual
conferences in the period by representatives from the Managing Authority/Joint Secretariat. In addition,
programme projects have been highlighted in different ways; 2017 in Potsdam with a project idea café,
2018 in Gdansk with a plenary session on „The BSR region in 20 years: projects predict the future“ and
2019 in Klaipeda where sustainable blue growth projects contributed through preparation and execution
of thematic parallel sessions.

Perspectives for the future
The very last financing from the current programme (seed money and extension) will be allocated in
2020, and the project implementation will continue even longer, but the programming for the future
period has already started, despite of many uncertainties. Anyways, transnational cooperation in the
Baltic Sea region will continue also in the EU funding period 2021-2027. A Joint Programming Committee
for the future programme will be nominated by the member states by the end of 2019. We are looking
forward to an effective, focused programme – tackling challenges we will be facing in the 20’s - together,
as a BSSSC family.
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COHESION POLICY
By Reiner Kneifel-Haverkamp, Brandenburg region, Germany.

The years 2017 – 2019 have been crucial for the preparation of the future Multi Annual Financial Framework of the EU (MFF) and of the legislation for Cohesion Policy after 2020. BSSSC has given its input in
the respective discussions on EU level by agreeing on three position papers on future MFF and Cohesion
Policy and distributing them within the EU-institutions, and via meetings with EU Commission representatives. While there´s still no agreement on the framework for the next EU funding period, BSSSC
sees some of its crucial points well reflected in the ongoing negotiations within and in between the EU
institutions.

1st position paper of 9th February 2017
The first position paper highlights the important role of Cohesion Policy for growth and jobs in all European regions. BSSSC asks to keep up the 2014 – 2020 MFR share of budgetary allocation for Cohesion
Policy and to secure an adequate funding also for more developed regions. It emphasizes the importance
of reliable funding, strategic and result oriented programming and implementation, simplification and
reducing the burdens of management and control. A special focus is on strengthening European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) and fostering the support of macro-regional strategies through the European
Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF).

2nd position paper of 10th September 2018
The second position paper refers to the paper from February 2017 in commenting the proposals of the
European Commission on future MFR and Cohesion Policy regulations of May/June 2018. BSSSC criticizes
the proposed reduction of Cohesion Policy budget and of EU co-financing rates. Special attention is paid
to the proposed allocation for and structure and content of future INTERREG. The proposal, to integrate
maritime cross-border programs into transnational programs is rejected as well as the abolition of INTERREG Europe.

3rd position paper of 18th September 2019
BSSSC in its third position paper focusses on the Interregional Innovation Investments proposed by the
European Commission. It highlights the high potential of the Interregional innovation Investments for
European value chains and supporting macro-regional strategies, but requests the instruments transfer
from the INTERREG to the ERDF regulation.
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Mr. Nicola De Michelis (former Head of Cabinet of the Commissioner for Regional Policy – now Director at DG Regio, left) was
present at the BSSSC Board Meeting November 2018 to brief the Board on the status quo of the EUs Multi-Annual Financial
Framework (MFF) post 2020 with a special focus on the cohesion policy. Here next to BSSSC Chairman (2017-2019) Mr. Roger
Ryberg.
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SMART SPECIALISATION
By Hilde Aarø, BSSSC Secretariat, Buskerud County Administration, Norway.

In the BSSSC strategy for 2016-2020 one of the main policy areas for the BSSSC is growth, jobs and
innovation - including creative sectors. Smart specialisation is an innovative approach that aims to
boost growth and jobs in Europe, by enabling each region to identify and develop its own competitive
advantages. Through its partnership and bottom-up approach, smart specialisation brings together local
authorities, academia, business spheres and the civil society, working for the implementation of longterm growth strategies supported by EU funds. Since 2017 the BSSSC has supported two Interreg Baltic
Sea Region projects on Smart Specialisation; RDI2Club and Smart-up BSR.
The RDI2CluB project unites authorities, research, development and innovation (RDI) institutes and business development bodies to a joint quest of boosting smart and sustainable bioeconomy development in
the rural regions around the Baltic Sea.
Smart-up BSR helps regions in nine countries to apply research and innovation strategies for smart
specialisation (RIS3) by sharing best practices and knowledge of EU RIS3 experts (Committee of Regions,
EU Joint Research Centre) and co-creating concepts for the RIS3 implementation. The project focuses on
active healthy ageing, digitalisation in smart city, climate change and circular economy.
The BSSSC had during the Annual Conference 2017 in Potsdam, Germany a parallel session called “Smart
societies – Circular Bioeconomy is the Key for Green and Sustainable Regions”. The topic was that in
order to reach the full potential in circular bioeconomy, regions need to build functional ecosystem by
unifying rural and urban regions. Bioeconomy development creates business opportunities both to urban
and rural areas with circular management of material flows and energy and effective innovation ecosystems.
During its Annual Conference 2018, the BSSSC organised another parallel workshop in Gdansk, Poland
named “Moving towards smart specialisation 2.0 – maximising Baltic Region innovation potential” where
it was discussed how smart specialisation (S3) is a future oriented, innovation based regional development tool in the Baltic Sea region. It focused on regional innovation ecosystems, showcased EU-funded
smart specialisation projects, and provided information about available EU-funding for joint projects in
the Baltic Sea Region. It also contributed to the debate about the future of EU´s cohesion policy and the
role of smart specialisation after 2020.

Chairmanship report 2017-2019

25

The 26th BSSSC Annual Conference “Solidarity, participation and smart action for a better future” took place from 10th to 12th
September 2018 in Gdansk, Poland.
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BSSSC COOPERATION WITH BALTIC SEA ORGANISATIONS
2017 – 2019
By Ann Irene Sæternes, BSSSC Secretariat, Eastern Norway County Network, Norway.

The BSSSC, as an open political network organisation, emphasises dialog and cooperation with other
organisations and structures in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) in all its work.

Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS)
Through all chairmanships since 1993, the BSSSC has valued the contact and continues to make use of its
role as a regional partner to CBSS.
The Norwegian chairmanship and Brussels Antenna visited CBSS Secretariat in spring 2017 to present the
BSSSC and new chairmanship - and to discuss further cooperation. CBSS, represented by deputy director
general, has been invited to all BSSSC board meetings and has attended several – informing about their
work. CBSS has been present and addressed at all BSSSC annual conference 2017 – 2019. In March 2018,
CBSS hosted a BSSSC board meeting in their localities in Stockholm. BSSSC has actively participated in
the Expert Groups on Sustainable Development and Sustainable Maritime Economy 2017-2019. The Norwegian chairmanship has established and developed a close cooperation with the CBSS Baltic 2030 unit
and with the coordinator responsible for culture and youth. BSSSC youth network members contributed
to the CBSS Vision paper in spring 2018. All BSSSC policy papers and conference resolutions has been
distributed to national authorities in the BSR via CBSS Committee of Senior Officials (CSO). BSSSC has
also lobbied the Foreign Ministers meeting in Reykjavik 2017, in Stockholm 2018 and in Jurmala 2019.
The CBSS small project facility financed the Baltic Sea Youth Camp project led by the Norwegian BSSSC
Chairmanship.
.

Deputy Director General of the CBSS Secretariat, Mr. Bernd Hemingway, speaking at the BSSSC Annual Conference in Klaipeda,
Lithuania 18-20 September 2019.
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Union of Baltic Cities (UBC)
The BSSSC has throughout our chairmanship had close contact and cooperation with UBC. Especially
within the area of youth participation (Youthful commission – lead by Kolding, Denmark) – but also
within sustainable development and with the secretariat in Gdansk and EUSBSR expert in Turku. BSSSC
secretariat has taken part in UBC bi-annual conference – in Växjö 2017 and Kaunas 2019. Together with
UBC, BSSSC has worked to raise the voice of youth within the EUSBSR – at the annual fora in Stockholm
2016, Berlin 2017 and Tallinn 2018. The Baltic Sea Youth Camp project 2019 was a big cooperation project
together with UBC. UBC was also involved in the seminar in June 2019 to give input to the revision of the
EUSBSR Action Plan. The UBC Secretary General has attended some board meetings and the 2018 AC of
BSSSC. UBC vice president took part in a panel debate at the AC 2018.

Euroregion Baltic (ERB)
The BSSSC chairmanship has had close contact to the international secretariat of the ERB. Especially on
the issue of youth involvement and empowerment. BSSSC has been associated partner in the ERB project
CasyPot under the Interreg South Baltic Programme and taken part in several project meetings. BSSSC
Secretary General addressed the ERB 20th Jubilee conference in March 2018 in Elblog and ERB took
active part in the BSSSC board meetings in the first half of our chairmanship period. ERB was one of the
partners in the Baltic Sea Youth Camp project and partner in preparation and execution of the seminars
at the EUSBSR annual fora in Stockholm, Berlin and Tallinn.

Baltic Sea Commission – CPMR (BSC)
BSSSC secretariat has taken part in the Annual events of the BSC 2017 (Berlin) and 2018 (Oulu). BSC
chair was invited to join a panel discussion at the BSSSC AC 2018 in Gdansk. Information from the work
of CPMR-BSC has been given at board meetings – mainly by Helsinki-Uusimaa region. Within the area of
transport, the BSSSC has had close contact with the BSC working group and the same within the area of
maritime policy. In June 2019, BSSSC cooperated with BSC in arranging a seminar to give regional input
to the EUSBSR revision of the action plan.

HELCOM
BSSSC has been an observer in HELCOM in the period 2017 – 2019. The work has been followed up by
Helsinki-Uusimaa region and they have reported about this at each board meeting. BSSSC board gave
their input in the consultation of the State of the Baltic Sea report in December 2017. HELCOM contributed with a seminar on clean Baltic Sea and plastic at the BSSSC AC 2019 in Klaipeda.

Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)
The BSSSC chair, Roger Ryberg, has taken part in and addressed all BSPC conferences in the period –
Hamburg 2017, Åland 2018 and Oslo 2019. The BSPC Secretary General addressed the BSSSC Annual
Conference 2018 in Gdansk as well as the youth conference arrange by BSSSC, UBC and ERB in Berlin in
June – leading up to the EUSBSR Annual Forum 2018. Conference Resolutions have been jointly spread
through each other’s systems.
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South Baltic Parliamentary Conference
The BSSSC has taken part in and addressed all conferences in the period – 2017 in Szczecin (Chair), 2018
in Olsztyn (Secretariat) and 2019 in Schwerin (Chair).

VASAB
Through the Let’s Communicate project, BSSSC has been working closely with the VASAB secretariat in
Riga in the period 2017-2019.

European Committee of Regions (CoR)
The BSSSC Chair has met several times with the President/1st Vice-President of CoR to discuss areas of
common interest - like SDGs, Cohesion Policy and youth participation. The CoR President/1st Vice-President has taken part in some BSSSC Board meetings and addressed the Annual Conference 2018 in
Gdansk. During 2018, the Chairmanship had a dialog and several meetings with the CoR to discuss a
revision of the Common Declaration from 2012. Areas of joint interest were identified and an action plan
put together. The action plan was agreed to be an informal document and was concluded in December
2018. This action plan has guided the cooperation with CoR in 2019. BSSSC Secretariat has been invited
to and taken part in consultation meetings at the CoR in Brussels in the period.

Mr. Markku Markkula, Vice-President Committee of the Regions speaking at the BSSSC Annual Conference in Potsdam, Germany, 20-22 September 2017.
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PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY BSSSC IN THE PERIOD

Name of project

Topic

Interreg programme

CaSYPoT

Capacity Building for Strategic
youth Policy and Transnational
Cooperation.

South Baltic Programme.

RDI2Club

Capacity building for transnatio- Baltic Sea Region Programme.
nal co-operation in innovation
management and smart specialization in bio-economy.

SMART-UP BSR

Improving smart specialisation
implementation through orchestrating innovation hubs and enhances the cooperation between
regions.

Baltic Sea Region Programme.

Baltic RIM

Focuses on the relationship between Maritime Cultural Heritage (MCH) and Maritime Spatial
Planning (MSP).

Baltic Sea Region Programme.

Creative Ports

Brings together public authorities and business support organisations, cultural institutes and
researchers to stimulate the internationalisation of the cultural
and creative sectors.

Baltic Sea Region Programme.

UrbCultural Planning

The use of cultural events and
Baltic Sea Region Programme.
gaming methods to engage people into urban social innovation,
and to compile a toolbox with
good practices for other cities.
The project also involves young
citizens in urban social innovation via gaming-tools.
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Name of project

Topic

BSR Access

Facilitate innovative and susBaltic Sea Region Programme.
tainable transport by creating
linkages between traditional
infrastructure nodes and smart
transport solutions to further
develop the TEN-T Core Network
Corridors, and contributing to
sustainable growth in the region.

(platform project)

Interreg programme

Let‘s Communicate

Communication project for the
EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea
Region.

EUSBSR Annual Forum
2019

Circular and sharing economy as Baltic Sea Region Programme.
an answer to demographic changes and environmental challenges in the Baltic Sea Region.

(BSSSC partner)

Baltic Sea Youth Camp
2019

Youth involvement in the
EUSBSR.

Baltic Sea Region Programme.

CBSS Small Project Facility.

(BSSSC Lead Partner)

In addition, BSSSC has followed the work of the transport projects Scandria2Act and NSB CoRe. Both
projects are part of the BSR Access platform.
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